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y ene [2 
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At Sidon 20 


(At Tyre 400 
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At Acco - 200 


At Luz - » I 
At Samaria - 100 
Chap. g 
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At 
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br. ov. 64755 
ap. 12. 
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At Gehiagen 5000 


At Babel, or 
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NUMBER of JEWS, Sc. xiii 
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carr. ov. 390275 


N. B. To theſe may be added three Hundred 
and fifty Thouſand Independent Iſraelites, which 
he pretended to diſcover in the Kingdoms of 
Thema and Chebar; concerning which, ſee my 
Reflections in the Diſſertation.— Another Par- 
ticular muſt not paſs unnoticed. The Jews of 
Poumbeditha are numbered twice over. In the 
eleventh Chapter he reckons 'I'wo Thouſand, 
and in the thirteenth Three Thouſand, As the 
* ſmalleſt Typographical Error may confound this, 
or any other Calculation, I have em the 
Chapters containing each particular Number, in 
ſuch a Manner, as will enable the Reader to 
: Jet himſelf right with little Trouble, 1 
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In the zd Word of the firſt Arabic 1 - P. +57 
after Mm, read Dal; in the 6th Word 
Ta final; in the 14th, for Ba read Fa; in the ww, * 2 


Au. con. read the Prap. Fe; in the x5th, for Alif read Ra; 


the 16th ſhould be ſpelt Waw, Ta, Waw Lam : in the 19th, 
the laſt Letter ſhould be Tha ; in the 26th Word, in 
Place of He read Mim med. con. in the 28th, for Ain and 
Alif read Ta. There are other trifling Inacturacies, of 
Medials for Finals, and Finals for Initials, here, and elſe- 
where, not atall to be wondered at, conſidering what little 


_ Encouragement is given to Oriental Learning. 


I DISSERTATION. 


ENJAMIN, to whoſe Travels I am 
about to introduce the Reader, was, 
according to popular Tradition, a celebrated 
Rabbi of the twelfth Century, highly e- 
ſteemed by his own People, and well known 
to the learned World. It is generally agreed 
that he was a Native of Tudela, in the 
ancient Kingdom of Navarre; that he be- 
gan his Travels in 1160, and returned A. 
D. 1173, I have never been able to diſcover 
what Tribe he belonged to, or what in- 
duced him to travel. For his Father Je. 
nah is leſs known than his Son. | 


The Book, ſuch as it is, has gone through 
various Editions. The firſt was printed at 
Conſtantinople, A. D. 1543. The ſecond 
at Ferrara, 1556. The third at Fribourg, 
1583. B. A. Montanus publiſhed a Latin 
Tranſlation of it at NI 1575, which 


did 
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6 
did ſo little Honor to that great Man, that 
in 1633, Conſtantine L*Empereur publiſhed 
another at Leyden, accompanied with the 
Hebrew Text and Notes at the End; but 
whether that Edition was inſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy the Avidity of his numerous Readers, 
or for what other Reaſon I know not, he 


Publiſhed two Editions more in the ſame 


Year, at the fame Place, one in Latin, and 
the other in Hebrew, both without Notes. 
A little before this he publiſhed another 
Hebrew Edition at Bale, a Copy of which 
the learned Buxtorf ſent to the great Joſeph 
Scaliger, who received it as a very eonſider- 
able Prefent, and made honorable Mention 
of it in a Letter, which the former publiſh- 
ed in part of his Works. In 1666, it was 

inted at Amſterdam, with a Dutch Tran- 

ation by Bara, together with the Mikve 
(or Hope of Iſrael) of the celebrated Rabbi 
Manaſſah Ben Iſrael. This Tranflation was 
reprinted at the fame place, with the fame 
Book in 1698, and theſe two Books, tran- 
flated into German, but in Rabbinical Cha- 
racters by Chajim Ben Jacob, were reprinted 


at Amſterdam, in 1691. This German 


Verfion was again printed at Francfort upon 
the Mein, in 1711, to which if we add a 


new Edition of Arts Montanus, together 


with the Diflertation of C. L'Empereur, 

publiſhed at Helmſtadt, in 1636, and young 

J. P. Baratier's French 3 
iſn 
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fiſhed at Amfterdam, in 1734, there have 
been no leſs than fourteen Editions, I never 
heard, from any tolerable Authority, that the 
Book was ever printed in England, and till 
ſome time after I iſſued my Propoſals, never 
heard of a Prench Tranflaltion. That which 
I tranſlated from was the Hebrew Edition 
of C. L'Empereur ; it was a preſent from 
my learned Friend, Mr. Joſeph Broomhead, 
who procured it from the Library of a ear, 
tain modern Orientaliſt, lately deceaſed. 
have ſince ſeen various Editions, all which, 
except Baratier's, which is far from bein 
erfect, ſcarce merit the Name of a Tranf: 
lation. To him I am indebted for many 
excellent Hints in my Notes and Diſſer- 
tation, and had I ſeen his Tranflation ſix 
Months ago, I ſhould have publiſhed this 
Work in two Volumes, making a ſeparate 
one of his excellent Diſſertations; which 
would not only have illuſtrated Benjamin, 
but at the fame time have thrown. great 
Light upon the Hiſtory of thoſe dark 
Times, in which he lived. N 


Having thus given an Account of the 
Author, together with the various Editions 
of his ſuppoſed Travels, we are naturally 
led to conſider the different Teſtimonies and 
Opinions of learned Men, concerning the 
Author. According to Abraham Zacouth, 

he died very ſoon after his Return. ö 
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Rabbi Benjamin, Author of the Travels, 
that mighty Luminary, whoſe Sun aroſe over 
all Iſrael, died in the Year 933, (which 
anſwers to A. D. 1173.) R. David Gans, in 
his Chronology, gives us a (2) fuller Account 
in the following Words. 
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Benjamin, Son of Jonah, of Tudela, the 
Author of the TONER n out from the 
| - Territory 


(1) Abraham Zacouth was Ke at Salamanca, and 
Aſtronomer, as well as Hiſtoriographer to the King of Por- 
tugal, in the latter end of the fi fifteenth Century. 


1 This is a mere Paraphraſe of the Hebrew Preface. 


— 
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Territory of Navarre, by one continued 
Journey, travelled through the three diffe- 
rent Quarters of the World, Europe, Africa, 
and Afia, and to whatever Place he came, 
he took down in Writing whatever he ſaw 
or heard from the beſt Authority, He alſo 
ives an Account of many Princes and il- 

juſtrious Perſonages, together with the num- 
ber of Jews in thoſe Places which he-vifited. 
All which Things, you will find as I have 
deſcribed them, printed in a Book, named 
the Book of the Journies of Benjamin. 
This Man was moreover a moſt diſcreet and 
intelligent Perſon, After he had finiſhed. 
his Travels, he died in the Year 933. R. 
Haac, B. Aram ſays, R. Benjamin of old, 
the Author of the Travels, or Journal, has 
informed us, that he ſaw with his own 
Eyes, in the metropolitan City of Bagdad, 
many thouſands of independent Jews; that 
on the Anniverſary of the King's Birth-Day,, 
a Prince (by which he means the Chief of 
the Exiles, or Captivity) of the Seed of 
David, rode in the ſecond Chariot, in Honor 
of whom the People ſhouted glorioufly— 
Prepare ye the Way, for the Son of David. 
Though by the Way, Benjamin does not 
tay Thouſands, but ru 75778 195 about a 
thouſand Jews. Neither does he ſay, that 
the Chief of the Exiles had this Honor 
paid him on * (by which he means 
113 the 


16 
the Caliph's) Birth Day, but only once in 
his Life Time; namely, when he was ap- 
pointed to that Office, by the Caliph.— 
Abraham Peritſol Orc. Olam, tacitly de- 
fends our Author, in that Part of his Hiſ- 
tory, which ſeems to deſerve the leaſt Cre- 
dit: for he not only deſcribes the Road by 
which a certain Jew came from Habor; but 
alſo propoſes, in a very partieular Manner, 
the Way by which he or any other Perſon 
might Return thither. In a modern Col- 
lection of Voyages and Travels, I find a 
much larger Account, together with an Ex- 
tract, the Subſtance of which is briefly this. 
That few oriental Books are better known 
* to the learned World. That he is held in 
great Credit by his Countrymen and ſome 
« Chriftians alſo.” — That there have been 
no leſs than ſixteen Editions of it, which 
are two, more than I ever heard of, unleſs 
he reckons his own Extract one Edition: 
which, though it is the longeſt Aecount 
that has hitherto appeared in the Engliſh 
Language, is at beſt but a partial Para- 
phraſe of other confeſſedly imperfect Tran- 
flations. All which (according to his own 
* Account) have been faulty and incorrect, 
« chiefly by Miſtakes of Tranſcribers in the 
« Text, where we have many Names of 
& Countries, Cities, and Princes, that never 
«© were heard of in any other Author. 


Many Errors have been detected by com- 
c paring 
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« paring different Editions, which afforded 
« us Room to hope, that ſome Time or 
© other, ſo judicious a Critic may ariſe, as 
c yill be able to correct them all, and give 
« us this Author in his genuine Purity. He 
© then, very gravely obſerves——Notwith- 
s ftanding his great Reputation, ſome very 
tc confiderable Writers, well verſed in He- 
«© brew Learning, have attacked this Author 
« with great Vivacity. And after giving the 
«© different Opinions of Wagenſail, Hottin- 
« ger, and Spanheim, ſoon after concludes. 
« He has certainly exaggerated ſome Things, 
„ and miſtaken many more. What then? 
„ e find in him many Things curious and 
“ entertaining, which we can find no where 
« elſe.” To which he might have add- 
ed, that many of our Nation, of very high 
Rank and Eminence in the learned World, 
have quoted this Author (for want of better 
Materials) on divers Occaſions. After re- 
lating the Opinions of others, my Readers 
will naturally expect my own Sentiments on 
the ſame Subject. They will perhaps ſup- 
poſe me greatly prejudiced in Favor of an 
Author, which I have taken the Pains to 
tranſlate ;- but in this Reſpect, they are 
eatly deceived : The Attention with which 
I have been obliged to examine the Book, 
in order to tranſlate it faithfully, and il- 
luſtrate it accordingly, has made me diſcover. 
ſo many groſs Errors; ſo many Fables and 
SBS: | _ ridiculous 
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„ Abſurdities, that I cannot, for 
my Life, comprehend why fo many neſpect- 
able Men have paid ſo much Attention to 
fo contemptible an Author, My Judg- 
ment may appear at firſt a little too raſh and 
ſevere to thoſe, who, from Intereſt and In- 
clination, are of another Way of thinking, 
yet when they conſider the whe cm on 
which I ground thefe Aſſertions, thęy muſt, 
unleſs I flatter myſelf, be confi if not 
convinced. Few Men venture to think for 
28 Fewer ſtill are able to think 
to think. For, theſe Reaſons 

al the Authors already quoted, and many 
more, have ſuppoſed, from the Title of the 
Book, its Antiquity and Reputation, that 
Benjamin actually made the Tour which he 
nds to deſeribe; and for that Reaſon 
endeavoured to'reconcile the moſt ir- 
reconcileable Paſſages, rather than attempt 
to call in Queftion the Reputation of ſo il- 
luſtrious a 1 The Public will be 

atly ſurprized, t to 

Arguments drawn from the Book i itſelf, 2 
this is nothing more than a pretended Tour. 
C. L*Empereur perceived it in many Places, 
but whatever his — were, contented 
himſelf by ſa that he cted Benjamin 
of e ge Places Which — 
viſited; and that he took many Things 
more upon hear- ſay. The Writer of the 
Hebrew Preface, who though a Jew, and 
conſequently. 


( 9 » 
conſequently a Well-Wiſher to the Author 
and his Performance, was, apparently of 
the ſame Opinion, But J affirm that it will 
be no unreaſonable Conjecture to ſuppoſe 
that he never left his native. Tudela. I 
cannot truſt him out of Spain at any Rate. 
I * appeal to Benjamin himſelf, who all 7ew 
as he was, ſeems to be aſhamed of the 
Forgery which he intended to impoſe upon 
the World; and for this Reaſon ſpeaks in 
an equivocal Manner ; never making Uſe 
of the firſt Perſon, I went, I was, I came to 
ſuch, or ſuch a Place, but three or four 
Times in the whole Journal, two Inſtances 
of which are to be met with in the firſt 
Page. His having Recourſe to an Ellipfis 
in other Paſſages, which the Tranſlator may 
ſupply by I went, you go, one may go, &c. 
is another corroborating Circumftance tend- 
ing to prove that he had this Subter- 
fuge always in View to fave his Honor, in 
Caſeof an Attack. But ſuppoſe he had ſpoken, 
as C. L'Empereur frequently makes him 
ſpeak, without any Authority from the 
Hebrew Text, it will be no difficult Mat- 
ter to prove him an Impoſtor, from many 
other more enormous Faults ! He never 
travelled intoChina; he almoſt owns it, and 
1f he did not, the impertinent F able „which 
he relates of the Griffins, would convince us 
of it. What ſhall we ſay to his Account of 
the Indies, of Chenerag, or Chinrag of 
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the exceſſive Heat of Haoulam, which ſome 


ſuppoſe to be Ceylon, ſo differently de- 
ſcribed by the beſt modern Geographers ? 
Who fhall perſwade me that he ever travel- 
ted into Perſia, after reading the Account 
which he grves us of fo many Provinces, 
Cities, &c. which are never mentioned by 
any other Traveller? To fay nothing of 
Daniel's Coffin, the number of Sanhedrims, 
Colleges, Profeſſors, &c. which never ex- 
iſted but in his own intoxicated Imagination. 
His confounding the Province of Da- 
breſtan with the City Dariſtan, upon the 


Oxus, and his Forgery of the Jews of 


Niſbor, are of a Piece with the Reſt. Shall 
ve cradit his Account of Arabia, which he 
tranſports to the North of Babylon, to 
make it with the greater Security the Refi- 
dence of his imaginary Rechabites ? Have 
we any greater Reaſon to believe him, when 
he fpeaks of Aſſyria or Meſopotamia ? after 
confidermg the Blunders which he makes in 
defcribing the Diſtances of Places from each 
other ? Was he ever at Bagdad, which he 
ene to deſcribe in fo circumſtantial a 

? How then comes it to paſs that 


he is unacquainted with the Name of the 4 
reigning 45 ? Shall we credit his De- 
a 


{criptipn of Paleſtine, after what he ad- 
vances concerning the Situation of the 
Brook Jabbok? Of the River 2 


mixing its Waters with Arnon, three 
= 
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from its Source, though Jordan riſes beyond 
Cæſarea Philippi, and Arnon is ſuppoſed to 
roll into the dead Sea, forty Leagues from 


that Place, without encountering Jordan in 
its Paſſage. What ſhall we ſay of Mount 
Carmel and Moriah ? The Tombs of the 
Patriarchs, thoſe of the Kings, Lot's Wife, 
the Wall of the Temple, Solomon's Stables, 
the Samaritans, the Rib of the Giant Ab- 
camaz, and other rabbinical Dreams? Shall 
we credit his Report of Egypt, after read» 
ing his Account of the School of Ariſtotle, 
at Alexandria? The Glaſs Mirror on the 
Pharos, and the Superiority of the Egyp- 
tians over the Greeks, till the Deſtruction 
of that brittle Mirror, by Sodoros, the 
Greek Captain of his own Invention? When 
he ſpenks of the Iſlands in the Archipelago, 
he renders himſelf ridiculous, by taking two 
Days to perform a Voyage, which even a 
_ Weſt-Country Barge might accompliſh in 
three or four Hours. What he advances of 
Greece; ought to make his Admirers bluſh 
to the very Eye-Brows, What a ſtrange 
Jump from Thebes to Walachia in three 

ays, without paſting by, or through more 
than three Towns worth mentioning, and 
theſe three altogether unknown to us, even 
at this Time, conſequently. imaginary. The 
unknown Cities again, which he mentions 
from Walachia to Conſtantinople, which ex- 
ited only in that Part of Greece, which was 
— . ſituated 


— 
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fituated in his crazy Noddle, with the inex- 
cuſable Omiſſion of Salonichi ( unleſs he con- 
founds it with Salouſki) are unpardonable 
Errors, which proclaim aloud, in Characters 
too legible to be overlooked, that Benjamin 
is an Impoſtor !—1 ſhall ſay but little of 
Italy, any School Boy may detect him, when 
he ſpeaks of Benevento, Solomon's ſweating 
Pillars at Rome, the Statues of Abſalom: and 
Samſon in the ſame Place | the great Palace 
of Galbin, the fourſcore Palaces of the 
fourſcore Kings, Haderezer and Romulus, 
who (according to our Rabbi) built ſo many 
hiding Places to play at bopeep in, when he 
was apprehenſive of being invaded by King 
David, and Joab, his Captain of the Hoſt. 
One of his beſt Strokes I had almoſt forgot- 
ten, that is, his burying R. Akiba, one of 
the ten Martyrs of the Kingdom, both at 
Rome, and at the Village of Lephras in 
Babylon. All which would juſtify me in 
taking out a Statute of Lunacy, in order to 
confine my Pilgrim at Tudela, but I ſcorn 
to be ſo ill-natured, and ſhall (at the Intreaty 
of his Friends) permit him to make the 
Tour of Spain, and ſome Part of Italy, if 
they deſire it. I will not reproach him for 
the Omiſſion of many conſiderable Events, 
awith which he might have enriched the 
Work, but I can by no means pardon him, 
or even reſtrain myſelf from abuſing him, 
for neglecting to make Mention of the 


famous 


1 
famous (3) R. Moſes Ben Maimon, ſirnamed 
the Egyptian, who flouriſned at Cairo, at 
the very Time when he pretends to have 
viſited Egypt. That great Name alone 
would have done more Honor to this Book, 
and its Author, than all the unknown Rab- 
bis in it. How ſhall we account for this 
unpardonable Omiſſion? Was it Forgetful- 
neſs? Was it Inadvertency? Was it Jealouſy, 
Contempt, or Party Spirit? Whatever Prin- 
ciple this injurious Silence proceeded from, 
it renders the Author contemptible, and his 
Work ſuſpected, by all thoſe who are ac- 
quainted with the Merit of the juftly cele- 
brated Egyptian Moſes, whoſe Fame had 
not only filled the Synagogues of Egypt, 
but all the World, and whoſe Works will 
be admired as long as they are underſtood. 
Another Omiſſion of the like Nature 1s to 
be found in the fixth Chapter, where he 
pretends to viſit Rhodes, and never mentions 

| C the 


(3) Otherwiſe called by a commonAbbreviation DAY 
Rambam, or by a Euphony, Ramban. Though he is more 
generally known to the Chriſtian Reader, by the Name of 
Maimonides. He was about this Time Phyfician to the Egyp- 
tian Caliph, and was fo eminent for his Skill, that ev 
Day at his Return from Ceurt, he found his Houſe full of 
Jews and Gentiles, Judges and Miniſters, Friends and 
Enemies, that as he obſerves in a Letter to R. Aben Tib- 
bon, he had ſcarce Time to eat his Victuals. TY 12919 


D p x n»Dh From Moſes the Lawgiver 


to Moſes the Egyptian, no Man aroſe like Moſes the Egyp- 
is a common Proverb, very juſtly applied. ; 
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the great Abraham Aben Ezra, who not 
only reſided there at that Time, but at leaſt 
nine Years before; and who died very near 
the ſame Place A. D. 1174, which was the 
Year after Benjamin's ſuppoſed return and 
Death. It will be needleſs for me to remind 
the learned Reader of his neglecting to 
mention Moſes Ben Naaman at Girona, or 
Zechariah the Levite, Profeſſor at Lunel, 
who was the Author of that Book called 
heb Maor, or the Luminary, and who, 
afterwards, entered the Liſts of literary 
Warfare againſt the great Doctor Alpheſi, 
who paſſed for the Oracle of the weſtern 
Jews. The Modeſty and Simplicity with 
which our Author affects to ſpeak of his 
Brethren in Europe is no other than a deep 
laid Artifice, in order to render more 
credible the marvellous Stories which he 
deſigned to invent and propagate, concern - 
ing his Brethren in Aſia, and Africa. In- 
ſtead of exalting his own Nation in Europe, 
where he intended to publiſh his Perform- 
ance, he on the contrary leſſens their Num- 
ber. At Rome he places only two hundred 
Jews, where there are now ten thouſand at 
leaſt ; and what makes the Matter ſtill more 
extraordinary, i is, that the Jews, according to 
his a were then very powerful in that 
City reat Favourites with the reign» 
ing None. At ks where 12 
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his own Confeſſion they were treated like 
Slaves, not permitted to live within the 
City, not ſuffered to ride on Horſeback, 
beaten in the Streets, and beſpattered by 
the Tanners, he places no leſs than two 
thouſand Rabbinites, and five hundred Ka- 
raites. The farther he gets (or pretends to 
get) from Home, the more the Number 
increaſes, tens are added to thouſands, and 
hundreds to tens, imaginary Regions, De- 
ſerts the moſt tremendous, and hitherto 
ſuppoſed uninhabited, contain the moft 
werful and extenfive Empires, of free and 
independent Iſraelites, who are in Subjection 
to no Prince of the Gentiles ; . but on the 
* contrary, are a Terror to all their Neigh- 
„ bours, on whom they make frequent De- 
* ſcents, and bear away the Spoil to their 
© ſtrong Holds, and inacceſſible Faſtneſſes; 
„ where- they are in no Danger of being 
% purſued,” What ſtill farther ſerves to 
confirm what I have already obſerved, is 
the apparent Motive, which induced him to 
publiſh this Work. The chief End and 
Deſign which this Rabbi, and his Imitators, 
who have endeavoured to paſs the like 
Fictions upon the World, had in View, 
was to comfort their Brethren, who groaned 
under the Yoke of Edom and Iſhmael (for 
ſo they call Chriſtians and Mahometans) by 
flattering them in their Exile, with the 
pleaſing Idea of an imaginary Power, in 
RE C 2 imaginary, 
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imaginary Countries; in Order to prove 
that the Sceptre is not yet departed from 
Judah, and confequently that the Meſſiah 
is yet to come. By theſe Methods, this 
*unhappy People ſtill pretend to parry that 
Objection, which Chriftians advance againſt 
them, drawn from Gen. 49. 10. The 
. « Sceptre ſhall not depart from Judah, nor 
4 a Lawgiver from between his Feet, until 
« Shiloh come: and unto him ſhall the 
gathering of the People be.” However 
wretched and ill- grounded this Subterfuge 
muſt appear to us, many of their moſt emi- 
nent Teachers are not aſhamed to have Re- 
courſe to it, and to ſupport themſelves for 
that Effect, upon the Authority of our Ben- 
jamin, to confirm the Hope of Iſrael. From 
all which I conclude, and think I have a juſt 
Right ſo to do, that Rabbi Benjamin, the 
great Traveller, the great Luminary of 
ſrael, never travelled out of Spain, that he 
compoſed this Work to blind the Eyes of 
his Brethren, and to confirm them in their 
Impenitence and obſtinate Rejection of the 
true Mefliah, in whom all the Prophecies of 
the Old' Teftament are fo clearly fulfilled. 
To give the better Face and Coloring to 
the Matter, he retired to ſome obſcure Part 
of Spain, and there continued for ſome 
Years; after which he made his Appear- 
ance, not at Tudela, or any other Part of 
Navarre, but in the Province of Go 
wnere 
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where he was leſs known, and conſequently 
the more eaſily credited. This is both 
reaſonable and natural, and ſerves to ſhew, 
that the true Reading of a diſputed Paſſage 
in the Hebrew Preface, is y M98 © Theſes 
„Things with him—and not — Wy 58” 
To his People or Country, where he was 
probably reputed a notorious Liar, and 
where he might either expect to be laughed 
at for a Fool, or be puniſhed as a public 
Cheat and Impoſter. Some of the Authors 
which he compiled from (for a Compiler he 
was) were valuable ones. Such were thoſe 
| who deſcribed the Alchaſchiſchins, or Aſſeſ- 
ſins, the Dogzien, or Druſians, who are 
called Darariens, by an Arabian Author; 
the River Nile, the Feaſt of the Camel, &c. 
Others were of an inferior Rate, ſuch were 
thoſe from whom he copied his Account of 
the Aſvans, or Deſcendants of Ham. The 
Story of the Griffins, Chenerag, Haou- 
lam, &c. which might however contain 
ſome valuable Anecdotes, if he had Tran- 
{ſcribed them fairly and impartially; but the 
Misfortune is, that either through Care- 
leſſneſs, Ignorance, or Deſign, he has. ſo diſ- 
guiſed the plaineſt Facts, that the different 
Relations in his Journal reſembleq ſo many 
ſhapeleſs unligked Cubs of a Ruſſian Bear, 
which the Commentators have never been 
able to lick into any tolerable Form, Som 
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of the Authors were probably written by 
Chriſtians, either in Greek, or Latin; which 
Languages he was but ſuperficially acquaint- 
ed with. Having read ſome what of the 
Feaſt of the Camel, he immediately con- 
founded it with the Faſt of Ramadan; be- 
cauſe, perhaps, his Author ſaid, when he 
© was at the Celebration of the Feaſt of the 
Camel, it happened to fall on the Month of 
Ramadan; which might be the Caſe, by 
_ ſuppoſing that one, if not both, were move- 
able, like the Jewiſh Paſſover, or the Chriſ- 
tian Eaſter. Again, he ſays, that the Caliph 
never went out but once in the Year; be- 
cauſe ſome Author (who had actually vi- 
fired Bagdad) whoſe Language Benjamin did 
not perfectly underſtand, might ſay, that he 
had never S the Caliph more than once, 
during his abode in that City; which might 
probably be true. That he went out more 
frequently is clear and evident, becauſe he 
was obliged by the Nature of his Office to 
preach, or at leaſt harangue the People every 
Friday, unleſs (though rarely) he appointed 
his Son, or one of his Minifters to do it for 
him : What he advances of the Grandeur 
and Magnificence of the Caliph, is another 
groſs Falſhood, which leads to a Diſcovery ; | 
that he copied this Account from ſome an- ; 
cient Author, who lived in the latter End of 
the ninth, or about the Beginning of the 
tenth Century: when the Caliphat 9 in 
at 
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that flouriſhing State, which he deſcribes z 
but it was greatly diminiſhed, and almoſt 
totally ruined, long before the Commence- 
ment of the twelfth Century. Zenghin 
again, which he calls Zinaldin, is, in one 
Part of the Book, ſaid to be the reigning 
Prince at Mouſul, when he viſited that 
City; and in another, that he was alive in 
David Elrois* Time. This might have been 
the Caſe, by ſuppoſing that he began his 
Reign when he was very young, and lived 
to a good old Age; but it appears from 
much better Authority, that Zenghin, (or 
as ſome call him Zenghy) died A. D. 1143, 
about twenty-ſeven Years before Benjamin's 
- pretended Viſit. But as this was the laſt 
King of Mouful, that he had read any Ac- 
count of, he made no Scruple to tell us that 
he was the reigning Monarch, when he 
wrote his Journal. That the ſame Zenghin, 
was Vaſſal to the King of Perſia, is equally 
improbable. His Chronological Error con- 
cerning the Time of the Impoſtor David 
Elrois* Appearance, merits the like Cenſure, 
from the Teſtimony, even of R. David 
Gantz, and other Jewiſh Writers. From 
all which I conclude, that Rabbi Benjamin 
was a Compiler, and a very indifferent 
Compiler into the Bargain, whoſe puerile 
Credulity, whoſe falſe Zeal for Iſrael, and 
whoſe groſs Ignorance of Geography, Chro- 
nology and Hiftory, have laid open to 
T ' Detection, 


( 20 ) 


Detection, and given me an Opportunity 
of ſhewing him to the Engliſh Reader, in 
his true Colors, If ever therefore another 


(4) Hebrew Edition ſhould happen to be 


publiſhed, (which J am apt to think will be 
the Caſe) the firſt Word in the Title Page, 
may, by a common Rabbinical Contraction, 
be Ye which contains the initials of 
the ſentence, 
vez 27 bw Myr 

The Journies of Rabbi Benjamin, or 
BT D235 5 9D a Catalogue of many 
Lies, Few of my Readers, after what has 
been ſaid, will expect to ſee a Map of our 
Author's Travels ; ſuch an Attempt would, 
be the greateſt Burleſque upen Geography 
that can poſſibly be imagined. Reduce the 
Univerſe to its primeval Chaos, confaund 
Aſia with Africa, North with South, Eaſt 
with Weſt, and Heat with Cold; make 
Cities Provinces, and Provinces Cities ; 
People uncultivated Defarts, with free and 
independent Jews, and depopulate the moſt 
flouriſhing Cities and Kingdoms; make. 
Rivers run when and where you pleaſe, and 
call them by any Names but the right 
Ones; 


(4) Many of my learned Acquaintance have deſired to 
ſee the Original, but the Price which I have fixed will by 
no Means admit of it; it ſhall, however be printed in & 
ſeparate Volume, (Price 3s. 6d.) as ſoon as one hundred. 


Subſcribers can be procured, if they defire it, 
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Ones; take Arabia upon your Back, and 
carry it to the North of Babylon. Turn 
the North Pole, South, or any other Way you 
pleaſe; make a new Ecliptic Line, and 
= it in the moſt whimſical and excentric 
ofition, which the moſt Hobby- horſical 
Imagination can poſſibly conceive or de- 

ſcribe, and ſucb a Map will beſt fuit ſuch 
an Axthor. The ſame Reaſon would apo- 
logize for my pafling over in Silence the 
Terms which are made Uſe of in deſcribing 
the Diſtances of the Places mentioned in 
this Book from each other. Though, I 
would not adviſe my Readers, when they 
make the Tour of the World to take Ben- 
jamin for their Guide, yet my own. Honor 
obliges me to tell them, that a Paraſang is 
a Meafure which is frequently uſed by 
Arabian, Perſian, Chaldæan, and Greek 
Writers. Among the ancient Perſians, it 
conſiſted of 3333 Paces, and eighteen made 
a Degree; among the Moderns it is com- 
puted to be equal to 3000 Paces, and twenty 
make up a Degree. A Jewiſh Paraſang is 
equal to four Miles, and fifteen ſuch Pa- 
raſangs make a Degree. For the Journies 
or Stations, they are about ſeven Hours or 
twenty Miles, but a (5) learned Author 
has faid ſo much already on this Subject, 
that nothing new can be advanced ap. 
ter 


) C. L'Empereur has ſpent the greater Part of his 
Dilation on this Subject. be 
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After all that I have ſaid, let not the Reader 


think me ſo far diſguſted with my Author 
as to look upon him as abſolutely uſe- 
leſs. After having unmaſked, chaſtiſed, and 
humbled him, I proceed in the laſt Place 
to do him Juſtice, and explain his Uſe, in 
Order to make appear, that he 1s not al- 
together a dead Weight upon the Engliſh 
Language, as well as to juſtify myſelf for 
tranſlating him. In the firſt Place, he is 
of a Century ſo obſcure, ſo barren of good 
Authors (at leaft in our Part of the World) 
that we ought to be overjoyed at the Diſcovery 
of any Author; any, even the leaſt Mo- 
nument, which might ſerve to throw Light 
upon ſo dark an Age. During this and 
ſome Centuries, which preceded and fol- 
lowed it, groſs Ignorance, Barbarity and 
Superſtition, had ſpread its baleful Influence 
over the Chriſtian World, during which 
Time the liberal Arts were cultivated only 
by Jews, Greeks, and Arabians ; as if the 
Sciences, enraged at the Treatment which 
they received from Chriſtians, choſe rather 
to take Refuge with thoſe who were called 
Barbarians, then to continue any longer with 
a People plunged in Superſtition ! Or rather 
let us ſay it was Superſtition herſelf, which 
baniſhed Learning from Chriftendom, the 
better to invent and propagate thoſe Errors, 
which thrive beſt in Darkneſs and Obſcurity. 
Rabbi Benjamin was a high ſeaſoned Jew, 


which 
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which the Synagogue produced in thoſe ex- 
traordinary Times, who, though he is not 

to be compared with ſome of his Cotempo- 
raries, is nevertheleſs valuable, iſt. On 
Account of the Stile in which the Book is 
written; which, with ſome few Exceptions, 

is pure and fimple, and in my Opinion one 

of the beſt Introductions to the Rabbinical 
Dialect that ever was penned. For this 
Reaſon, I at firſt intended to publiſh the 
Original, together with the Tranſlation, but 
was prevented by two ſerious Conſiderations. 
2d. It throws more Light upon the Times, 

than a whole Legion of Monkiſh Writers, 
whoſe Bigotry and Ignorance corrupted the 

beſt Religion, as Maggots do the beſt Meat. 
3dly. It ſhews how ignorant the Jewith 
Teachers were in Matters of Geography and 
Hiſtory, together with the State and Num- 

ber of Jews throughout the World. TI 
true he is to be ſuſpected on this latter Head, 

but as we have no Memoirs more exact, we 

muſt make the beſt of this. 4th. From him 

we learn, what were the particular Rights, 
Cuſtoms, and prevailing Opinions of his 

own Nation; which Chriſtians may make 

a goad Uſe of, by explaining the Scriptures, 

1 and confuting the Jews upon their own 
| Principles. 5thly. He acquaints us with 
many Particulars, which are not to be found 
| elſe where, and confirms and illuſtrates, what 
3 other Authors have obſcurely hinted at. He 
45 a tells 


( 24 ) 
teils us, for Example, that though the Al- 


chaſchiſchins, or Aſſeſſins acknowledged 
Mahomet for the Prophet of God (which 


we know from other Books) yet the Ma- 


hometans conſidered them as Enemies, and 


not as their Brethren, undoubtedly for this 


Reaſon, becauſe the latter could not bear to 
think, that they ſhould call their Elder of 
the Mountains, the Vicar of Mahomet. He 
farther informs us, that the Founder of this 
Se& was one Combat, and tells us what 
particular Weapon they made uſe of. Thoſe 
who have ſpoken of the Aſſeſſins (from a 
miſtaken Paſſage of Marco Polo) have con- 
founded thoſe of Syria, with thoſe of Perſia, 
who are the Muletans, and have thought 
that there were no other Aſſeſſins but thoſe 
ef Syria, whoſe Metropolis was Mulet. But 
Benjamin explains the Venetian Traveller, 
by diſtinguiſhing the Aſſeſſins of Syria, whoſe 
Metropolis was Kormos, from the Muletans 
of Perſia, who are a People, and not a 
City; whoſe chief Reſidence (according to 
Haython) was Tigado. He moreover ac- 
quaints us with the Extent of their Country ; 
that they were a Terror to -their Neigh- 
bours ; that they waged War againſt Chriſ- 
tians in general, and the King of Tripoli in 
particular, It is from Benjamin, that we 


know that the Druziens (for Dogzien is a 


Corruption of Druzien) were in Syria in the 
Beginning of the twelfth Century ; on 
3 | | : Se 
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they till praiſed the infamous Tenets of 
their Founders, that they believed the Me- 
tempſychoſis, &c. Though we cannot con- 
fider him as an Eye Witneſs of all which 
he deſcribes, we muſt however conſider him 
as a Witneſs of what paſſed, of what was 
ſaid, of what was believed, and of what was 
read, by the Literati of thoſe Times; and 
his Book may be regarded as a choice Frag- 
ment, or Extract of many Books or Re- 
lations, the greater Part of which never 
came down to us, and the Reſt (whoſe 
Names are generally miſ-ſpelt) are known to 
the preſent Age only by Hear-fay. (6) But 
the chief Uſe which I wiſh to make of the 
Book, is to confirm thoſe luke-warm and 
indifferent Chriſtians, in the Principles of 
that holy Religion, which they make Pro- 
feſſion of; and to combat the Errors and 
Impenitence of the Jews, by their own 
Weapons. Who will not be aſtoniſhed and 
ſeized with a religious Fear? Who will not 
be affected with Compaſſion and Indig- 
nation, by a Diſcovery of the Ignorance, 
Blindneſs, and Puerility of the Teachers of 
that People, who were once ſo cheriſhed, and 
highly favoured by the Almighty ; who were 
once entruſted with the Oracles of divine 
Truth, and are now ſo diſperſed, fo afflict- 
(6) The two or three laſt Pages contain the Subſtance of 


an Hebrew Pamphlet, printed 1774, by Order of the Se- 
ciety for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge. 


( 26 ) 

ed, and tormented; yet, who, amidſt their 
manifold Misfortunes, are ſtill the fame ſtiff- 
necked People, feeding on Chimeras and 
r1diculous Deluſions, comforting themſelves 
with vain Hopes and deluſive Expectations, 
chuſing rather to diſbelieve the Father, than 
believe on the Son, and to be at the greateſt 
Pains to miſconſtruct and obſcure the Law 
and the Prophets, rather than ſubmit to be 
faved in that way, which the God of their 
Fathers has appointed. (7) How alarmingly 
is the following Oracle Fulfilted ; in you, ye 
wandering Sheep of the Houſe of Ifrael! 
This Book will be read by many of you, 
to you- therefore, I now addreſs myſelf.— 
Stay yourſelves, ſays the Prophet, and won- 
der; cry ye out and cry, they are drunken, 
but not with Wine; they ſtagger, but not 
with firong Drink. For the Lord hath 
oured out upon you the Spirit of deep 
leep, and hath cloſed your Eyes : the Pro- 
phets and your Rulers, the Seers hath he 
covered, Therefore, behold, I will pro- 
ceed to do a marvellous Work among this 
People, even a marvellous Work. and a 
Wonder : for the Wiſdom of their Wiſe 


Men ſhall periſh, and the-Underſtandin of 


their prudent Men ſhall be hid. t is 
4 now above feventeen hundred * ſince 
you have been removed into all the King- 
„ doms of the Earth, without a King, 


— * a Po without an Altar, 
« without - 
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„ without an Ephod, and without Tera- 
« phim What is the Reaſon, of this your 
Jong and deplorable Captivity ?. conſult the 
Records of your own Hiſtory, . and you will 
there find that your Fathers for the moſt 
perverſe Rebellion and Apoſtacy, were only 
puniſhed with ſeventy Years Captivity z and 
even during that Time, God ſent, his Pro- 
phets, by whoſe Preaching they were called 
to Repentance, and comfarted with the 
Promiſe of Deliverance. But how differ- 
ent, alas ! is your 2 Situation; well 
might ye ſay, we ſee not our Signs, there 
is not one Prophet left, neither is there 
among us any that knoweth how long. From 
all which you muſt reaſonably conclude, 
that there is ſome particular and heinous 
Sin lying upon your Nation, on Account of 
which the God of your Fathers has become 
ay Enemy. And what can this Sin be, 
t your having crucified and ſlain; your 
having rejected and ſtill continuing to reject 
that Prophet, whom God, according to his 
Promiſe, and your own Deſire, raiſed you 
up from your Brethren, like unto 
Moſes, even Telos of Nazareth, - the Saviour 
and true Meſſiah, befides whom, none ever 
aroſe, . who, could anſwer that Character; 
none who was like him, a Lawgiver and 
Mediator of a Covenant between God and 
Man ; none like him in all the Signs and 
| - 2&5; Wonders 
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Wonders which the Lord ſent him to do, 


His Blood, according to the Requeſt of your 
Fathers lies on you their Children, there- 
fore hath God puniſhed you with this long 
and perpetual Captivity, and nothing but 
your Converſion to the Truth, as it is in 
Feſus, will be the Means of your Deliver- 
ance, Ye Men of Iſrael, How long will you 
fight againſt the Truth? How long will you 
reſiſt its ſhining and convincing Power? 
fearch your own Scriptures with Impar- 
tiality and devout Attention; compare 


them with the Life of Jeſus, written by 


four unexceptionable Hiſtorians, and you 
will clearly fee that the Prophecies of the 
Meſſiah are undoubtedly fulfilled in him; 
you will be convinced that Jeſus of Na- 
fareth is the Perſon, to whom 
find yourſelves obliged to have Recourſe; 
and having in vam looked for others, 


to look upon him for Hopes of Deliver- 


ance, For according to the . Teſtimonies 
of your Prophets, the Seeptre was not 
to depart from Judah, nor a Lawgiver 
from between his Feet, until Shiloh came; 


and unto him was to be the Gathering of 


the People: the Glory of the latter 
Houſe was to be greater than that of the 
former, for the Lord, even the Meſſenger 


of the Covenant, was ſuddenly to come to 


his 
Deut. 18. 18.234. 11.18. 19. ib. 


you will 
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his Temple: he was to be born of a Vir- 
gin, at Berhlehem Ephratah z and to grow 
up before the Lord as a tender Plant, and 
as a Root out of a dry Ground, having no 
Form nor Comelineſs, but deſpiſed and re- 
jected of Men: he was to preach 
Tidings unto the meek, was to bind up the 
Broken-Hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the 
Captives, and the opening of the Priſon to 
them that were bound: he was to be a Stone 
refuſed of the Builders, but to become the 
Head-Stone of the Corner: he was to be 
ſold for the Price of thirty Pieces of Silver: 
one of his own familiar Friends, who did 
eat of his Bread, was to lift up his Heel 
againſt him: He was to give his Back to 
the Smiters, and his Cheeks to them that 
plucked off the Hair; and not to hide his 
Face from Shame and Spitting: He was to 
be numbered among the Pranſgreſſors, 
though he had done no Violence, neithe 
was any Deceit in his Mouth : His Enemies 
were to part his Garments among them, 
and caſt Lots upon his Veſture : They were 
alſo to give him Gall for his Meat, and 
Vinegar in his thirſt to Drink; and not- 
withſtanding the Malice of his Enemies, he 
was to make Interceſſion for them: He was 
to be pierced, to be cut off out of the Land 

5 | of 


Gen. 49. 10. Hag. 2. 9. Mal. 3. 1. Ifa. 7. 14. Mic. 
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of the Living, and to be buried; but, hav- 
ing poured out his Soul unto Death, he was 
not to be left in the Grave, but was to ſee 
his Seed to prolong his Days, and the 
Pleaſure of the Lord was to proſper in his 
Hand : He was to go up on high, and to 
lead Captivity captive; to fit at the right 
Hand of God, until all his Enemies ſhould 
be made his Footſtool. The Spirit was to 
be poured out upon his Servants: He was 
to ſtand for an Enſign of the People, to 
whom the Gentiles ſhould ſeek ; the Ifles 
were to wait for his Law, and he was to be 
for Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth. 
Men and Brethren, we know that Jeſus 
crucified hath been the great ſtumbling 
Block which has lain in your way, to pre- 
vent your coming to him as the promiſed 
Meſſiah. But you plainly ſee, from the 
Prophecies before mentioned, as you like- 
wiſe may from many others, that he muſt 
have been put to Death, otherwiſe he could 
not have been the Meſſiah: For he was ap- 


þ wo by the Grace and Mercy of God to 


e the Propitiation for the Sins of Mankind. 


On him the Lord laid the Iniquities of us 


all: He bore our Griefs and carried our 
Sorrows, He was wounded for our Tranſ- 
reſſions, He was bruiſed for our Iniquities, 


the Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon 
g . | him 


Pal. 69. 27. IIA. 53.9. 12. Pal. 16. 10. TA. 53. 102 
Pfal. 68. 18. Pal, 110. 1. Joel 2, 28. Ila. 11. 10. Its 
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him, and with his Stripes we are healed. 
He was the only true and effectual Atone- 
ment for the Sins of the World, of whom 
all the Sacrifices of old were but Types and 
Figures, For it was not poſſible that the 
Blood of Bulls and of Goats ſhould take 
away Sins; and therefore the Uſe of 
Sacrifices under the Law, was to atone for 
ceremonial Defilements, or at moſt for Sins 
of Ignorance and Infirmity ; whilſt no Ex- 
piation was provided for preſumptuous 
Franſgreſſions. An Atonement for theſe 
could be made only by that Sacrifice, which 
was of infinitely greater Value in the Sight 
of God, than thouſands of Rams, the 
precious Death and Sufferings of the Meſſiah, 
who, in the fullneſs of Time, was to be 
cut off, but not for himſelf. Allowing, 
however the great Efficacy of thoſe Sacri- 
fices which were offered under the Law, 
you have them not to fly to for Refuge: 
they have long ceaſed among you, and 
left you deſtitute of any certain Hope that 
God will accept your Repentance, and blot 
out your Miſdeeds. Your Law expreſsly de- 
_ clares that it is the Blood that maketh atone- 
ment for the Soul : if then you are without 
Hope in the Blood of Chriſt, who was to 
cauſe your Sacrifices and Oblations to ceaſe, 
| Where elſe will you ſeek for the Propitiation 

of your Sins in your laſt Hour, when you 
are about to leave this World, and going to 
| 7 
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appear in the Preſence of a righteous. God, 
who will bring every Work into Judgment, 
with every ſecret Thing, whether it be 
or whether it be Evil! When Rabbi Joc- 
hanan Ben Zachai was ſick, his Diſciples 
eame to vifit him, and when he ſaw them 
he began to weep. They ſaid to him, Rab- 
bi, the Light of Iſrael, the right hand Pil ; 
lar, the ſtrong Hammer, wherefore doſt 
thou weep? He anſwered them, If they 
were carrying me before a King of Fleſh and 
Blood, who is here to Day, and to morrow 
in the Grave; who if he were angry with 
me, his Anger would not laſt for ever; if 
he put me in Bondage, his Bondage would 
not be everlaſting; if he condemned me to 
Death, that Death would not be eternal; 
whom I could ſooth with Words, or | bribe 
with Riches, Yet even in theſe Circum- 
ſtances I ſhould weep; But now I am going 
before the King of Kings, the holy and 
the blefled God, who liveth and — 
for ever and ever; who, if he is angry with 
me, his Anger will laſt for ever ; if he puts 
me in Bondage, his Bondage will be ever- 
laſting ; if he condemns me to Death, that 
Death will be eternal; whom I cannot ſooth 
with Words, nor bribe with Riches: When, 
further, there are before me two ways, the 
one to Hell and the other to Paradiſe, and 
I know not to which they are carrying me. 
Shall I not weep? © Berachoth, Fol. 28. p. 2. 
In this State of Uncertainty will you all 2 


Cas 1 
and in Deſpair will you all die, unleſs you 
ſpeedily lay hold on the Skirts of that Jew, 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, who is the only 
Propitiation for your Sins, Be ye therefore 
no longer tiff necked as your Fathers were, 
but yield yourſelves unto him, that you 
may at length find Deliverance out of all 
your Afflictions; be reinſtated in the Favor of 
God; be Partakers of the ineſtimable Be- 
nefits and Privileges of the new Covenant, 
and that we may altogether become at laſt 
one Fold, under one Shepherd, Jeſus Chrift 
the righteous. Many of you are almoſt, if 
not altogether Chriſtians, your Lives and 
Actions declare it in Spite of yourſelves ; I 
hope the Day of your Redemption draweth 
nigh, you have my beſt Wiſhes for the ſpeedy 
Accompliſhment of it ; for my hearty De- 
fire and Prayer to God for Iſrael is, that 
they may be ſaved. Gratitude will not 

rmit me to conclude this Diſſertation with- 
out thanking my numerous and very re- 
ſpectable Subſeribers, for enabling me to 
teach Rabbi Benjamin the EngliſhLanguage, 
and in Order to perpetuate their good x 
Opinion, humbly requeft that they will 
not partially anticipate greater Things of 
the Tranſlation, than the Nature of the 
Original will admit of, leſt, upon Enquiry, 
that trite Adage, 

Parturiunt Montes, naſcetur ridiculus Mus, 

Be applied to their much obliged, 
and very humble Servant, _ 
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T TRANSLATION 
OF THE 
HEBREW PREFACE. 


trFHIS Book contains the Relations (1) of Þ} 
A4 certain Man of the Kingdom of Navarre, | 
named Rabbi Benjamin, Son of Fonah of Tu- 
dela. (2) (may his Name be had in Honor 
among Poſterity.) This Man, as it urs in 
the following Memoirs, by one continued Journey, 
travelled over a great many of the moſt remote 

Countries, aud wherever be came, he took down 
in 1 1 be either ſaw, or heard 
from the Mouths of thoſe Men, who — 4 

| RT, Bellie; 


1) I tranflate DW IAN Relations, or Stories 
related by Benjamin to his Acquaintance, after his ſup- 
poſed Return, From which it appears that the Writer 
of this Preface, whoever he was, did not think that our 
Author ever publiſhed his Travels during his Life-Time, 
nor even that they were publiſhed from his original Papers; 
but that the Bock was made up after his. Death, by thoſe 
Jews to whom he had related his Adyentures. | E 3 
(2) Tudelais a City of the ancient Kingdom of Navarre, . 
fubject to the King of Spain, pleaſantly ſituated on that : 
Spot, where the Queiles empties itſelf into the River Ebro; 7 
4, or according to others 58 Miles ſouth of Pampelona, þ 
and 54 North of Saragoſſa. It is walled, and has ſeveral 
Churches and Convents, with a ſtately Bridge over the 
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Belief; whoſe good Report (3) had already 
reached the Land of the Sephardim. He like- 
<viſe makes mention of many Princes and il- 
luſtrious Perſonages, wwho dwelt in the different 
Places which he came to: all which Things he, 
at his Return brought back with him to Caſtile, 
in the Year (40 933, (Or 1173 of the Chrif- 
tian ra.) The abovementioned Rabbi Benjamin, 
wwas moreover a Perſon of fine Parts, keen Pe- 
netration, and ſound Judgement, and well ac- 
quainted with the Law. After the moſt critical 
and impartial Enquiry, it appears, that the- 
Words of his Mouth, were the Words of Sober- 
neſs and Truth : for be was a true Man. 


(3) Thoſe who were not — celebrated in their own 
Country, but whofe Fame, had reached the Ears of his 
Brethren in Spain. Thus in the Syriac Verſion of 


„ y 
the New Teſtament, Mat. 4. 24. any, de} And his 


Fane + was nn dread, e | The <ien Jews | | 
_ 


call Spain the Land of Sepharad ; France the Lan 

Zarephath, or Zorphath; Germany the Land of Aſhkenaz, 
They call the Greeks and Turks, Javanites and Togar- 
mains, or Deſcendants of Javan and Togarma ; and pre- 
tend to derive their Authority from Gen. 20. & Obad. v. 20. 


(4)—933- In which as the Cuſtom is among them, the 

4 
thouſands are omitted; to which add which is 
an Abbreviation of pwp. v5 — . ſmalleſt 


Computation, We copy their Example, and even enceed 
them, when we ſay, or date our Letters in the Year 83, S . 
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RABBI BENJAMIN, 

| ape e 


(5) LAUDABLE MEMORY, | 


FF "IS *» PER = um a 
— — hd OO I CITE — 


Rout from Saragoſſa, to Marſeilles, by the Way of 
Bexiers, Montpelier, Lunel, and Beaucaire. ; 


XH Us ſaith Rabbi Benjamin, Son of 
{ Jonah, of laudable Memory. I, fat out 
upon my Travels from (1) Saragoſſa, and 
had an agreeable Paſſage. on the River Ebro to 
Tortoſa : from whence I went in two Days to 
Tarracone, which is the modern Tarragona, an 
ancient City near the Sea, built by the vents 
$i WM | an 


1 | Ur 

£5) br or unn vet Which is uſually tranflated 
of happy, pious, laudable, or bleſſed Memory, according 
to the Dignity and Importance of the Saint or Rabbi 

1) Saragoſa, or Saragoſſa, in ingdem n, 
| * by the . Romans named Coli Auguſta, from 
Auguſtus Cæſar the Founder: yet if we may credit Pliny, 
he was rather the Beautifier and Improver, than the Found- 
er, for he tells us that this City was formerly called Sal- 
duba, Amne Ibero affuſa, Plin, I, 8. c. J» 
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(2) and Javanites; the Buildings of which are 
not to be equalled in all the Land of Sepharad. 
From hence you go, in two Days to Barcelona; 
where you find a holy College of wiſe and pru- 
dent Men, who have among them moſt excellent 
Preſidents and Rulers, namely Rabbi Seſath, 
Rabbi Schealthiel, R. Solomon, the Son of 
R. Abraham, the Son of R. Hhaſdai, of 
happy Memory. This is a ſmall yet elegant 
City, ſituated on the Sea Shore, and as it 
lies very convenient for Trade, is frequented by 
Merchants from all Parts, particularly from the 
Land of Javan, which is Greece; Piſa Genoa, 
Sicily, Alexandria in Egypt, from the Land of 
Iſrael, and all the Confines thereof; from hence 
you go in a Day and half to Gerunda, the mo- 
dern Girona, in Catalonia, where you find a 
ſmall College of Jews. Three Days after you 
leave Gerunda, you arrive at Narbonne, which 
City is the (3) chief of the Law, and from thence 
the Law flows or is communicated to all Countries. 
Here you find moſt excellent Rabbis, men of 
princely Rank ; the chief of whom is R. Kalo- 
mmus, Son of the great princely R. Theodore, 
of blefſed Memory, who according to his own 
Genealogy, is deſcended from the Stock and 
Lineage of David: this Man has large Poſe 
ſeffions and Farms, which have been given him 
by the Lords of that Country, and which No- 
body can take from him. Among thoſe of the 
firſt Rank muſt likewiſe be reckoned R. Abra- 
ham, Head of ' the Sanhedrim, likewiſe R, 

E Machir 


(2) Giants, the original Word is BPÞ2p Anakin, or Sons 
of Anak (ſo called from a Chain or Collar, which he 
wore about his Neck) who is ſaid to be the firſt Parent and 
Propagator of the Race of Giants after the Flood. 

4 (3) oy of — Lo or] — its An- 
uity, but for the Dignity and Importagc Rabbis 
who then mädel in ij... f 
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Machir, and R. Jehuda, and many -ofber Dif. 
.ciples of the wife Men like unto (4) them; there 
lived in this Place, about this Time, near three 
hundred Jews. (5) Bedras lies (6) four Paratangs 
from this Place, where:there is a College of (7) 
the Diſciples of the wiſe Men, the chief among 
whom are R. Solomon. Halaphta, and R. Joſeph, 
Son of R. Nathaniel of pious Memory. Leaving 
Bedras, you go in two Days to Montpelier, (8) 
a Place well adapted for Trade, about two Pa- 


raſangs 


(4) Like aunts them.) Not equal, but bearing ſome Re- 
ſemblance. The Phraſe (ſays C. L'Empereur) is taken 
from Gen. ii. 18. and 20. 

(5) The original Word is un which from the Rout 
our Author is ſuppoſed to take, can be no other than 
Beziers in France. 

(6) FourParaſangs, or ſixteen Miles, Concerning Pa- 
raſangs, c. ſee the Diſſertation · 8 . 
(7) By this Phraſe, which 1 have tranſlated Diſciples of 
the wiſe Men. Enquirers after Wiſdom. Philoſo- 

rs, &c. He does not mean Boys, or young Men only; 

t thoſe of more advanced Years, who were able to teach 
others. As the Greeks ſtiled themſelves. Lovers of Learn- 
ing, or Philoſophers ; ſo the Jews called themſelves Dif- 
ciples of the wiſe Men. 


(s) The Hebrew Name is Wy! M or the Mount of 


Trembling. This Name is — to a Place in the —_ 
Land, to the North of Joſhua's Burying-Place, whic 

Mount, the Jews tell us, ſhook and trembled, becauſe the 
Children of Iſrael did not mourn enough for Joſhua. 
Ptolemy calls it Aya9y Ileag Latin Writers, Mons 
Peſſulanus. Our Author, by keeping too cloſe to the 
Scripture Names of Places, frequently 'becomes obſcure, 
and ſometimes unintelligible. Montp lier, at preſent, be- 
:ides its Univerſity, and Schools of Medicine, boaſts a 
Royal Academy of Sciences; which is compoſed of fix 
honorary Members, three Phyſicians, three Aſtronomers, 
three Mathematicians, three Chymiſts, and three Botaniſts. 
he great Rabelais was of this Univerſity ; and his 
Gown and Cap are till preſerved, with a kind of religious 
Veneration, and uſed. in the Ceremony in conferring the 


Degree of Doëtor. ; 
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CHAP: 39 
raſangs from the Sea, much frequented by great 
Numbers of Edomites and Iſhmaelites from every 
Quarter. From Al Erva, which is Algarve, Lom- 
bardy from mighty Rome, Egypt, Paleſtine, Greece, 
Spain, and England, together with the Genoeſe 
and Inhabitants of Piſa, ſo that there are to be 
found here Men of all Nations and Languages. 
There are in the ſame Place, the moſt famous 
Jewiſh Philoſopbers of this preſent Age, the 
chief of whom are R. Reuben, the Son of Theo- 
dore, and R. Nathan, Son of R. Zacharias, alſo 
R. Samuel, their Principal; laſtly R. Schelemja, 
together with R. Mordecai, of happy Memory, 
Some of them are very rich, and are therefore. 
very bountiful to their poor Brethren, hoſpitably 
entertaining them, and manfully ſtanding in the 
Breach (q) for all thoſe, who place themſelves 
under their Protection. (10) Lunel is four Pa- 
raſangs from hence, where there is a holy Col- 
lege of Iſrael ites, who ſtudy the Law Day and 
Night. Here ſome Time ago dwelt our great 
Rabbi Meſchulam, of happy Memory ; and in. 
the ſame Place live his five Sons, who are great 
Philoſophers and very rich, i. e. R. Joſeph, R. 
Iſaac, R. Jacob, R. Aaron, and R. Aſher, a de- 
vout Man, who being ſeparated (11) from all 

E22 worldly 


(9) The original phraſe is taken from Pſalm 1066, 23, 
which we read in our Tranſlation, —** Had not Moſes his 
choſen ſtood before him in the Breach, 

10. Lunel. Baratier tranſlates,—Trois Paraſanges, three 
Paraſangs. Though all the Copies read pan four. 

(11) Separated, &c.) By which he means that Rabbi 
Aſher was a Phariſee, who exceeded in Severity and Mor- 
tification, the Reſt of that Order, for I do not find that 
they were forbidden the Uſe of animal Food.— Rabbi Na- 
than in Aruch, commenting on the Word W172 tells us, 


it was one who ſeparates himſelf from all Uncleanneſs, 


and from polluted Food; and finally from the common 
| People 
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worldly Buſineſs, ſtudies the Law Day and Night 
(mortifying) .and afflicting himſelf very much, 
and never eating Animal Food. This Man is 
well ſkilled in the Talmudic Writings. Here 
you likewiſe meet with that great R. Moſes Giſſo, 
and R. Samuel (Hhaſan) (12) R. Solomon (13) 
the Prieſt, with R. Jehuda (14) the Phyſician, 
the Son of Tibbon. the Spaniard, all the Jews 
who come io this Place to be inſtructed in the 
Law from the moſt diſtant Countries are kindly 
received, and ſupplied with Food, Cloaths, &c. 
at the publick irs, They really are wife 
ard holy Men, diligent Obſervers of the Pre- 
cepts; always ready to aſſiſt and protect their 
Brethren, whether Neighbours or Foreigners. 


This Place contains about three hundred Jews 
(whom 


People, who were careleſs and indifferent in the Choice of 
their Victuals. As the Jews looked upon this Name in a 
very honourable Light, ſo St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the 
Phil. 3, 5. ſpeaking of the Jewiſh Doctors, tells them 
that he was in no wiſe their Inferior in thoſe Things which 
were honourable and advantageous among them, but was 
*#G&T&% YOjhov Gagioaiog as touching the Law a P hariſee. A ſi- 
milar Paſſage occurs, Acts 26, 5. | s 

(12) The Word iin means a Reader, a Preacher, School- 
maſter, ſometimes a Profeſſor in ſome College ; and Cod, 
Maccoth, ch 3. par. 12, an Executioner. 

(13) Solomon.) He is commonly called by the Jews, 
Wh" i. e. Rabbi Solomon Jarchi (or rather Jerachi) 
from the City Lunel, which takes its name from nw 
Jareach, Luna the Moon. He is alſo called Rabbi Solo- 
mon Iſacides, from his Father's Name. He died Anno 
Domini 1105, together with his Diſciple, who compoſed 
thoſe Prayers, called, mid or the Circle, which contain 
many bitter Invectives againſt Chriſtians in general, and 
the Church of Rome in particular. This is one of Benja- 


min's Errors in Chronology, for Wn was dead long 


before. 
(14) R. Judah, &. He was the Father of that Rabbi 


Samuel, who tranſlated the Morc-Nebochim of Maimonides 


out of Arabic, into Hebrew, 
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(whim may the Rock and Redeemer of Iſrael 
preſerve.) ThisTown lies two Paraſangs from the 
Sea. Poticaires or Beaucaire, a very large Town, 
is two Paraſangs from hence, in which are near 
forty Jews, and a celebrated Univerſity, govern- 
ed by that excellent Profeſſor, R. Abraham, Son 
of R. David, of happy Memory, deſervedly cele- 
brated for his good Deeds, his profound Know- 
ledge in the Talmud as well as Scriptures. His 
Fame is ſo great, that Pupils reſort to him from 
the moſt diſtant Countries for Improvement in 
| the Law, who find with him every Accommo- 
dation neceſſary to accelerate their Studies, and 
| all who are indigent are provided for according to - 
their Wants (he being very rich) from his own 
private Purſe. Here are other Philoſophers, . 
likewiſe in this Place, namely R. Jofeph, don of 
R. Menahem, R. Benbenſchath, R. Benjamin, . 
R. Abraham, and R. Iſaac, Son of R. Moſes, . 
of happy Memory. The Town of: Nogres 
(which is alſo called Hyy4 p34 Borough of 
Giles) lies about three Paratarlgs "Be Potioaires. 
Here dwell about a hundred Jewiſh Philoſophers, 
the chief of whom are R. Iſaac, Son of R. 
i Jacob, R. Abraham, Son of R. Juda, R. Eli-- 
ezer, R. Iſaac, R. Mloſes, and R. Jacob, the Son + 
of the great R. Levi of bleſſed Memory. This 
Place is frequented by Jews from various Nations, 
and Iſlands, being not above three Miles diſtant 
ſrom the Sea, on the very Banks of the great* 
River Rhone, which wathes the whole Province. . 
Here dwell R. Abbi-Mari, a Man of princely 
/ 


Rank, and R. Iſaac of bleſſed Memory, Prefect : 
to the Governor Damon. Three Paraſangs be- 

yond this Town lies the City of Arles, in which 
are two hundred Jews, the chief of whom are 
R. Moles, R. Tobias, R. Ifajah. and R. Solo- 
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mon, the great R. Nathan, andR. Abba-Mari, 
of laudable Memory. From Arles you go in 
three Days to Marſeilles, in which are many 
very illuſtrious and wiſe Men, inſomuch that 
there are two Synagogues in it; containing near 
three hundred Jews each, one of which 1s rather 
low, as toits Situation, and hangs over the Sea 
Shore, the other is likewiſe near the Sea, but 
fituated exceeding high on a Fortreſs, containin 
2 venerable College of the Liſciples of the wiſe 
Men, R. Simeon, the Son of R. Antoli, R. 
Jacob, his Brother, and R. Lebaro, are Govern- 
ors of the higher Synagogue, and R. Jacob 
Phirphieno, a very rich Man, R. Abraham and 
his Son-in-Law N. Meir, R. Iſaac, and that 
other Meir, of laudable Memory, preſide over the 
lower. This Maritime City is very famous for 
its Commerce. 


*** 


ns — "TE 


. . 


From Marſeilles, through Genoa, Piſa, and Lucca, 
to Rome, with ſome Account of the laſt mentioned 
City. 


FROM (1) Marſeilles you embark for Genoa, 

another maritime Town, and get there in 
about four Days. Here live two Jews, R. Samuel, 
the Son of Celam, and his Brother, they are Na- 
tives of Sabatha (which is the modern Vaai ) 
and good Men. The City is encompaſſed with 
5. a Wall, 


(1) Marſeilles] A very ancient, large, rich, and populous 
City in France, ſituated on the Coaſt of the Mediterranean 
Sea, where it has a ſafe and ſpacious Harbour, about 7 
Leagues from Aix to the South, and fourteen from Arles 
ty the South Eaſt. . 
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a Wall, ſubje&t to no King, but governed by 
Senators, who are appointed by the common 
Suffrages of the People. All the Inhabitants 
have Turrets on the tops of their Houſes, from 
whence in Times of civil Commotion, they 
make War upon each other. The Genoeſe are 
Lords of the Ocean, having a great Number of 
light, nimble Ships called Galleys, which are 
aces, ſcouring the Seas for Plunder and 
poils, which they bring back to Genoa. They 
are at War with the People of Piſa, who liye 
about two Days Journey from hence. This 
City is very large, ornamented with ten thouſand 
Turrets, from which they annoy their Enemies, 
and defend themſelves, in Time of civil. Com- 
motions, like the Genoeſe, The Citizens are 
brave Men, ſubject to no King or Prince what- 
ever ; but are governed by Senators of their own 
chuſing; there are about I Jews in it, the 
chief of whom are R. Moſes, R. Hajim and R. 
Joſeph, of laudable Memory. The City has no 
Wall round it, and is four Miles diſtant ſrom the 
Sea, but has a navigable River, for the con- 
venience of their Veſſels, which runs into the 
very City. Lucca (where there are about forty 
Jews) lies four Paraſangs from Piſa, it is a large 
City: the moſt eminent of the Jews, who re- 
fide here are R, David, R. Samuel, and R. Jacob, 
From hence you go in ſix Days to that mighty 
Rome, which is the Metropolis of the Edomites; 
about two hundred Jews reſide in this City, 
honorable Men, who pay Tribute to no Power 
whatever: many of whom are in the Service of 
Pope Alexander, who is a very great Prince, 
and chief of the Edomitiſh Religion; here are 
likewiſe to be met with ſome very great Philo- 
ſophers, the chief of whom are the great R, 
| | Daniel, 
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Daniel, and R. Jehiel, the Pope's Miniſter, a 
handſome young Man, wiſe and prudent; who 
frequents the Pope's Palace, being chief Steward 
or Manager of his Affairs. This Man is the 
Deſcendant of R. Nathan, the Author of Toy 
Aruch, together with the Commentaries. K 
Joad, Son of the great R. Solomon, R. Menahem, 

ead of the Academy, R. Jehiel, who lives on 
the other Side of the Tyber, and R. Benjamin, 
the Son of R. Schabtai, of laudable Memory, 


are all Men of Note and Eminence. Rome is 


divided into two Parts, between which the Ty- 
ber runs in ſuch a Manner, as to afford the 
Traveller an agreeable View of both Parts of the 
City, from the River. In the former Part is the 
great high Place, (2) called Peter of Rome, 

+ likewiſe 


(2) All the Commentators and Tranſlators have grofsly 
miſunderſtood this Paſſage. C. L' Empereur renders 753 
Bamah, by Templum, and Baratier by Egliſe. Tho' the 
Place alluded to is undoubtedly St. Peter's Church, and 
no other, yet the impenitent Benjamin never meant to ho- 
nor any Chriſtian Edifice with that Epithet, much leſs St. 
Peter's, but called it an high Place, meaning an idolatrous 
high Place, as da Bamah fignifies in the 88. when 
the inſpired Writers ſpeak of, or allude to, the ido- 
latrous Places of Worſhip of the ancient Iſraelites, and 
their Neighbours, from whom they borrowed thoſe ſuper- 
ſtitious Cuſtoms, &c. Kwan > is again tranſlated: St. 


Peter's, but V Shel, which is here rendered by the Word 


Saint, is oy a Sign of the Genitive Caſe, for the Jews never 
honor Chri 
to the Saints of the Old Teſtament, Thus Benjamin, 
when ſpeaking of Abraham, Elijah, Samuel, &c. writes 
n £25 SaintAbraham,mb>R ww SaintElijah SwnU v 
Saint Samucl. 1 

The Arabian Geographer of Nubia calls Rome one 
of the Pillars of the Nazarenes, by which he means Chriſ- 
tians. He afterwards ſays it was the greateſt ; that the reſt 
were Antioch, Alexandria, and Jeruſalem. 


To the Name of Peter the ſame Author adds that of 


Paul, 


ians with that Title, but are very liberal of it 
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tkewiſe the Palace of Julius Cæſar, the Great, 
with many Edifices and publick Works, which 
are not to be equalled by any in the whole 
World. This City, including thoſe Parts which 
are inhabited, and thoſe which are in Ruins, oc- 
cupies a Space of Ground of about twenty-four 
(3) Miles in Extent : it contains the fourſcore 
Palaces of fourſcore Kings; who for their Know- 
ledge of their own Law, are called Emperors, 
from the Reign of Tarquin, to the Reign of 
Pipus (4) the Father of Charles, who was the firſt 
that ſubjected all the land of Sepharad to his 
Authority, and drove out the Iſhmaelites. There 
is to be ſeen without Rome, the Palace of Titus ; 
who was rejected by 300 Senators, for his Diſo- 
bedience, having ſpent three Years in the Siege 
of Jeruſalem, which was one Year more than 
they had decreed for that Purpoſe, Here is like- 
wiſe the Palace of the Emperor Veſpaſian, 
pe os i v hw L 25 * 
5 A gs , hh wits wike 
ple, £5 ws AY; wii) 55 Ale, 
ci SIS gens . u 

* Within the City is a large Church, dedicated to the 
Fe ſtles Peter and Paul, who lie there in two Sepulchres. 
„The Length of the Church is three Hundred Cubits. The 
« Pillars of it are of molten Braſs, and the Walls are like- 
** wiſe covered (or wrought over) with yellow Braſs.” 

(3) Twenty four] T - Arabian Geographer ſays nine. 
Miles. But this may eaſily be porno | by ofer” Hermes 
that he comprehends only that Part of Rome which was 
inhabited, while our Author takes in both that which was. 
inhabited, and that which was laid waſte. | 

(4) Pipus. He means Pepin the Father of Charlemain, 
whoſe Hiſtory is too well known to need a Comment in 
this Place. This, together with the Account which Ben- 


jamin gives us of Titus, &c. ſhews us how little the Jews 
were acquainted with Hiſtory, 
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which has the Appearance of a Citadel or For- 
treis, and is a very large and ſubſtantial Build- 
ing. To this may be added the Palace of the 
Emperor Galbin, (5) which has three hundred 
and ſixty Halls, or as ſome read towers in ix, in 
Imitation of the Days of the Year, being alto- 
gether about three Miles in Circumference, There 
was once a very bloody War in this Palace, in 
which were ſlain upwards of a hundred thoutland 
Men, whoſe Bones are hung up unto this Day ;. 
and in order to make ſucceeding Generations ac- 

uainted with the Particulars of this ancient 


War, the whole Tranſaction was, by the King's 


Command, repreſented on all ſides of the Palace, 
where ycu may ſee Army oppofed againſt Army, 


Men with their Horſes and Armour pourtrayed 
in curious Sculpture. There is likewiſe in the 


ſame City a ſubterraneous Cavern, in which are 
to be ſeen fitting on their Thrones, a King, his 
Queen Confort, and about a hundred of their 


Nobility, curiouſly embalmed, which remain 


onto this Day. In the Bafttica of Stephen, (6) 
near his Image, and in the high Place, are tuo 


brazen Pillars, built by King Solomon, who reſts 
in Peace; on each of which theſe Words are 


engraved. Solomon the Son of David. The 
Jews who live there, told me that every Year, 
on the Ninth (7) Day of the Month Ab, the ſweat 
flowed from theſe Pillars like Water, There 


(5) Galbin. He means Galba, who ſucceeded Nero, 
This Error may have crept in through the Carrleſſneſs or 
Haſte of ſome Scribe. | 


(6) Stephen. The Word is written "WY perhaps from 


a Corruption of the French Eſtiene, to which Pronunciation 


B. had been accuſtomed. 


(7) The Jews have a Tradition to account for this. On 
the ninth Day of the Month Ab, the Iſraelites were over- 
thrown in the Wilderneſs ; and on a ſimilar Day the Houſe 
of the Sanctuary was burned with Fire. | 


* 
5 " +» +» 
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likewiſe is a Cave, where Titus the Son of Veſ- 
paſian laid up the Veſſels of the holy Temple, 
which he brought away from Jeruſalem. There 
is another Grotto or Cavern, on a Hill near the 
River Tyber, where the ten juſt Men are (8) 
buried of laudable Memory, who are called the 

| Martyrs 


(8) Martyrs of the Kingdom, &c.] Or, as the Phraſe may 
be more literally tranflated, Slain of the Kingdom, were 
(as the Jews inform us) thoſe who voluntarily devoted 
themſelves to Death, for the Glory of God, and the Wel- 
fare of thePeople. The learned Buxtorff ſays, they were 
ſuch as laid down their Lives for the Preſervation of the 
Jewiſh Kingdom ; but as the Jews at that Time had neither 
Kingdom, nor Republic, it will be more rational to 
_ ſuppoſe, that as they called Rome by way of Eminence, the 
Kingdom, ſo they called theſe ten Men alluded to, the 
Slain of the Kingdom, becauſe they ſuffered under the Ro- 
man Government. The Firſt of "theſe Saints, according to 
Rabbi David Gantz, was Rabbi Simeon, Prince of Iſrael, 
Son of that Gameliel, who was St. Paul's Tutor, and 
Grandſon to that Rabbi Simeon, who took our bleſſed Sa- 
viour in his Arms in the Temple, Luke 2, 28. The Se- 
cond was Ananiah, Sagan of the High Prieſt. Both fell 
during the Siege of Jeruſalem, or very ſoon after. The 
Third was Rabbi Iſhmael, Son of Eliſha, a very handſome 
man; ſo beloved 'tis faid, by the Emperor's Daughter, that 
ſhe ordered the Skin of his Face and Head to be taken off 
after his Death. He was put to Death ſome Time after 
the former. The Fourth was Rabbi Akiba, Son of Joſeph, 
he fell A. D. 120, for acknowledging Bar Coziba for the 
Meſſiah. His Fleſh was raked from his Bones with Iron 
Combs; during which he inceſſantly repeated (Deut. 6, 4) 
« Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is one Lord. The 
Fifth was Judah, whoſe Body was pierced through like a 
Sieve, with three Hundred Arrows. The Sixth was Ana- 
niah, Son of Tardion, burnt together with a Book of the 
Law. The 7th was Hotzphat- Hammetutgeman, or the 
Interpreter. The $th was Rabbi Jiſhchab, the Scribe; he 
was eaten h The gth was Eliezer, Son of Scha- 
moah, er of Judah the Saint. The 1oth is uncer- 
„ ſome ſay Juda, Son of Tema; others Eliezer, Son 
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Martyrs of the Kingdom. In the next place, 
fronting the Lateran Image, or John of Latecan, 
is a Statue of Samſon holding a Stone Globe in 
his Hand : Abſalom the Son of David, and the 
Emperor Conſtantine, who built the City Con- 
ſtantina ; which, after his Name, is called Con- 
ſtantinople. The Emperor and his Horſe are of 
Braſs, but were originally covered over with 
Gold. There are alſo many other grand 
Buildings, and public Works at Rome, which 
no Man can deſcribe. 


K. I. 


From Rome, through Capua, Puzzuols, Naples, 
Salerno and other Parts of the Kingdom of 
Naples, to Cor fou. | 


(CAPUA, a great City, lies four Journies from 
Rome It was formerly built byKingCapys: it 
3s{1) extremely neat and elegant, but b Reaſon 
of the Badneis of the Waters, very thinly in- 
habited : Yet it Contains near three hundred 
Jews, ſome of whom are very great Philoſo- 
phers, and Men of Note in all Places: the chief 
of whom are R. Konpaſſo, and R. Samuel, who 
are Brethren, beſides R. Zaken, and that great 
R. David, of happy Memory, whom they call 
| our 


(1) This Place deſerves all the Praiſe, which our Author 
wes it in Spight of the badneſs of the Water. The 
uxuries of Capua, were the ruin of Hannibal, and his 
victorious Army.—Prona ſemper Civitas in Luxuriam non In- 
eniorum modo Vitio.— Sed fluent; Cepia Voluptgtum, & I- 
__ emnis Amantatis maritima terrefirique,—Ltv, Decad. 
2 J. Jo C. 4. : | 
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our Prince. Leaving Capua, you go on to (2) 
Puteoli, or Puzzuolo, formerly called Surento, 2 
large City, built by Tzintzan-Hadarezer, when 
he fled away for Fear of King David, who 


reſts in Peace, This Place was once nearly de- 


firoyed by an Inundation of the Sea, which 
broke in upon each Side of it. And even now, 
the Traveller may ſee (in the Water) Towers, 
Forums, &c. which were originally in the mid- 
dle of the City. From that tame Place a Foun- 
tain flows, where there is found an Oily matter, 
commonly called Vitriol, which the Inhabitants 
collect from the Surface-of -the Water, and uſe 
in Medicine. Here are alſo hot Baths, which 
ariſe from a Spring on the Sea Shore. Two of 
theſe Baths are much frequented by People af- 
flicted with a variety af Complaints; who find 
by that means their Health improved, and their 
Pains at leaſt alleviated, if not perfectly cured, 
all Sorts of Patients from Lombardy flock here 
in the Summer Seaſon. From hence the Traveller 
urſues his Journey for fifteen Miles under the 
ountains ; the Contriver of this Work was Ro- 
mulus, who built Rome, and made theſe Places, 
when he was apprehenſive of an Invaſion from 
David, King (3) of lirael, and Joab, his Captain 
of the Hoſt, There are alſo other Works (of the 
like Nature) which he built both above and be- 
| ' of low 
(2) Haderezer's founding Puteoli, which our Author 
confounds with Surentum is pleaſant enough, and ſtrong] 
pow out to us the romantic Notions of the Age in which 
e lived. In 2 Sam. 8. this Prince is called Hadad- 
ezer, in Chron. 1. & 18. Hadarezer, which may eaſily 
be accounted for by a miſtake in tranſcribing 7 Daleth for 
Reſh, or, W Reſh, for -Daleth. How many ſuch Errors 
may have crept into the ſacred Writings, in Matters of 
far greater Importance ? ; 
_ (3) Another grand Proof, our Author's Ignorance of 
Chronology and Hiſtory in general, 


: 
— "Wh 
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low the Mountains of Naples ; which well for- 
tified City is ſituated on the Sea Shore, and was 
originally built by the Javanites ; near five 
hundred Jews reſide in it: among whom are R. 
Ezechias, R. Schallum, R. Elias, the Prieſt, and 
R. Iſaac, of happy Memory, a Native of Mount 
Hor, From hence you go in one Day to Salerpho, 
or rather Salerno, where there is a College of 
Edomitiſh Phyſicians, together with about fix 
hundred Jews; thoſe among them, who excel in 
© Wiſdom, are R. Juda, Son of R. Iſaac, the ce- 
lebrated Rabbi Melchiſedec, Siphonath, or 
Siponto, R. Solomon the Prieſt, R. Elias, the 
Javanite, R. Abraham, of Narbonne, and laſtly 
R. Thimmon. The Fown is defended by a 
Wall on the fide of the Continent, the other 
Part hangs over the Sea Shore; and it has for 
farther Security a Tower ſtrongly fortified on the 
Summit of a high Hill. Melfi, or Amalfi, is a 
half Day's Journey trom Salerpho, where there 
are about twenty Jews, among whom are Hana- 
neel, the Phyſician, and R. Eliſha, together with 
Abu Algid, the magnificent, of happy Memory, 
The Gentiles who inhabit that Part of the 
Country are Merchants, who travel to different 
Parts with their Merchandize : they never ſow 
their Ground, but provide all Neceſſaries with 
Money (which they gain by Traffic.) Though they 
live in the high Mountains and Summits of the 
Rocks, yet they abound in Wine and Olive 
Vineyards, Gardens and Orchards, nor are any 
People able to contend in War with them, 
From hence you go in one Day to Benevento, a 
greatCity, ſituated upon a certain Hill or Moun- 
tain, not far from the Sea, where there are near 
two hundred Jews, the chief of whom are R. 
Kalonymus, R. Zera, and R. Abraham, of * 
N Able 


near the Sea: here 
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able Memory. You then go in two Days to 
Malchi, in the Region of Apulia, in which 
there are great Plenty of Beans. The chief 
Men, among the two hundred Jews, who lve 
here, are R. Ahimaaz, R. Nathan, and R. T2 
dok: Aſculi is one Day's Journey beyond it. A- 
mong the forty Jews who live here, R. Kontilo, 
his Son in Law R. Tzemah, and R. Joſeph, of 
laudable Memory, are the moſt celebrated. Trani 
is two Days ä — from hence, it lies very 

ravellers embark for Je- 
ruſalem, becauſe the Haven or Port is the 
moſt commodious for that Purpoſe. Here you 
find a College of near two hundred Iſraelites, 
the chief of whom are R. Elias, R. Nathan, 
the Preacher, and R. Jacob. The City itſelf is 
elegant and ſpacious. Michael De Bar, formerly 


a great City, lies about a Day's Journey beyond 


this Place, it was deftroyed by William, King of 
Sicily, and is at preſent inhabited neither by 
Jews nor Gentiles, from hence you gg in half a 


Day to Tarento, (4) the beginning of the Kingdom 


of Calabria, where the Inhabitants are Javan- 
ites. It is a great City, in which there are about 
three hundred Jews, ſome of whom. are very 
reat Philoſophers; the moſt eminent are R. 
ali, R. Nathan, and R. Iſrael. Barnedis is a 
Day's Journey from hence, it lies near the Sea ; 
in which there are about ten Jews, who are Dyers 
of Purple. Otranto, (5) a Town ſimilar in Si- 
tuation, lies twoDay's Journey from hence upon 
2 the 


(4) Tarento.] He calls this the beginning of Calabria, 
and the Inhabitants Javanites, or Greeks, becauſe the 
Greeks founded many Cities in Italy; from whence it was 
called Magna Græcia, which name Calabria retained after 
all the Reſt had loſt it. 


(5) This is ſuppoſed to be the Tos; of Ptolemy, 
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the Shore of that Sea, which waſhes the Land 
of Javan, here are about five hundred Jews ; the 
moſt eminent are R. Menahem, R. Caleb, R. 
Meir, and R. Mali. Croſſing the Sea from hence, 
after a two Days Voyage, you reach Okrophus, 
or Corfu, (G) where there is only one Jew, named R. 
Joſeph. This Place is reckoned hitherto to be- 
long to the Kingdom of Sicily. 


„ 


From Corfu, through Greece and Walachia, to Con- 
Pantinople. 


FROM Corfu, after a Paſſage of twoDays, you 
come toLabta, (i) the beginning of the King- 
tom of Emanuel, King of the Javanites: it is 
a Village, in which there are about a hundred 
ws, the chief of whom are R. Schelaja, and 
Hercules: Achilon (2) lies two Days Journey 
beyond it; here are about ten Jews ; the prin- 
cipal of them is R. Schabtai. From hence you 
go to Natolicon in half a Day. This Place 1s 
tituated upon an Arm of the Sea. From Nateli- 
con) you coaſt it along in one Day to Patras, a 
City which belonged to Antipater, King of the 
Javanites, who was one of the four Kings who 
jucceeded Alexander. Here are to be ſeen large 
and ancient Buildings, and here are alſo about 
fifty Jews; thoſe of moſt note are R. Iſaac, R. 
5 Jacob, 


(6) The great Scaliger ſays this Iſland belonged to Sicily 
in. our Author's Time. 


'  -- (1) c. L'Empereur reads Larta, and Baratier ſuppoſes | 
it to be the modern St. Maure. | 
(2) Read Alcipus, vid, C. L'Empereur, ibid. 
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Jacob, and R. Samuel. From this Town you 
have about a halt Day's Voyage ta Lepanto, 
or the ancient Naupactus, where there are about a 
hundred Jews, who dwell on the Sea Shore ; the 
moſt eminent are R. Gizri, R. Schallum, and 
R. Abraham, of happy Memory. From hence 
you go in a Day and half to Cours, or Criſſa, 
where there are two hundred Jews, who are the 
ſole Inhabitants of Mount Parnaſſus; who fow 
and reap in their own Inheritance ; and have for 
their Rulers R. Solomon, R. Hhajim, and R. 
Tedaja. From hence you go in three Days to the 
Metropolitan City of Corinth, (3) which con- 
tains about three hundred Jews, the chief of 
whom are R. Leo, R. Jacob, and R, Ezechias; 
you then go in three Days, to the great City of 
Thebes, here you find about two thouſand Jews, 
who are the moſt excellent Manufacturers of 
Silk and Purple in all the Territories of the Ja- 
vanites; among whom are ſome very learned 
Men, who know more of the Miſhna, and Tal- 

| F 3 | mud,. 


(3) Corinth.) The modern Gereme, ſituated between 
the Bays of Lepanto, and Engia, fifty Miles Weſt of 
Athens. 

The Buildings are not now contiguous, but intermixed. 
with Fields and Gardens, which _—_— it look like a Vil- 
lage the Caſtle is ſituated on a high ſteep Rock above it, 
of very difficult Acceſs. The Country about it abounds 
with Corn, Wine, and Oil. From the Caſtle, there is one 
of the fineſt Proſpects in the World, having the Sea in full 
View on the Eaſt and Weſt, and. a fine Country North and 
South. The narroweſt Part of the Iſthmus is about ſix Miles 
over, and on a Mount there, called Oneius, were anciently 
celebrated the Iſthmian Games: There are ſtill the Ruins. 
of a Town about it, and of Temples dedicated to the Sun, 
Neptune, Diana, Pluto, Ceres, and Bacchus, and ſome Re- 
mains of the Wall built by the Lacedemonians, croſs. the 


uind. from Sea to Sea, to ſecure the Peleponeſian Pe- 
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mud, than any of the preſent Age. The moſt 
eminent are the —_ Doctor R. Aaron Cutai, 
and his Brother R. Moſes, R. Hija, R. Elias 
Thirtino, and R. Joctan, who are not to be 
equalled, but in the City of Conſtantinople, 
From this Place you go in one Day to Ægriphou, 
(4) a great City near the Sea, much frequented by 
foreign Merchants from every Quarter and Corner 
of the World. There are about two hundred 
* in it, whoſe Rulers are R. Elias Pſalteri, 
Emanuel, and R. Caleb. To Jabuſteriſa is 
another Day's Journey, it is a maritime Town, 
where there are about a Hundred Jews; the chief 
are R. Joſeph, R. Samuel, and R. Nathanja. 
Robinica is a Day's Journey diſtant from hence, 
where you find about one hundred Jews, who 
are governed by R. Joſeph, R. Eleazer, and R. 
Haac, from wheuce you go in one Day to dinon 
Potmo, in which there are about fifty Jews; the 
Chef Rulers of whom, are R. Solomon, and 
R. Jacob. This is the beginning of Walachia, 
the Inhabitants of which dwell in the Mountains, 
and are called after their Country, Walachians, 
they are as ſwift as mountain Goats, and make 
frequent Deſcents upon the Javanitiſh Terri- 
tories, for Spoil, and Plunder, none are able to 
contend with them in War, nor can any King 
ſubdue them. They obſerve not the Religion of 
the Nazarenes, and give themſelves Fewiſh 
Names From whence ſome aſſert that they 
are Jews, that they call the Jews their Brethren, 
and that when they meet with any of our People 
they rob, but never kill them; as they do the 
Jayanites. Upon the whole, they are a ſet of law- 
leis People. From thence you go in two Days 
| =o . 
4) This Egriphou, ſays Baratier, is the City of Negro» 
23 ifs — call Egri- os. 1 2 
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to Gardegi, a ruinous Place, inhabited by a 
ſmall nuinber of Javanites and Jews. Two 
Days Journey beyond (Gardegi) lies Armilo, a 
great and maritime City, which is a Commo- 
dious Fair or Place of Traffic, for the Veni- 
tians, Piſanians, Genoeſe and all Merchants who 
frequent it. It is an extenſive Territory, which 
contains about 'four hundred Jews ; the chief of 
whom are the great R. Schilo, R Joſeph the 
Stewatd, and R. Solomon the Governor. From 
hence Men Travel to Biſſino in one Day, where 
there are near one hundred jews, thote of moſt 
Note, are the great R. Schabtai, R. Solomon, 
and R. Jacob, From thence, after a Voyage of 
two Days (5) you come to Saloutki, built by 
King Seleucus, one of thoſe four Races or Princes, 
of the Javanites, who ſucceeded Alexander, It 
is a very large City, in which dwell near five 
hundred Jews, and among others the great R. 
Samuel with his Sons, who are great Philoſo- 
phers. This Man is, by the _ Permiſſion, 
chief Ruler of the Jews in this Place. There 
are beſides R. Schabtai, his Son in Law, R. 
Elias, and R. Michael; and likewiſe a great 
Number of exiled Jews who exerciſe different 
Trades. Mitriſi is two Days Journey from hence: 
here you find about twenty Jews, among whom 
are K. Eſaias, R. Machir, and R. Eliab. Twa 
Days after you come to Darma, where you 
find about one hundred and forty Jews, the chief 
among whom are R. Michael, and R. Joſeph. 
You afterwards travel in one Day to Caniftolai, 
and find twenty Jews. From hence you go in 
three 


(5) C. L' Empereur tranſlates Se eucia, but 'tis more 
| likely to be a Corruption of Salonichi, ; 


x6 — . 


three Days to Abyro, ſuppoſed to be the modern 
Aprio, a City upon the Sea Coaſt. 


. 
Deſcription of Conſtantinople. 


FROM this Place the Traveller purſues his 


Journey among the (1) Mountains, for the 
-=_ of five Days, till he comes to the great 
ity of Conſtantinople, which is the Metropolis 
of the Empire of the Javanites, who are called 


Greeks; and the Reſidence of the Emperor 
Emanuel, (2) who has twelve Kings under him; 


who have each their reſpective Palaces at Con- 
ſtantinople, and bave (their) Caſtles, Cities and 
Poſſeſſions over all the Land. The chief of all 
is the Emperor. The firſt (of the twelve) is 
called the great Overſeer, the ſecond the great 
Houſholder, the third Lord; the fourth Great 
General; the fifth the Financier or ¶conomiſt, 
and the Names of the Reſt are ſimilar, Con- 
ſtantinople (3) is eighteen Miles in Circumfer- 


ENCE, 


(1) Riſum teneatis amici? 

(2) This Emperor of the Greeks was Manuel Com- 
menes, he began his Reign A. D. 1143, and died 1180, he 
was remarkable for his Treachery and Duplicity to the 
Chriſtian Powers, during the Cruſades. The twelve Kings 
are no other than the Emperors Miniſters, as plainly ap- 
pears from their Names do is a Jewiſh Pronunciation 
of. prepolitus ven nw of Keyas AopeoTixos Wp of 
Dominus, DPIPN of Ae νν Agra and vm DY2pÞR 
of Oixorou®- wayne | NE 

(3) Conſtantinople, or the Port called by the Turks 
Stambol, and by the Jews NY32wt> Coſtantina, the an- 
cient Byzantium, ſtands on a narrow Strait between Eu- 
rope and Aſia, and is the Key to both. What was in 
our Author's Time called the Spaniſh. and Ruſſian Seas, 
are now called the Marryora, and Black Sea. 


ence, and ſituated in ſuch a manner, that the 
one half is waſhed by the Sea; and the other 
bounded by the Continent. It hangs over two 
Arms of the Sea, or is ſituated on two Straits, 
one of which ariſes from the Ruffian Sea, and 
the other from the Sea of Sepharad, which ir 
Spain, Here Merchants of every Sort aſſemble 
together, from Babylon, from all Meſopotamia, 
Media, Perſia, from all the Kingdom of Egypt, 
Canaan, Ruſſia, Hungary, Peſiinki, Buria, — 
bardy, and finally from the Land of the Sephar- 
dim. This cauſes a perpetual Hurry of People, 
who traffick in this Place from all Parts of the 
World by Land and Sea, inſomuch that in this Re- 
— it exceeds all other Cities, except the great 
ity of Bagdad, the Metropolis of the Iſhmael- 
ites; here alſo is the high Place, by which is meant 
Ghurch, of Sophia, and the Pope (4) of the Javan- 
ites ; becauſe they are not obedient to the Re- 
ligion of the Roman Pope. The Altars equal 
in Number the Days of the Year. The im- 
menfe Wealth which is brought hither, from 
each Region, Citadel, and fortified Place, as 2 
yearly Tribute, exceeds all Conception, and 
outvies in Riches all 'the high Places in the 
World. In the middle (5) ot the high Place of 
Sophia are found an innumerable Quantity of 
Gold and Silver Pillars, together with Chande- 
liers, &c. of the like Metal. There is likewiſe 
a Place where the Emperor is accuſtomed to re- 


gale 


(4) Pope. By which is meant the Patriarch. 

(5) The Temple or Church of Saint Sophia, ſinee 
converted into a Moſque, is here to be underſtood, which 
according to an old Fable (ſays C. L' Empereur) has as 
many Entrances as there are Days in the Year. The 
Hiſtorian multiplies Gates into Churches, or as the Word 
may be more literally rendered, idolatrous high Places. 
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gale himſelf, very near the Wall of his Palace, 
called the Hippodrome ; where he exhibits a 
great Shew annually on the Birth-Day of Jeſus 
the Nazarene. At ſuch Times there are ſhewn 
in the Preſence of the King and Queen, all forts 
of People in the World, in their own Like- 
neſſes, by different Kinds of Enchantment. (6) 
They are likewiſe accuſtomed to bring out at 
theſe Times, Lions, Bears, Leopards, wild Aſſes, 
and Birds, which fight together for the Amuſement 
of the Spectators. Nor is any public Shew to be 
ound that can equal it, The Emperor Emanuel 
has likewiſe built a great Palace near the Sea 
for, his Reſidence, beſides that built by his An- 
ceſtors, and named it Bilchernas, which he has 
ornamented with Pillars, and wrought over with 
the pureſt Gold and Silver, on which are re- 
preſented, in Sculpture, the Wars of his An- 
ceſtors, together with his own. In the ſame 
Place he has erected a Throne, compoſed of 
Gold and Gems, over which hangs a Crown of 
Gold, by a Chain of the ſame Metal, of equal 
imenſions with the Seat below it. There are 
Jewels in it, of ſuch Value as cannot eaſily be 
eſtimated; the Luſtre of it is ſo great as to 
make any otherLight altogether unneceſſary in the 
Night Time. I here are likewiſe many other Curi- 
oſities, very difficult to be reckoned up. To this 
Place is annually brought the Tribute Mone 
from all the Land of .Javan, and that in ſuch 
Plenty, that the Towers are filled with Gar- 
ments of Silk, Purple, and Gold, nor is there 
ſuch a Building, or ſuch Riches to be found in 
any Country, The daily Tribute of this City, 


(6) What we call Legerdemain, Juggling, &c. was in 


thoſe ignorant and ſuperſtitious Times ſuppoſed to be per- 
formed by the Power of Enchantment, 
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is ſaid to amount to twenty thouſand: Pieces of 
Gold, which ariſes from Impoſts, hire of Shops, 
Markets, and Tribute of the Merchants, who 
flock together here from Sea and Land. The 
Javanitiſh Inhabitants of this — are very 
rich in Gold and Jewels, and wear Silk Veſts, 
over which they throw other ſpotted Garments, 
interwoven. and embroidered with Gold, and 
thus apparelled, they ride on Horſe back, and ap- 
pear like Sons of Kings. This Country is of 
very great Extent, abounding with the moſt ex- 
quiſite Fruits of every Kind, and well ſtocked 
with Bread, Meat and Wine, nor are any People 
in the World equal to them in Riches. They are 
likewiſe well acquainted with all Javanitiſh 
Books, and eat and drink each Man under his 
own Vine, and under his own Fig- Tree. They hire 
Soldiers of all the Nations, whom they call Bar- 
barians, to war againſt the Sultan, King of the 
Togarmains, whom they call Turks. The (7) 
Natives being as effeminate as Women, and 
equally unfit for martial Enterprizes. The Jews 
are excluded from the City, by an Arm of the 
Sea of Sophia, neither are they permitted to go 
out from thence, unleſs it is by Water, to trade 
with the Inhabitants of the City. In that Place 
there are about two thouſand Rabbinites, or ſtrict 
Obſervers of the Rabbinical [8]Writings; and five 
hundred 

(7) This is a true and exact Account of the Inhabi- 
tants, and a Specimen, ſays a certain Author, of Benjamin's 
Judgment and Capacity. I wiſh he had diſplayed the ſame 


ay, of it, in his Account of Rome, and many other 
aces. 

(8) The Rabbinites were for the moſt Part Phariſees, 
who paid ſo much Reſpect to their Miſhnahs, Talmuds, &c. 
that (in the Language of our bleſſed Saviour) they made 
the Commandments of God of none Effect, through their 
Traditions. The Karaites adhered only to the Scriptures, 
Both Parties mortally hated each other. | 
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hundred of different Opinion, named Karaites ; 
between whom, and the former Diſciples of the 
Philoſophers, there is a Wall of Separation. The 
chiet of theſe, are R, Abtalion, R. Obadiah, 
R. Aaron Cuſpo, K. Joſzph Schargino, and R. 
Eliakim, Governor of the Sy ue: amo 
them are many Manufacturers of Silk Garments, 
many Merchants, and very rich Men. No Jew 
is here permitted to ride on Horſe- back, except 
R. Solomon the Egyptian, the King's Phyfician ; 
by whote Aſſiſtance the Jews experience great 
Comtor: in their Exile; for they live otherwiſe in 
hard Bondage, being obliged to bear patiently 
with the Hatred of the Tanners, who prepare 
Skins; for they pour out their filthy Water in 
the Streets and before their Gates, and defile the 
Jews. In like manner, all the Jews are hated 
by the Javanites, without reſpect of Perſons, tor 
they endeavour to make all the World their Ene- 
mies; ſcourge them in the Streets, and oppreſs 
them by hard Bondage : But the Jews who a- 
bound in Riches are good Men, full of Benefi- 
cence, Obſervers of the Commandments, and 
bear their Exile with Equanimity, The Place 
which they inhabit is called Pera. | 
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From Conſtantinople, by the Iſles of the Archipelago, 
| to Antioch, in Syria, 


| Conſtantinople you go by Water in two 
Days to Rodoſto, where there is a College of 
about four hundred Ifraelites ; the Chief of whom 
are R. Moſes, R. Abia, and R. Jacob. After 


tWO 
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two Journies more you come to Gallipoli, where 
there are near two hundred Jews: the Chief are 
R. Elias the Governor, R. Schabtai the Little, and 
R. Iſaac, ue which, in the Language of 
the Javanites, ſignifies the Great. Two Days after 
you arrive at Cales, and find there about fifty 


Jews, whoſe Rulers were R. Juda, R. Jacob, 


and R. Schemaja. From thence you ſail in two 
Days to Mitylene, which is an Iſland of the 
Sea, and contains ten Jewiſh Synagogues, or 
Aſſemblies. From hence you go in three Days 
to Chika, or Chio, where there are about four 
Hundred Jews; the chief of whom are R. 
Elias, R. Theman, and R. Schabtai. In the 
lame Place are found the Trees from which the 
Maſtic is gathered; from thence you go to 
Samos in two Days; where there are about three 
Hundred Jews, the chief of whom are R. Oba - 
diah, R. Samarias, and R. Joel. There are 
many Aſſemblies, or Colleges of Jews/in theſe 
Iſlands. You then Sail to Rhodes in three Days, 


and ſind there about four Hundred Jews, the 


chief among whom are R. Abba, R. Chananeel, 
and R. Elias. From henoe you go in four Days to 
Dophro or rather Cyprus, where there is 2 
College of Rabbinical Jews, who obſerve the 
Traditions of the Elders, and other Jews; alſo 
Heretics of Cyprus, who are Epicureaus; thoſe 
the Iſraelites every where excommunicate, be- 


cauſe they profane the Evening of the Sabbath, 


and keep the Evening of the firſt Day. You 
then fail in two Days to Corcos, the Entrance 
of the Territory of thoſe Edomites, who are 


called Armenians, and likewiſe of Turos, King 


of Armenia, who is Lord of the Mountains, 
and whoſe Dominions extend as far as the City 
Dochim, and Country of the Togarmains, 

2 8 whom 
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whom they call Turks. Leaving this Place, yon 
o in two Days to Malmiſtras, or Tharfis, near 
the Sea, which belongs to the Sons of Javan, 
whom they call Greeks, After another ſuch. 
Journey you come to Antioch the Great, which 
hangs over the Border of the River Phir, in the 
Valley of the Brook Jabbok, which rolls down 
from Mount Lebanon, from the Region of Ha- 
math. This is that great City which was built 
by King Antiochus; it is ſecured by a very high 
ountain within the Walls; on the Summit of 
which there is a Spring to be ſeen, the Care of 
which is entruſted to a certain Engineer, who 
brings down the Water through ſubterraneous 
Canals, to the Houſes of the great Men of the 
City. In another Part, the City is waſhed by 
the River; and is the beſt fortified of any Part 
of the Empire. of thoſe cruel People, who em- 
race the Religion of Pope. [1] Pitivin; here are 
ſome Jews,: who are Glaſs-Makers, the chief of 
whom are R. Mardochai, R. Hajim, and Iſh- 
mael. From hence you go in two Days to Liga, 
or Laodicea, where you find about two Hundred 
Jews; among whom are R. Hija, and R. Joſeph: 
* | two 


tt) He means the Patriarch of Antioch, but as Pitivin 
is never mentioned by any other Author; and as one So- 
teric us: Panteuchenus, _ to C. L' Empereur, en- 
joyed that Dignity about this Time, the Miſtake may be 
rectiſied by ſuppoſing that the Author wrote PI3ÞID which 
by ſome Scribe's Omiſſion of the Letter q Nun, and miſtaking 
3 Vau for Jod, and 2 Caph for 3 Beth, might eaſily de- 
generate · into * Pitibin, or Pitivin. Baratier however 
Acouts this Emendation, and tranſlates the Paſſage, 
« Cette Ville au reſte eſt tres forte, & ſous la Domination 
des Irrupteurs, la Foi dominante y eſt celle de Poitevins, 
qui eſt celſe du Pape. The former is a better Tranſlation 
of the Text; the latter ĩs more reconcileable with ancient 


Hiſtory. 


4 
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two Days Journey from hence lies Gebal, or 


| Baal-Gad, under Mount Lebanon. 


r — 
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From Antioch to Tyre, with a Deſcription of the 
Aſſaſſins and Dogzuns, or Druſiens, a People of 


Phaenicia. 


FNJEAR to Gebal dwell: the People, whom 
they call Alchaſchiſchins, (1) theſe phe x 
G 3+", 4 profeſs 


(1) Alchaſehiſchins.) Al- being an Arabic Article, the 
Word may be written Chaſchiſchins, and are the ſame 
People which Hiſtorians call Haſſeſſins, Aſſeſſins, Aſſaſſins, 
Aſſanites, and Chaſiens. They were a People of Phceni- 
cia, who were once in Poſſeſſion of ten or twelve Cities, and 
fortified- Places in the Neighbourhood of Tyre. They 
were Mahometans, notwithſtanding Benjamin's Account, 
They believed that Mahomet was the great Prophet and 
Ambaſſador, which God-ſent to Men. They had a Prince 
which they called Elder of the Aſſeſſins, or old Man'of the 
Mountains. They believed him to be the Vicar of God 
and Mahomet on Earth. They once paid an Annual Tri- 
bute to the Templars; and even offered to become Chriſ. 
tians upon the Removal of it, but the Avarice of the 
Templars prevented the Converſion of that numerous 
Nb; vrhich ſo enraged them, that from that Time for- 
ward they mortally hated Chriſtians, and refuſed to have 
any Connections with them. This was undoubtedly the Mo- 
tive of their War with the King of Tripoli, who was a 
Chriſtian. They had among them an Order of Mahometan 
Cavalry, Their Elder, or Chief, made them believe, 
that after Death they ſhould enjoy eternal Happineſs, To 
give them an Idea of that Paradiſe fo — in Faſhion 
among the Mahometans, he had a certain Liquor which 
caſt thoſe who drank it into a moſt profound Sleep; dur- 
ing which he cauſed them to be carried to a Garden of the . 
moſt 3 Beauty abounding with every ſenſual De- 
light, that could be enjoyed, or even wiſhed for. After a 

; certain 
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profeſs not the Iſhmaelitiſh Religion, but that 
of a certain Prophet named Canbat, whoſe com« 
mands they obey even to the greateſt Extremi- 
ties, and call him Scheich Alchaſchiſchin. He 
is their chief Senator, or Lord, agreeable to 
whoſe Direction the Inhabitants of the Moun- 
tains tranſact all Buſineſs, both within and with- 
out Doors; the Place of his Reſidence is the 
City of Kormos, formerly belonging. to Schdn, 
King of the Amorites. The Mountaineers are, 
by the Command of their Elder, always at 
Peace among themſelves, and a Terror to all 
their Neighbours, whoſe Kings they aſſaſſinate 
with a kind of a Saw, It will take up a Jour- 
ney of eight Days to travel over their Country, 
They wage War with thoſe Edomites, who are 
called Franks, and with the Sultan of Tripoly, 
which is alſo ca led Trabelos of Scham, or Sy- 
ria. In thoſe Days Tripoly was violently * 


certain Time he eauſed them to drink another Draught of 
the ſame Liquor, and while they ſlept, tranſported them to 
their own Mabitations. A Hope of enjoying thoſe pleaſures 
for ever, made them ſo deſperate, when any Murder or 
A\faſſination was to be undertaken, and from them the 
Word Aſſaſſin is derived. | 

The following remarkable Anecdote, quoted by the in- 
| ma 11 and very learned Mr. Richardſon, in his Arabic 

rammar, is a Specimen of the Deſpotic Influence, which 
Naitina, the famous Chief of the Aſſaſſins, had over his 
Followers. When Sultan Jelalo'ddaula ſent an Am- 
baſſador to the Elder of the Mountains to require his Sub- 
miſſion, he thus received him, When the Ambaſſador 
« appeared in his Preſence, he called before him fome of his 
44 People; and giving the Signal to a young Man among 
« them, ſaid to him, ſtab yourſelf, and he did ſo: he 
« then ordered another to precipitate himſelf from the 
* Caftle, which he did, and was daſhed to Pieces. Then 
e he faid to the Sultan's Ambaſſador, of Subjects ſuch as 
et theſe, ſeventy thouſand are thus obſervant of me: let 
* this be the Anſwer,” 
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by an Earthquake, and many Gentiles and Jews 
loſt their Lives, and were buried in the Ruins; 
the like happened at the ſame Time in all the 
Land of Iſrael, inſomuch that upwards of twenty 
T houſand People periſhed. One Day's Journe 

from thence, there is another Town named Gebal, 
the Boundary of the Ammonites, in which there 
are about a Hundred and Fifty Jews, who are 
divided into ſeven different Societies. The Sul- 
tan's Name is Gilianos Inbiremo. Here you 
find ſome Veſtiges of an idolatrous Temple, to- 
gether with an {dol, which formerly belonged 
to the Ancient Ammonites. This Idol fits on a 
Stone Throne, incruſted over with Gold: on the 
right and left Hand Side of which ſtands a Wo- 
man, on either Side one—Before him is an Al- 
tar, on which the ancient Ammonites offered 
Sacrifice, and burnt Incenſe before the Idol. Here 
likewiſe you find about two hundred Jews, the 
chief of whom are R. Meir, R. Jacob, and R. 
Schimha. The Town itſelf is waſhed by the 
dea of the Iſraelites. From thence you go to 
Birot (which is Beeroth) in two Days, at which 
Place there are about fifty Jews; the chief of whom 
are R. Solomon, R. Obadiah, and R. Joſeph: 
From hence you come after one Day's travelling 
to Zaide, that is Zidon, a great City, where you 
find near twenty Jews ; about ten Miles from 
which is a certain Nation, which wages War 
with the Zidonians, The Inhabitants are the 
Dogziens, ſuppoſed to be the Druziens, who are 


called Pagans and Atheiſts. They profeſs no 


Religion, and live in the high Mountains and 
Holes of the Rocks, being governed by no King 
or Prince, but live at large among the Rocks 
and Mountains, as far as Mount Hermon, to 
the Extent of three 88 Journey. They are 


1 very 
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very inceſtuous, and couple with their own 
Daughters; and on a certain annual Feſtival, 
when all the Men and Women meet to eat and 
drink together, they exchange Wives with 
each other. They ſay when a good Man dies 
his Soul immediately ſeizes the Body of ſome 
little Infant, which is born at the very Inſtant 
in which the Soul departed from the Body of 
the Man; but if he happens te be a wicked 
Man, that it ſeizes on the Body of a Dog, or 


fome other Beaſt, and by this Error, they be- 


tray their Fooliſhnefs. They have no Jews a- 


mong them, unleſs ſome Artificers and Dyers 


chance to viſit them for the Sake of Trade and 
Merchandize, who ſoon return Home again ; yet 
the Jews are great Favourites with them. Theſe 
People by continually running over the Hills and 
Mountains, are very ſwift of Foot, nor are any 
of their Neighbours able to contend in War with 
them. You then travel in one Day to new 
Tyre, a very neat City, which has within itſelf 
a Havenor Port, where the Ships ride at Anchor 
between two Towers, But in the Night Time, 
the Publicans extend an Iron Chain, from one 
Tower to the other, that no Perſon (if they 
thould rob the Ships) may have an Opportunity 
of eſcaping. Nor is there any Thing in the 
World which can compare with this Haven. 
There are in this elegant City, about four hun- 
dred Jews; ſome of whom are well ſkilled in 
the Talmud : their Rulers are R, Ephraim the 
Egyptian, who is their Judge, R. Meir of Car- 
cheſchona, and likewiſe R. Abraham, the Prin- 
cipal of the whole Aſſembly. From this Place 
the Jews trade in Ships. Here dwell ſkilful 
Workmen, who manufacture moſt excellent 
Glaſs, which is celebrated by the Name of 

Tuyrian 
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Tyrian Glaſs, and fo highly prized in all Countries; 
and here is moreovertobe found the beſt of Sugar. 
W hoever goes upon the Walls of new Tyre, 
may ſee ſomething of that Tyre, the crowning 
City. Iſaiah 23. overwhelmed in the Sea, about 
2 Stone's caſt from the new City; but if the 
Traveller takes a Boat, and goes out u the 
Water, he may look down and ſee the Towers 
and Forums, together with the Streets, Squares, 
and Palaces, in the Bottom of the Sea, while 
new Tyre is a Place of great Traffic, and fre- 
quented by Merchants from all Quarters. 


— — n * 13 _ 8 
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From Tyre to Teruſalem, by the Way of Samaria, 
with ſome Account of the Samaritans, and other 
F ar tic ular 5. | 


FROM Tyre you have one Day's Journey to 
Akadi, which is the ancient Acco, in the 
Confines of Aſcher : it is the Entrance of the 
Land of Iſrael, is ſituated on the Shore of the 
great Sea, has a ſpacious Haven, which they 
call the Port: and is convenient for all thoſe who 
have made a-Vow, and mean to embark for Je- 
ruſalem. The River which is called the eaſtern 
Brook, runs by the Town : here you find about 
two hundred Jews, the moſt eminent are R. 
Zadok, R. Japheth, and R. Jona, of laudable Me- 
mory. Three Paraſangs diſtant from hence, hes 
(1) Niphas, or Gad the elegant, bounded by 4 

| 2, 


(1) This Epithet is given it to diſtinguiſh the- Place 
= another Town of the ſame Name, on the other Side 
organ, ; | 
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Sea, on the one Part, and by Mount Carmel on 
the other, at the Bottom of the Mountain are to 
be ſeen many depulchres of the Iſraelites; and 
in the ſame lena is the Cavern, or Grotto 
of Elias, of laudable Memory, where two Edo- 


mites have built an high Place, and Dedicated it 


to him. On the Top of the ſame Mountain, 
are diſcovered the Remains of the Altar, which 
was pulled down, and afterwards rebuilt by 
Elias, of laudable Memory, during the Reign of 
Ahab: it is about four Cubits in Circumference ; 
and the Brook Kiſchon flows down from the 
Side of the [ſame] Mountain, towards the lower 
Part of it. You have four Paraſangs from hence 


to Capernaum on the Village of Conſolation ; 


(2) which at firſt Sight ſeems higher than Car- 


mel itſelf. From thence you have about fix Pa- 


raſangs to (3) Scizeria, formerly called Gad of 
the Philiſtines : where there are about ten Jews, 
and two hundred Cuthoeans, Theſe are Schom- 
ronitiſh Jews, who are commonly called Sama- 
ritans. The City itſelf is very beautiful and 
elegant, lies near the Sea, and was built by the 
Emperor Cæſar, who named it Cæſarea, after 
his own Name, From hence you go in half a 
Day to Kago, or Kegila, where you find no 
Jews, and another ſuch Journey brings you to 
Schargoreg, or Sargorg, or the ancient Luz, 
where you find only one Jew, whois a Dyer of 
Wool. You then go in one Day to Hebaſte, 
named by the Ancients, Samaria; in which 
Place are diſcovered ſome Veſtiges of a Palace of 
Ahab King of Iſrael, which remain at this Day. 


The City lies on a Mountain, and was formerly 
very 


(2) Concerning the Salubrity of the Air, &c. See Jo- 
ſephus, I. 3. c. 35. De Bel Jud. 
(3M t was not built by Cæſar, but by Herod, 
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very well fortified and well watered : the Coun- 
try abounds with Rivers, and is well ſupplied 
with Gardens, Orchards, Vineyards, and Olive- 
yards ; notwithſtanding this, no Jews live here, 
From hence you have two Paraſangs to Nabilos, 
formerly called Sichem n Mount Ephraim ; 
nor are there any Jews there, The Town hes 
in a Vale, between Mount Gerizzim, and 
Mount Ebal, where there are above aA 
hundred Cuthceans, (4) who _ obſerve only 
the Law of Moſes, whom Men call Samari- 
fans. They have Prieſts of the Lineage of 
Aaron, who reſts in Peace, and thoſe they call 
Aaronites, who never marry but with thote of 
the ſame ſacerdotal Family, that they may not 
be confounded with the People. Yet theſe Prieſts 
of their Law offer Sacrifices and Burnt-Offer- 
ings in their Congregations, as it is written in 
the Law, Deut. 11, 29, Thou ſhall put the Bleff- 
ing upon Mount Gerizzim. They therefore af- 
firm that this is the Houſe of the Sanctuary; and 
they offer Burnt- Offerings, both on the Paſſover 
and other Feſtivals, on the Altar, which was 
built on Mount Gerizzim, of thoſe Stones which 
the Children of Iſrael fat up after they had paſt» 
ed over Jordan, They pretend that they are 
deſcended from the Tribe of Ephraim, and have 
among them the Sepulchre of Joſeph the Juſt, the 
Son of our Father Jacob, who reſts in Peace, ac- 
cording to that Saying, Joſ. 24, 32. The Bones 
alſo of Joſeph, which the Children of Ifrael 
brought up with them from Egypt, buried they 
in dechem. They want theſe three Letters 
N He, 
(4) Chriſtians are frequently called by Jewiſh Writers, 
by Way of Contempt, Cuthceans. Benjamin's Report of their 


wanting the three Letters Yum He, Cheth, and Gnain, 
1s without Foundation, | * 
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He, n Cheth, and y Gnain N in the Name of 


our Father Abraham, from whence they want 


177 Glory; N inthe Name of our Father Iſaac, 
from whence they are deficient in N Piety; 
in the Name of our Father Jacob, by which 
means, they want d Humility, W herefore, 
in the Room of thoſe Letters, they make uſe of 
N Aleph, and by this Token they are diſcovered : 
to no Deſcendents of Iſrael, . becauſe they ac- 
knowledge the Law of Mofes without theſe three 
Letiers. They are ſcrupulouſly nice to avoid 
being defiled by touching the Dead, or Bones, 
or the Bodies of the Slain, or Sepulchres. The 
Cloaths which they daily wear are laid aſide 
when they go to the Synagogue,. and. when they. 
haye waſhed their Bodies. with Water, they put 
on others, This is their Cuſtom, daily, On 
Mount Gerizzim are many Springs, Gardens, 
and Orchardsy but Mount Ebal is as-dry as Stones. 
or Rocks. Sic hem, as was ſaid before, is ſituated 
in a Valley between them both, four. Paraſangs 
from which lies Gilboa, called by the. Edomites 


M onto Gilboe, in a very dry. parched Situation. 


From Gilboa you have five Paraſangs to the Val- 
ley of Ajalon, which the Edomites call Vael de 
Luna, Valley of the Moon. From whence you 
have one Paraſang to Mount Moriah, the Garan 
of David, or great City of Gibeon, where there. 
are no Jews. | 


CHAP, 
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Deſcription of the City of Feruſalem, with the cu- 
2 H + Ah of the 4 overy of the Sepulchres of 
the Kings of Judah. 


FROM Garan you have three Paraſangs to 
4 Jeruſalem, (1) which is a-ſmall City _— 
wit 


(1) There are very few Remains of this City, either zs 
it was in our Saviour's Time, or as it was afterwards re- 
built by Adrian, ſcarce one Stone being left upon another. 

What he relates of the Tower of David, and other An- 
tiquities, muſt be read with Caution. The moſt ancient 
Name of this City was ©>U Shalem, (or as others read 
Salem.) It was founded by Shem, the Son of Noah, A. 
M. 2023, who in Gen. 14. 18. is called Melchizedek, the 
[Righteous King, or King of Righteouſneſs, Melchize- 
Hek, was both King of Shalem, and. Prieſt of the moſt 
high God, ſo of eceſſity was Shem, and ſo were his 
Brethren, That Shem lived till Abraham's Time. 

conſequently might come out to meet him after the Battle of 
he Kings) is manifeſt from Gen. 9. 11. And Shem 
&« lived after he begat Arphaxad five hundred Years, and 
„ begat Sons and Daughters.” That Aſia fell to the Lot 
of Shem, was generally believed by the ancient Jews; and 
Abraham Peritſol, a modern Rabbi, mentions it as a Mat- 
ter univerſally known to his Contemporaries 39 1 12 Sw 
—ww x WW Sw And Shem the Son of Noah, was 
« the King of Shalem, which is Jeruſalem.” — That Je- 
ruſalem and Shalem are the ſame, appears from Pſal. 76. 
2. where Aſaph * figuratively . ſpeaking of the Almighty, 
ſays,.—“ In Salem is his Tabernacle, and his Dwelling in 
<< Sion.” To obviate what may be advanced, relating to 
the great Difference between the two Names, I anſwer that 
the Name Shem was given him at his Birth ; that the Name 
Melchizedak was what he juſtly merited and obtained by 
a. oonſcientious Diſcharge of his Duty towards God and 
his Fellow Creatures. Phat Melchizedek had no Fathet, 
is a vulgar Error, founded upon that - ſay:ug of St. Paul 
 ** without Father, without Mother, without Deſcent, &c.“ 


by 
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with three Walls; it is very populous, the Inha- 
bitants of which are Jacobites, Syrians, Javanites, 
Georgians, and Franks; and in ſhort People of all 
Nations. Here is a Houſe for dying Wool, 
which the Jews annually agree with the Kin 
for, that nobody at Jerutalem may be permitt 
to exerciſe that Employment beſides themſelves, 
They are about two Hundred in Number, who 
live an a Corner of the City, under the Tower of 
David; on the Walls of which Tower, are ſome 
of the ancient Building, to the Height of ten 
Cubits, which was built by eur Fathers, and re- 
main unto this Day. Though the Reſt is the 
Work of the Iſhmaelites, no Building in the City 
is ſtronger than the Tower of David. In this 
City are two Hoſpitals, from one of which four 
Hundred 'Horſemen(2z) go forth to War. All who 
fall fick in this Place are provided with all Ne- 
oeſſaries, till they either die or recover. In the 
Second, which is called Solomon's Hoſpital (for 
it was a Palace built by Solomon) in the RG 


by which the Apoſtle means that his Deſcent was not gene- 
rally known. After his Death the Jebuſites drove out 
his Sons, and ſeized upon the City, which, as the learned 
Doctor Hyde obſerves, my poſſeſſed more than eight hun- 
dred Vears, and as the Cuſtom then was, changed its 
Name from Shalem to Jebus. It was afterwards called 
Jeruſalem. Perſian Writers called it the Jews Paradiſe. 
Some Latin Writers, Elia Capitolia, Dr. Lightfoot, ſup- 
poſes it to be the K ade of Herodotus. The more mo- 
dern Greeks called it Isgooo\uuew and more compen- 
diouſly ZoAvpce. (24 TI” LT 

(2) Our Author lived in the Time of the Cruſades. 
The Horſemen he ſpeaks of, were the Knights- Templars. 
The Hoſpitals were for the Uſe of the Sick and Wounded. 
The moſt prevailing Diſtempers among them, were the 
Itch and Leproſy, occaſioned by the Change of Diet, 
Climate, — great Want of Linen, which was at that 

Time, a very ſcarce and dear Commodity. 0 


ef this Hoſpital dwell the like "Number, who 
daily go out to War with the Saracens, exclulive 
of thoſe Franks and Edomites who come hither 
on a Pilgrimage, and ſojourn for a Year or two. 
Here is beſides to be ſeen that large Shrine call- 
ed the Sepulchre, which is the Tomb of that 
Man, (3) ſo much frequented by Pilgrims. There 
are four Gates at Jeruſalem, one of which they 
call Abraham's, another David's, a third the 
Gate of Sion, and the laſt the Gate of Jehoſa- 
phat, oppoſite that Spot of Ground on which 
the Holy Temple (4) ftood in ancient Times, 
and where there now ſtands Templo Domino.— 
Near to this Place Omar, the Son of Alcitab, has 
built a large and very beautiful vaulted Arch, to 
which the Gentiles are not permitted to carry 
any Image whatever, but only to ſay their Pray- 
ers. On the oppoſite Side, (5) toward the Weſt, 
are the Remains of a Wall, which is a Part of 
the Holy Temple; and even of the Holy of Ho- 
lies. It is called the Gate of Mercy; and hither 
all the Jews reſort to pray, namely, before 
that Wall in the Court Yard, There are like- 
wiſe to be ſeen at Jeruſalem, in the o Palace 
of Solomon, ſome of the Stables of that Prince, 
built with large Stones, which Edifice, for its 

H - Singularity 


(3) He means the Saviour of the World, our Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt, He calls him that Man, not daring to ſpeak more 
freely, for fear of the Chriſtians, among whom he lived. 

*(4) The Church of the holy Sepulchre, on Mount 
Calvary, built by Helena, occupies the ſame Spot, on which 
the Temple of Venus ftood, which was built by Adrian, 
and dedicated to that Heathen Deity. As Mount Calvary 
was wuhout the ancient City, this Church muſt be a con- 
ſiderable Diſtance from the Place on which the ancient 
Temple ſtood. | 35 


(5) The Reader is deſired to follow the Advice which 


I gave him in a former Note. 
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_ Singularity, is not to be equalled any where, and 
near it is a Canal where the Ancients ſlew the 
Beaſts, which they offered in Sacrifice; and all 
the Jews who come here, engrave their Names 
.on the adjacent Wall. As the Traveller goes 
out from the Gate of Jehoſaphat, the Deſart of 
the People fronts him; and there is the Pillar 
.called Abſalom's Place, the Sepulchre of King 
Uzziah ; the great Spring of the Waters of Schi- 
loah, which runs down to the Brook Kidron:; 
and beſides this Spring is a large and-very ancient 
Edifice, built in the Days of our Fathers, As 
this City is but indifferently ſupplied with Water, 
the greateſt Part of the Inhabitants drink :Rain 
Water, and keep Ciſterns in their Houſes for 
that Purpoſe. 
From the Valley of Jehoſaphat the Traveller 
goes up to the Mount of Olives, which is ſe- 
rated from Jeruſalem by the above-mentioned 
alley; from this Mount you have a Proſpect of 
the Sea of Sodom; from which Sea it is about 
two Paraſangs to the Pillar of Salt, into which 
Lot's Wife was metamorphoſed. - 'The Pillar or 
Statue is — 2 waſted by the Cattle who 
are perpetually licking or rather rubbing again 
it, * is likewiſe daily reſtored, — a6 
as it was before. From the ſame Mountain you 
have a Proſpect of all the Land of the Plain, to- 
wether with the Brook Shittim, as far as Mount 
Nebo. Mount Sion is without, or before Jeruſa- 
tem, on which there is no other Building but a 
Nazarene High Place, Moreover, fronting the 
ſame City, are three Jewiſh burying Places, 
where they buried their Dead in ancient Times; 
in one of them there is a Sepulchre, with the 
Date remaining. But the Edomites leſſen the 
Sepulchres, by taking away the Stones to —— 
| r 
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their Houſes, Jeruſalem is ſurrounded by great 
Mountains; but on Mount Sion there ſtill re- 
main the Sepulchres of the Family of David, and 
ef the Kings who reigned after him; but the 
exa# Spot of Ground is unknown. About fifteen. 
Years ago a certain Wall of the ſacred Building 
on Mount Sion fell down, whereupon the Patri- 
arch commanded the Prieſt: to rebuild that high 
Place, and added at the ſame Time, „take the 
4 Stones from the ancient Wall of Sion, for that 
« Purpoſe.” He obeyed, and hired about twenty 
Workmen at the common Price, to dig up the 
old Materials from the very Foundation of the 
Wall of Sion. Among theſe wortmen were two 
very intimate Friends: One of them on a cer- 
tain Day made a Feaſt, and invited his Comrade, . 
who atter they had dined, went to their Work 
together: At their Return the Officer who was 
et over them, . demanded why they had ſtayed f 
long ; upon -which they anſwered, that he nee: 
not trouble Himſelf about the lime which they 
had ſpent at their Dinner, that they would work 
while their Comrades were at Dinner, to make 
amends for it, In drawing up ſome of the Stones, 
upon ſetting up a particular one, they found the 
Mout\ of a Cave, which after ſome Deliberation, 
they agreed to enter, and ſee if — Treaſures (6 
were concealed in it. They finally entered, an 
went ſtrait forward, until they came to a certain 

| H 2 Palace 


(6) This Fable probably took its Riſe from Maccah, 

2 C. 4. Joſephus likewiſe informs us, that great Trea- 
fures were concealed in the Temple; that Hyrcanus opened 
the Sepulchre of David, the richeſt of the Kings, and 
took from thence more than three thouſand Talents; that 
he bribed Antiochus with three hundred Talents, to raiſe 
the Siege; and alſo that he was the firſt of the Jews who 
hired mercenary Troops, &c. 


Palace, ſupported by Pillars. of Marble, and co- 
vered on the outſide with Silver and Gold: 
tronting the Entrance was a Table, and a Golden 
Sceptre, together with a Crown of Gold, which 
was the Sepulchre of David, King of Iſrael : on 
the left was Solomon's ; and likewiſe the Se. 
pulchres of all the Jewiſh Kings, who had been 
buried there. In the ſame Place are two Cheſts, 
cloſe ſhut, the Contents of which are unknown, 
But when theſe two Men were about to enter the 
Palace, behold they were ſuddenly: ſmitten to 
the Earth by a Whirlwind ; where they lay as 
Dead Men untik the Evening, when another 
Wind aroſe, which ſounded like a human Voice, 
and called aloud—ariſe ye and depart quick 
from hence, Whereupon the Men aroſe wit 
great Fear and Amazement, and going to the 
atriarch, related what they had ſeen and heard, 
upon which the Patriarch ſent Letters to Con- 
ſtantinople, deſiring R Abraham, a pious Pha- 
triſee, one of thote, who mourn. for the Deſo- 
lation of Iſrael, to come unto him: who com- 
ing and hearing the whole Matter, as related by 
the two Workmen, replied ; ©* thei&are the Se- 
4 pulchres of the Family of David, which were 
& ſet apart for the Uſe of thoſe Kings, who were 
« deſcended from the Tribe of Judah. T he Day 
after, when ſome Perſons were lent to the two 
Workmen, they found each of them in their Beds, 
ſaying, with great Fear; „we will not return 
© thither I we will not return thither ! becauſe 
it does not pleaſe God to ſhew that Place to 
„any Man!” Therefore the Patriarch com- 
manded, that the Place ſhould be ſhut up, and 
concealed from all Men, unto this Day. Abra- 
ham, that pious Phariſie, related all theſe 
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Fm Feruſalem to Hebron, LY from” thence to the 
88 of the Pbili Wing, and We to Da- 
naſcus | 


FROM, ] Jeruſalem you have two Paraſangs 
Bethlehem, or the Houſe of Bread of Juda, (1) 
about half a, Mile diſtant trom which is the 
Pillar of Rachel's Grave; it lies in a Road where 
two Ways meet; conſiſts of twelve Stones, ac- 
cording to the Number of the Sons of Jacoby 
and is covered by a certain Arch, which is ſup- 
rted by four Pillars. All the Jews, who pals 
this Place, uſually engrave their Names here. 
There are, twelve Jews at Bethlehem, who are 
Pyers: the Place itielf abounds i in Rivers, Wells, 
| 946 Springs. Hebron is fix Paraſangs from 
Fad but the City, which was. 70 rly on t 
Mountain, lies now in Ruins. In a Valle of 
certain Field, namely, in the Field of 
lab, (2) or: Duplicity, there is a Town, at this: 
ay nne with a, large High s named 
* = V *. 8. T6 :1 5 Saint 
1121 1; 4. 
4 If what; o ad ces Is 2 
{O16 25 an lained. e 
was on hee om Bethel to E . Rachel fell in 
Labor of Benjamin, at which Time Lale Moſes tells 
aus this happened when there was Vun M222 but à little 
Way to — to Ephrath. Benjamin tells. us the. exaft 
ange. See Abarbanel, 8. Jarchi, D. Kimchi, and R. 


chai. | 
725 Becniſe tete whs one Give within another. The 
Word is dere from g to double. The Story of the 
Keepers ewing ſome/ modern Sepulchres zo Travellers i 
eral ; and the real Sepulchres * the Patriarchs to 
Jews, is intended as a grievous Sarcaſm on the Int 


egrity pf 
the Keepers; and as great \ Compliment. wr the Peres. 
Uo, 4 Diſcerrithvdr cernthear of hiv Counti 15 
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Saint Abraham, but formerly, in the Time of 
the Iſhmaelites, there was a Synagogue of the 
2 there. Here the Gentiles have built ſix 

epulchres, and named them Abraham, Sarah, 


Iſaac, Rebekah, Jacob, and Leah, and theſe 


they ſhew to Travellers for the Sepulchres of the 
Patriarchs, and extort Money trom them by 


that Means. But to every Jewiſh Traveller, 


after paying the uſual Fee to the Keeper of the 
Cave, the Iron Gate is opened, which was built 
in the Time of the bleſſed Patriarchs.* Who- 
ever down this Cave, holds a burning Torch 
in his Hand, the firſt and ſecond Cave are 
empty, in the third are the ſix Sepulchres 
of Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, 
and Leah, oppoſite each other; on each of 
which are engraved monumental Inſcriptions; 
on that of Abraham is to be ſeen, this is the 
Sepulchre of the bleſſed Abraham, our Father; 
that on Iſaac's and the Reſt, are of the like 
Nature. In the Cave they have a Lamp, which 
burns Day and Night over the Sepulchres. In 
the ſame Place ate to be ſeen large Caſks full of 
the Bones of Iſtaelites, who bring the Bones of 


their Fathers here, and eontinue to lay them up 


unto this Day. In the farther End of the Field 
of Macpetak is the Houſe'of 'our Father Abra- 


#4 


Ham (may be feſt in Peace) and before the 


tame, a Fountain; and out ot. Re ſpect to Abra- 


ham, they will not permit any other Houle to 
be built in that Place. You have five Paraſangs 
from hence to Beth-Gebarin. This Place was 
formerly called icha, in which thete are 
only three ;Jews.- From hence after a like Job- 


ney you reach Torondolos-Gabraleriſch, called 


by the Ancients Shunem, where there are three 
ane Jews. After travelling three Paratan.s 


arther, you arrive at Saigt pamuel, of * wy 
« nis 
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This is that Schilo, which is only two Paraſangs 
diſtant from Jeruſalem. 'But when the Edomites 
took Ramla, which is Rama, from the lſh- 
maelites, they found the Sepulchre of Samuel, 
in à Jewiſh Synagogue at Rama, and took awa 

the Prophet and buried him at Schilo, and built 
a large High-Place there, which has ever ſince 
been called Saint Samuel, of Schilo From hence 
you have three Paraſangs to Mount Moriah, (3) 
or Peſipua, which is Gibeah, of Saul, and an» 
ſwers to the Geba, of Benjamin, where there are 
no Jews, Three Paraſangs beyond Which lies 
Beth-nobi, which is the very Nob, the City of 
the Prieſts. In the Middle of the Road are Jona- 
| * 9 than's 


(3) This is one of his moſt unaccountable Vagaries, 
Mount Moriah is at Jeruſalem, the ancient Temple was 
built upon it, on the very Spot on which the threihing Floor 
of Araunah, the Jebuſite, once ſtood, Here David offered 
Burnt-Offerings and Peace-Offerings unto the Lord, when 
the Angel of the Lord ceaſed from ſmiting the People. 
Here he defigned (not without the Divine Admonition) to 
-build a Temple, but did not, becauſe he was a Men of 
Blood, as appears from 2 Chron. 3. 1, % Moriah, is 

erally ſuppoſed to be derived from c to ſee, becauſe 
there God appear:d to Abraham, but the learned Dr, Hyde 
derives it f om y to teach, and thinks TW Moriah, is 
a Contraction of * v Moreh | Jah, &c. becauſe there 
God taught Abraham how to exerciſe his Faith. There he 
adviſed him not to lay his Hand upon his Son Iſaac. There 
ke finally: /hexved im the Sacrifice which was to be of- 
fered. up inſtrad of his Son. There God alſo taugh! David 
how to offer a 2 Sacrifice, and there he was ad -· 
wiſed to build 'a Temple. Upon theſe Principles, that 
Paſſage, Gen: 22, 14, * IVY) Ma which we read—In 
the Mount of the Lord it tha}l be ſeen—Ought to be tranſs 
lated, In che Mount of the Lord it ſhall be provided for. 
This. is confirmed by a Pe ſſage in the egth Verie of the 
me Chapter wn "oY O18 God will provide him- 
ſelf a Lamb, &c. all that can be objected to this excel- 
deut Amendment is, th:t eis only uſed in this Senſe in 
Hiphil, and that but twice in the whole Bible. 


CHAP. X. 
than's two Pillars, one of which is named Bot- 
ſets, and the other Shene. In the City are two 
Jews, who are Dyers. From thence it is about 
the ſame Diſtance to Ramas, or the ancient 
Rama, where there is ſome of the Rubbiſh of 
thoſe Walls, which were built by gur Fathers, 
3s appears from the Inſcriptions which are to be 
ſeen on the Stones. This was formerly a very 
large City, but at this Time there are only three 
ews in it. Here is yet to be ſeen à large Jewiſh 
d urying Place, of about two Miles in extent, 
From thence you have five Paraſangs to Gapha, 
which is alſo called Joppa, ſituated near the Sea, 
where you find only one Jew, who is a "Dyer, 
Ebalin is about three Paraſangs from Joppa; 
this was once called Jafne, in which there are 
ſome Veſtiges of a School to be ſeen, but no Jews. 
This is the Boundary of the Tribe of Ephraim. 
You then go on two Paraſangs farther, and come 
to Palmis, which is the Aſhdod of the Philitines, 
now laid waſte, in which there are no Jews; 
from whence, after a Journey of equal length, 
ke come to Aſchkalon, which is Aſchkalon the 


ew, built near the Sea, by Ezra, the Prieſt, of 
leſſed Memory. Thi: Place was at firſt called 
nibera, and is about four Paraſangs from an- 
cient Aſchkalon, which now lies in Ruins. The 
new City is very large and elegant; and, as 1 
lies on the Extremity of the Confines of Eg; 

is a Place of great Trade and frequented by 
Merchants from every Quarter. Here are about 
two Hundred Rabbinites, whoſe* Rulers are R. 
Tiemah, R. Aaron, and R. Sqlomen There are 
alſo forty Karaites, together, with about mn 
indred Cut hœans, or Samaritans, In the Mid 
dle of the City is a Well, which is called in 
Arabic, the Well of Abraham the Peritet, which 
| dts 'f ü. $24 4. Ix: 2 he 


de dug in the Days of the Philiſtines. From 
Aſchkalon you go to Segouras, which was for- 
merly called Lud; and afterwards, in a Day and 
half to Zarzin, the Jezreel of the Ancients, in 
which there is a great Fountain, and one Jew, 
who is a Dyer. From Jexreel you go on to Si- 

uria, which is three Paraſangs farther, and the 
Zipori of the Ancients, where there are the Se- 
pulchres of our (4) Rabbi the Saint, R. Chija, 
(5) who came from Babylon; and alſo of the 
Prophet Jonah, the Son of Amittai, who are all 
buried in the Mountain, in which there are ſe- 
veral other Sepulchres. From thence you have 
five Paraſangs to Tiberias, near Jordan, in * 


(4) or more literally our Rabbi the Saint, &c.. This 
was R. Judah Nafi, or the Prince, ſirnamed Hakkadoſch, 
or the Saint; and alſo Satam, or the Sealer, becauſe he 
ſealed or finiſhed the Miſhna. He was born A. D. 120, on 
the ſame Day in which Rabbi Akiba died. This gave Oc- 
caſion to the Talmudiſts to ſay, One Sun aroſe as ſoon as 
the other went down. His Father was Rabbi Simevn the 
Third, Son of R. Gameliel of Jafne, Son of R. Simeon 
the Second, Son of R. Gameliel the Eider, Son of R. 
Simeon the Elder, Son of R. Hillel the Elder. He pre 
tended to 8 from Scephatia, a Son of David = 
Abigal. He was created Prince A.D. 150. He was, ac- 
cording to the Talmudiſts, a compleat Saint, having 
the Seven Requiſites or Degrees of Perfection. 1. Beauty, 
2. Strength, 43. Wealth. 4. Wiſdom. 5. Length of 
Days. 6. Glory, 7. Children. This Saint however 
paid his Addreſſes to the Widow of Rabhi Eliezer, who 
refuſed him, and told him ſhe had been a Veſſ-] of much 
greater Sanctity. If therefore he had no more. SanQtity 
than R. Eliezer, he was a very poor Saint indeed, for R. 


* 


Yr according to Jouc: was confined many Years for 
urder. 


(5) Rabbi Chija, or the Great, firſt taught at Babylon, 
but ſoon after came into Paleſtine, for the Love of Judah 
the Saint, He pretended to be deſcended from a Brother 
of David, and jointly laboured with Hoſchia, Rabba, about 
the celebrated Work of Jolaphtot; T e 
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Fart Jordan is called the Sea of Gennazereth, 


becauſe in this Place it flows with great Impetu- 
oſity, and pours out a great Sea into the Land of 
the Plain; and this is the Place which is other- 
wiſe called the Cataract of the Hill, from the 
violent Egreſs of Jordan into the Sea of Sodom, 
or the Salt Sea. There are about fifty Jews at- 
Tiberias, the chief of whom are R. Abraham, 
the Seer, R. Muchtar, and R. Iſaac. There is 
alſo warm Water ariſing from ſome hidden 


Springs, which they call the warm Baths of 


Tiberias; in the Neighbourhood. of which is the 
Synagogue of Caleb, the Somof Jephunna ; and. 
in the ſame Place is a Jewiſh burying Place, 
where there are the Sepulchres of (6) R. Jocha- 
nan, the Son of Zaccai, and * 1 the 
Son of Levi: All theſe Things are in. Lower. 
Galilee. From thence you travel,. in two Days, 
to Timin, which is Timnath,: where there is to 
de ſeen the Sepulchre of Samuel the Juſt, and of 
many other Iſraelites. From thence you go, in 

p VF one 


(85) Rabbi Jochanan, Son of. Zacchai, or Ribaz, re- 
"ecived the Kabbala, or Oral Law, from Hillel and Scham- 
mai. He was Colleague of Rabbi Simeon, Sch of Hillel, 
and was created Prince about a Vear before the Death of our 
Saviour. Forty Years beſore the Deſtructioꝶ of the Temple 
the Gates of the Temple opened of their own Accord, and 
were (as they report) ſhut again by Jochanan. The Veil 
of the Temple was rent in Twain at the Death of our bleſſed 
Saviour about the ſame Time; the Truth of which is 
diſguiſed among the Jews unto this Day; and this my 
introduced inſtead of it. He was a great Favorite wi 
Titus. After the Deſtruction of the Temple, he tranſ- 
ferred the Sanhedrim to Japhne, where he lived about five 
Years, and died, aged an hundred and twenty Years. As 
this Rabbi, according to the Jewiſh Account, was Prince 
of that Nation, and Chief. of the Council about a Year 
before the Crucifixion of -our Redeemer, it is- more than 
probable that this is the John mentioned Acts 4. ver. 6, for 
jan 1s John, , 6 — 1 
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one Day, to Afchath, formerly named Gouſeh 
Halab, where there are about twenty Jews ; from 
whence it is ſuppoſed to be ſix Paraſangs to Ma- 
ran, or the ancient Maron, in the Neighbourhood 
of which is a certain Cave,' in which are the 
Sepulchres of (7) R. Hillel and Schammai, and 
twenty of their Diſciples, together with the Se- 
ulchres of R. Benjamin, the Son of Japhet, and 
K. Judah (8) the Son of Bethira. From hence 
you go on to Alma, which lies fix Paraſangs far- 
ther, in which there are fifty Jews, together with 
2 large Jewiſh burying Place. This Place is 
half a Day's Journey from Kadis, which is Ka- 
deſh-Naphtali, ſituated near the River ordatlg 
where there are the. Sepulchres of R. Eleazer, 

the Son of Arach, (9) K. Eleazer, the Son 
5 4 Azariah, 


7). Bine and Schammai were two celebrated Rabhidic 
Teachers, who flouriſhed not long before the Birth of o 
Saviour, The firſt was a Babylonian, and deſcended from, 
David. He ſucceeded Judah, the Son of Betira, in the 
Principality. Hillel took Menachem for his Colleaghe, 
and afterwards Schammai. Hillel was a zealous 9 

ry. This 


of the Traditions, and Schammai quite the contra 
occafioned great Diſputes between them, till the Matter 
was decided (as ey blaſphemouſly report). by a Voice 
from Heaven. Hillel had fourfcore Diſciples, who pre- 
tended to work Miracles, &c. the Chief of whom was Jo- 
nathan Ben VUzziel, the Talmudiſt, | 


(8) Judah, the Son of Betira, flouriſhed a little before 
Hillel; he lived more than a Hundred and Fifty Years, and 
died after the Deſtruction of the Temple. His Brother 
paſſed for a very great Man. They pretended to be de- 
ſcended from one of thoſe dead Bodies (or rather one 


1 Anatomies) which the Prophet Ezekiel reſtored to 
Ee. ” l | | F 
k ” 


| (9) Rabbi Eleazer, Son of Arach, was Cotemporary 
of Jochanan, or John, Son of Zacchai, He was firpamed 
Juen the Shiner, or Enlightener, and (as they ſay) under». 
livod perfectly the Myftcries' of the 132% Mercabeh, 
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Azariah, (ro) R. Chouni (11) Hammaagel, 
| ; * 1552” Men 


(to) Rabbi Eleazer, Son of Azaria, {according to Tra» 
dition) was rich, wiſe, and pious. Hie went once to 
Rome with Rabbi Gamaliel, Rabbi Joſhua, and Rabbi 
Akiba. His Father Azaria was a Diſciple of the great 
Rabbi Perida, of whom (as-it may afford more Entertain. 
ment than the Text) I cannot help relating the two fol. 
lowing Anecdotes. 1. The Grand Father of Perida hav- 
ing had the good Luck to find the Scull of qehoiakim, kept 
It as a precious Reliét during his Life-Time, and at his 
Death left it to his Son, who kept it with the fame Care, 
and at his Death, agreeable to his Father's' Example, left 
it to bis Son. But the Wife of the latter, who was a true 
Daughter of Eve, one Day got into his Study, aud' found 
the Scull, which ſhe immediately burnt, from a Suppo- 
fation that it was the Scull of ſome Woman whom ber 
Muſband had murdered in a fit of Paſſion, but whoſe 

elicy were nevertheleſs more beloved by him than ſhe 
a = Perida took ſuch great —— his 1 
| ppearances were as promiſmg as my own} e 
made it a ral Rule to read and Aria tha fame Thing 
four Hu Times over, but ſuch was his hard For- 
tene, that on a particular Ocrahon, one of his hopeful 
Pupils, eicher through Stupidity or Inattention, was at the 
End of the Lecture as wiſe as he was at the Beginning.— 
The learned Rabdi on this Occaſion, gave a Specimen 
dis Patience, which beggars all Deſcription, for he 
repeated the fame Lecture over four Hundred Pimes more. 
At this a Voice was heard from Heaven, (which Rabbi- 
nieal Writers introduce whenever they pleaſe) to the fol» 
wing Purpoſe. —Perida, either live four Hundred Years, 
or obtain Innocence and eternal Life for thee and thy Poſ- 
terity. Perida (as every School-mafter and Bear- leader 
muſt naturally conclude) withont Heſitation, choſe the 
Jatter, but his Scholars, out of cruel Kindneſs, cried no, 
no, no, but four Hundred Years: for Perida. Their Re- 
queſt was granted, he lived four Hundred Vears; and if 
. a Schoolmaſter all the Time, I heartily pity 


67) Chouni Hammaagel, is another celebrated Teacher, 
who once (as the Jews relate) ſlept feventy Years, and at 
another Time (which might be the Conſequence of ſo long 
a Nap) was very thirſty for four Years more. Hie pre- 
tended to be a great Magician, and to bring Rain when- 
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Raſhbag . (ta) which ĩs R. Simeon, the Son of Ga- 
meliel, and R. (13) Jofai of Galilee, together, 
w_ the . 4 — of Barak the Son of Abino- 
— — no Jews: From hence you 
go — one 110 to Belinos, the Name of which 
was Dan, where there is à certain Cavern, from 
whence; Jordan takes its Riſe, and rolling on for 
three Miles, joins |itfelf- to the River Arnon, 
vrhich comes down from the Borders of Moab. 
Fronting this Cavern, or Grotto, you may yet 
diſcover where that idolatrous Altar ſtood, which 
was formerly built by Micha, and worſhipped 
by the Danites in thoſe Days. Tbere are like 
wiſe ſome Traces of the Altar of Jeroboam, the 
| Sol of Lay ry. ene, woah: 80 : 


3 0 10 ans — to Jo | 
Ben Gorion, during th el Den between « Jad 


Ariſtobulus. Others ſay bt God 1 5 a 
his old he prayed that God ake away = 
Life, whic was — 


ol Yves SI 
Enforcer of that Law, “ 85 1 
16. Hog, and curſed is he n Son 
However the former Law was we 9 
ti 
rom xh 


Doctors, it was lightly regarded by the 
the Deſtruction of the Temple, as appears 
count Which we have of the Gaderenes, who were 5 


great Hog-merchants. 

(12) RNaſehbag, or Rabbi Simeon, Son of Gamellel ib 
— Bod the fr , Benjamio nn Rome 
ten Martyrs, and we y.bu 

fone Man at ras in Babylon. The Rakhbag = 
ather of. the Saint. 
13. Joſe the Galilean, or Joſe the en of Chalp 
"was Mater af Juda the Saint, aud. 
the ronicle, called Seder, Olam Rabba. He was | 
Trade a Currier. Elias, it ſeems, came every Day to 5 
him; which Fable has ſince given Birth- ta many F | 
Lon; For the. — * — this Bebe 
s Sons, pattionlarly the e Eleazer the 
. 8 2511 4 e . 
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Thus far extend the Borders of Iſrael, towards the 
upper Sea. i 2 : dil nen t eln 


D eription of the City 0 Damaſcus and Rout from 
Ws to ade þ ate x Kay Meſopotamia, 
Moſul, Sc. | 31 x 


F® OM hence you travel in two. Days to Da- 

maſk, which is Damaſcus, Hat great City, 
«which is in the Entrance of the Kingdom of Nor- 
Aldin, King of the Togarmains, who are called 
Turks. It is a very large and beautiful City, 
encompaſſed by a Wall on every Side, well fur- 
niſhed with Gardens and Orchards:; it is fifteen 
Miles in Extent each Way; no City in the 
World can be compared with it, for the great 
Plenty of Fruit which it produces; it lies near 
the Foot of Mount Hermon, where the Rivers 
Abana and Pharpar (1) take their Riſe, the 
former of which runs through the Middle of the 
City, and its Waters are brought * wooden 


quæducts 
(1) Alana, Nc. We may form fonie Idea of the Excellency of 
thoſe Rivers, from the Saying of Naaman, Kings 2, 3. Are 


ng ot N 

not Abana, and P , Rivers-of Damaſcus, better than 

al the Waters of Iſrael, &c. This City was originally the 
Refidence of the firſt Syrian Kings, afterwards: à regal Seat 

of the Caliphs of the Saracens, It is ſituated in 34 deg. 

37 min. North Latitude, and 37 deg. 4 min. Eaſt Long. 

to its Antiquity, it is the moſt venerable, 
in the whole World; it is ſuppoſed to have been built by 

Uz, a Grandſon of Shem, the Son of Noah, and was the 
Birth-Place of Eliezer Abrahams Steward. It:was poſſeſſed 
by the Mamalukes till z506, when the Turks conquered 
it, and have kept it ever fince, 
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into the very Houſes of — 2 4 
Inhabitants, and into the Streets and public 
Places. | ; 
This City is much frequented by Merchants: 
of all Countries The River Pharpar without 
the City likewiſe runs along between the Gardens- 
and Orchards, from which they are well watered.. 
Here is likewiſe an Iſhmaelitiſi Moſque, called 
the Synagogue of Damaſcus, Which Building is 
not to be equalled in all the World and is aid 
to have been formerly a Palace of Ben-Hadad; in 
it is a Wall. of Glaſs, framed by the Artifice of 
Enchanters.. Fhere are as many Holes in the 
Wall as there are Days in the Solar Year. The 
Sun deſcending by twelve Degrees, according to 
the Number ot Hours in the Day, daily enters one 
of thoſe Holes, and: by that Means every Bod 
kncws, bythe Holes, what o'Clock it is. Within 
the Palace are bathing Veſſels of Gold and Silver, 
each of them-capacious enough for 3 Perſons to 
bath in at the ſame Time. In the Midſt of the 
Palace is the Rib of a certain (2) Giant, nine 
Spans in Length, and 25 in Breadth. He. was 


- 2: This is one of Benjamin's Gigantic Lies, and a ver 
modeſt Lie for a Rabbinical Writer. Some of his Brethren 
inform us that Moſes was ten.Cubits high, that his Walk. 
ing-Stick was ten Cubits more, with the Top of which, 
(after jumping ten Cubits from the Ground) he wade a 
ſhifr to touch the Heel of Og, King of Baſan. From 
which it has been concluded that the gigantic, the fupendous 
Monarch (to uſe the Epithets of the charitable Doctor, 
who pours forth his whole Soul for a Shilling) was be- 
tweew two and three Thouſand Cubits high. But a certain 
Jewiſh Traveller, has fince convinced us of the Fallacioufs 
nels of this punny Kind of Menſuration, by meeting with 
one End of the * Bone of the ſaid Og, and travelling 
four Hours before be came to the other End of it. Allow 


iog this Rabbi tobe à good Walker, the Bone was twerty 
Miles long. : 
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one of thoſe gigantic Kings of very ancient Date, 
whoſe Name was Abcamaz, as it appears from 
an Inſcription on his Sepulchre, whereunto js 


added, that he reigned over all the World. In 


this City dwell about 30co Jews, among whom 


are a preat many Philoſophers and rich Men, 


Chiefs of the Senate cf Iſiael; among the Reſt, 
R. Ezra, and his Brot her Sarſchalom, or the Prince 
of Peace, a principal Senator, R. Joſeph, who ob- 
tains the 5th Place in the Senate, R. Matſliah 


Præſect and Preacher, R. Meir the Glory of the 


Wiſe, R. Joſeph the much-admired Rock, and 
ſirong Foundation of thoſe who give or aſk Coun- 
ſel in the Afl-mbly of the Elders; R. Heman+the 
Shepherd; and laſtly, R. Tiaddik the Phyfician. 
There are alſo 200 Karaites, and 400 Samaritans, 
which different Sets, though-they live in Peace, 
yet they never intermarry with eachother. From 
thence you go in one Day to Galaad, the Gilead 
of the Ancients, where there are about three 
Score Jews, the Chief of whom is R. Zadok ; 
theſe Men live in a large open Spot, abounding 
with Rivers of Water, Gardens; and Orchards. 
You then go in half a Day to Salcath, or Salca, 
and on the Evening of the ſame Day may reach 
(3) Baal-bec, the Baalath of the Ancients, _ 


F | (3) Balbec was (according to the honourable Van-Eg- 


mont, ) the ancient Heliopolis, or City of the Sun, Its 


venerable Ruins evince that it was once one of the moſt 
magnificent Cities in the Worid, At preſent it is not 
above a Mile and Half in Circumference, and the poor In- 
habitants, who are Chriſtians, Jews; and Turks, live in 
mean Houſes, no Way anſwerable to the grand Ideas, 
which the ſurrounding Ruins give us of the R of 
their Anceſtors. We are altogether ignorant of the Time 
when and by whom this City was built. Arabian Writers 


kh was one of the three Palaces byilt in Salomon's Genii 
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by Solomon, in the Valley of Libanus, for Pha- 
raob's Daughter; the Palace is conſtructed of 
very large Stones, of 20 Spans in Length and 
12 in Breadth, and ſo cont᷑tived that the Stones do 
not in any Refſpett, ſeem to cohere, therefore it is 
commonly reported to be the ſole Work and 
Contrivance of (4) Aſmodœeus. At the Head of 
the Town is à arge Fountain, which rolls like 2 
teat River through the Middle of it; adjacent 
10 which; within the Town; are Mills, Gardens; 
and Orchards. Tadmor (5) in the Deſart, — 
Li * 344%; 206506 eng e N 0 wit 


rern | a , "+ x 1 
for Balkis the Opeen of Sheba. ' The common Opinion off 
the Jews is; that it is the Houſe of Lebanon, 1 Kings 7, 2, 
which Solomon built for Phayoph'y Da hter. Balbec,. or 
rather Baalbec, is derived from 9p Baal, the God of the 
Syrians, and ny39 Bekaah, a Valley, or Plain, where Sa- 
erifices were probably offered to Baal, before the City wat - 
bmit, The Name which was at fit given to the Valley on 
Plain, was afterwards given to the City which was built 
thereon.” The Name 7532 Baalath, commonly pronounc- 
ed Belthis (ſays a very learned Writer) may be derived 
from a Goddeſs of that Name, worſhipped by the fame. 
183 Notwithſtanding the Teſtimony of our Autho 

a is the moſt. ancient Name. See Manſ..la Rocque, . 
Reland, &. wy . 
1.4 A ſuppoſed Demon of great Ingenuity and Ad- 
8. | 


(5) Tadmor, Sc.] Called by the Moderns, Palmyra, 
ſituated in the Deſarts of Arabia, which, though it was 
once . undouhtedly the Capital of à great Kingdom, yet 
Hiſtory. ſcarcely furniſhes. us with any Information, but 
ſuch as is purely conjectural concerning it, till the Time 
of Appian, Pliny, &c, The greateſt Figure it ever made 
was in the Reign of Gallienus, when Odenathus, King of 

Palmyra, and an, Ally of the Romans, - ſo diſtinguiſhed . 
himſelf againſt the Perſians, as to be — pro- 
claimed Auguſtus, and Copartner in the Empire, with 
Gallienus. * His Queen Zenobia, a Lady no leſs celebrated 
for the Beauty of her Perſon, and Endowments of her - 
Mind, than for the various and ſurprizing * of : 

ortune - 
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with large Stones, was alſo the Work of Solo- 
mon. I his City is encompaſſed with a Wall, 
and is ſituated in the Deſarts, far from any in- 
habited Region or Country, and is four Days 
Journey diſtant from. Baalath above-mentioned. 

this very City. there are about 2000 Jews, 
mighty Men in Battle, who wage war with the 
Edomites and Arabians, who-are the Subjects of 
Nor-Aldin, and aſſiſt their Neighbors. the Iſh. 
maelites. Their chief Rulers are R. Iſaac the 
Javanite, R. Nathan, and R. Ouziel, of laudable 
Memory. You then go in half a Day to Kirja- 
thin, or Kirjathajim, where there is but one Jew, 
who is a Dyer; from hence you travel in one 
Day to Hamah, anciently named: Ho»mathy upon 
the Brook Jabbok; at the Bottom of Mount Le- 
banon. About that Time ' fifteen (6) Thou- 
ſand of the Inhabitants of this City 46 
in one Day, by à violent Earthquz _ 
Sho pooratbud 463, whit orig 2 earns hy 545 ay 


| 14 


Fortune, which the: experienced at her Huſband's Death, 


renounced all Alliance with the Romans, and after various 
Succeſs, was at Jaſt Jed in Triumph hy Auvrelian, after 
which her Country became a Roman Province. 


(6) Our Author has already mentioned an Earthquake 
in Tripoly and Judea, attended with the like melancholy 
Circumſtances with this 'at Hamath, from whence 'tis pro- 
bable that this Country was frequently viſited with this 
Calamity: This Opinion is corroborated by the Teſtimony 
of the Arabian Hiſtorian, Elmac. Hiſt, Sar. I. 1. c. 4. 
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I ay in one Day, ſo that only ſeventy Perſons 
were left alive: the principle Men were R. 
Oula the Prieſt, the Scheik, or Elder Abu-Al- 
galeb and Muchtar. From hence you go in balf 
2 Day to Schia, anciently named Hatior; from 
whence it is three Paralangs to Lambdin; in 
two Journies more, you come to Chaleb, or Aram 
Toba, which is now- called Aleppo. the Reſidence 
of King Nor-Aldin, in the middle of which Cith, 
be has a Palace encompaſſed with a very bigh 
Wall. There is neither Fountain, nor River in 
the whole City; but the Inhabitants make Uſe 
of Rain Water, which they catch in a Ciſtern 
named Algub, each Houſe being provided with 
this Utenſil. In this Place you find about 5f- 
teen Hundred Jews, the chief of whom are 
R. Moſes of Conſtantinople, R. Iſrael, and R. 
Seth. From hence you have two. Days Journey to 
Balitz, which has deen otherwiſe called Pethora, 
upon the Bank of the Euphrates, where there 
is to be ſeen, even unto this Day, the Tower of 
Balaam, the Son of Beor (may the Name of the 
ungodly be. had in Execration.) which he builr, 
ſo as to anſwer to the Hours of the Day, In 
the ſame City you find a moderate Number of 
ews, From thence you go in half a Day to 
Kala Gaber, or Selah Midbarah, which the Arabs 
were in Poſſeſſion of, when the Togarmains 
ſeized upon their Country, and compelled them 
to fly into the Deſarts. In this City you ſind 
about two Thouſand Jews; R. Zedekias, R. 
Hija, and R. Solomon, are the chief, From 
thence you go in one Day to Rakia, or the 
Ancient Calne, built upon the Frontiers of 
Shinaar or Mefopatamia, which divides it from 
the Kingdom of the Togarmains; here you 
find about ſeven Hundred Jews; the moſt —— 
| 0 
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of whom, are R. Zachæus, and the much en- 
lightened R. Nadib, together with R. Joſeph. 
In this Place is a Synagogue, built by Ezra tho 
Scribe,' when he came up from Babylon to Je. 
ruſalem. From hence you come in two Days to 
the Charran of the Ancients, where there are 
about twenty Jews; together with a Synagogne 
built by the ſame Ezra. I could not diſcover the 
exact Spot on which the Houſe of our Father: 
Abraham once ſtood, there being no Edifice re- 
maining which might lead to ſuch'a Diſcovery: 
Yet the Iſhmaelites hold the Place in great Ve- 
neration, and often come there to pray. Two 
Days Journey from this Place, the River Al- 
cabor, which is Habor, takes its Riſe; and run- 
ning along into Media, falls into Mount Gozan; 
where there are about two Hundred jews; an 
in two Days more you come to Netzibin, a la 
City, well ſupplied with Water, and contains 
about one thouſand Jews. In two s more, 
come to a Town named Gizir Ben Omar, or 
the Iſle of the Son of Omar, fituated' in the 
Midſt of the River Hiddekel, at the Foot of the 
Mountains of Ararat, four Miles from which 
is the Place on which Noah's Ark reſted; but 
Omar, the Son of Alcitab took down the Ark 
from the Top of the double Mountain, and built 
an Iſhmaehitiſh Synagogue or Moſque in the 
Place whereon it ſtood, not far from the Place 
of the Ark, there yet remains another Synagogue 
of Ezra the Scribe, in which the Jews meet and 
ſay their Prayers on Holidays, In this Place 
(tbat is in the Iſle of Omar the Son of Ali 
tab) are about four thouſand Jews; the moſt 
eminent are R. Mobchar, R. Joſeph, and R. 
Hajim. From this Ties you 80 in two 
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Days to Almozal : (5) or Aſſehur the Great, 
in which there are ſeven thouſand ſews, at the 
Head of whom are the princely K. Zachæus, of 
the Lineage of King David, and R. Joſeph, 
who is ſirnamed (8) Brahen Alphalec, or the il- 
Iuſtrious Aſtronomer of Zin Aldin, Brother of 
Nor Aldin, King of Damaſcus. This City which 
has always been very large, is the Entrance of 
Perſia: it lies upon the River Hiddekel, (o) and 
is ſeparated only by à Bridge from Nineveh, 
which is now in a ruinous State, yet has many 
Streets and fortified - Places fill remaining; it is 
about one Paraſang from N ineveh to Arbeel, but 
Nineveh lies upon the very Banks of the Hid- 
dekel. Before we leave Aſchur, we mult obſerve, 
that there are three Synagogues in it; namely, 
firſt, that of Obadiah; ſecond, of Jonah, the 
Son of Amittai; third that of Nahum, the Elko- 
ſchite. From hence you go in three Days to 
Rahab, the ſame is Rohoboth, built upon the 
Banks of the Euphrates, and inhabited by about 
two thouſand Jews; the chief of whom are R. 
Ezekiah, R. Ehud, and R. Iſaac. This City is 
encompaſſed by a Wall, is very beautiful, large, 
and well fortified ; and decorated with Gar- 
dens and Orchards on every Side. From thence 
you go in one Day to Karkeſia, the Ancient 
Þ | | Carcemiſh, 
(7) Moſul, or Mouſſul, ſtands on the Banks of the Ti- 
is, oppoſite the Ruins of the ancient City of Nineveh. 
che Inhabitants have great commercial Connections with 
the People of Bagdat, Curdiſtan, &. 
() Eraben- Al- Pla be.] The Phraſe is pure Arabic, and 


© 


ought to be written 6 

(9) By the Hiddekel is every where meant the Tigris, 
which ce ebrated River riſes in the Mountain of Armenia, 
and has acquired the Name of Tigris from its Rapidity, 
that Word in the Median Language ſignifying a Dart or 
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thoſe of R. Nathan, and Hoctor 


Metropolis of the Empite, 


Carcemiſh, on the Banks of the River Eu- 
-phrates, in which there are about five Hun- 
.dred Jews, the moſt eminent of whom are R. 

Iaac and R. Alhanan. From: hence you go in. 
two Days to Aljubar, or Poumbeditha, in Ne. 
hardea. Here you find about two 'Fhouſand: 
Jews; among whom are ſome diligent Enquir- 
ers after Wil dom, the moſt Eminent are R. Hen, 


the Principal, N Moſes, and R. Eliakim. Here 


are the Sepulchres of the great R. Juda, and R. 


Samuel, and in the Front of each of them is a 


Synagos ue, built by the aforefaid Rabbins during 
their Life Time. There- is beſides the Sepul-. 
chre of R. Baſtanaiy Chief of wn woe; arg i alſo: 
an Bat 
Papha. From hence you go, in ſwe Days to 
Hardaszusbere there are about fiſteen Thouſand- 
Jews; the maſt eminent of whom are R. Za 
ken, R. Joſeph, and R. Nathaniek Leaving 
this Place, you travel in two Days to Ok- 
berah, à City built by Jechonias, King of Ju- 
dah, in which there are are about ten Thoutand 
Jews ;5 whole . chief rn Ro: —— 
„ 28 Ls £4; elne 
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"Deſcription of the great City of - Bagdad, the Me- 


tropolis of the Mu N 457g Of the Caliph who re- 
Add there. | Of the Faſt of Ramadan. Annual 
Proceſſion, Ge. of tha Prince « the Captivity, his. 
- Grantieur; Riches, on: extinſwe Power over the 


_ Eaftern Feuus. oy e non ghd th e 
TRE next Place you halt at, after a nie 
Journey, is Bagdad, a very large City, the 
anten of the 
Abaſſian 


F 
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Abaffian Caliph, Commander of the Faithful.—- 
He is deſcended from the Family of their Pro- 
het, and being abſolute Governor, and Chief 
Þrieft of the Iſhmaelitiſh Religion, is punctualiy 
obeyed by all other Iſhmaelitiſn Princes; over 
whom he preſides in the ſame: Manner as the 
Pope does over the Nazarenes. His Palace is in 
the Middle of Bagdad, and is three Miles in Cir- 
cumference; in the Midſt of which. is a large 
Park, well furniſned with all Kinds of Trees, 
both for Uſe and Ornament, and well ſtocked 
with Wild Beaſts, or Game of every Kind. In the 
Centre of the Park is a Reſervoir of Water, 
which is br from the River Hiddekel. 
When the Caliph has à Fancy to walk out to 
amuſe and regale himſelf in this Place, Birds, 
wild Beaſts, and Fiſh, are got in Readineſs, to 
amuſe and entertain him; after which he re- 
turns back to his Palace, accompanied — his 
Counſellors and Princes. The — this 
great King is Abaſſian Achmed. (1) He is a 
at Lover of the Jews, many of whom are his 
Miniſters 3 he underſtands all Languages, is well 
acquainted with the Law of Moſes, and not 
only reads, but writes the Holy Language. He 
W470 Y RY Im 3 deſires 
(1). According to A. Zacouth, the Name of the . 
ing Caliph was Muktephi. Baratier tranſlates (from what 
Authority I, know not), Caphtzi. The Truth is, there 
were two Caliphs at Bagdad, during Benjamin's ſuppoſed 
Travels, Moſtanged and Muſtedhy. The Caliph here de- 
ſcribed, was Achmed Abutabas Muſtadir Billa, the twenty- 
eighth Abaſſian, and forty-ninth Caliph, every Cireum- 
ſtance of his Hiſtory confirms it. He was a great En- 
courager of learned Men, was juſt, courteous, eloquent, 
and Charitable, He died A. D. 1118. after à long Reign 
of 1 5 twenty-five Years, * wes —— Sar, 3. 7. 
7 re the Reader f A/ omp ler, 
E. not a Traveller, * * | 
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defires to make uſe of Nothing more than he can 
ain (2) by the Labour of his own Hands; tor 
e makes Mats, or Coverlets, and ſealing them 
with his own Seal, ſends them by his chief 
Princes to Market, where they are bought up by 
the principal Men of the City; with — Price of 
which he provides himſelf common Neceſſaries. 
He is a good and faithful Man, and kindly ſalutes 
all he meets. Though the Iſhmaelites are not 
permitted, at all Times, to ſee him; yet Pilgrims 
from very diſtant Countries, who are journeying 
to Mecca, (3) in Al-yeman, ſtrive to have Acceſs 
to him, AL call -aloud to him-in his Palace.— 
« Our Lord, theBrightneſs of the Iſhmaelites, and 
«the Lamp of our Law, manifeſt unto us the 
« Splendor of thyCountenance;” but when at any 
Time he ſeems not to regard them, his Princes, 
and thoſe who miniſter unto him, approach and 
ſay, Our Lord, we pray thee greet with the 
« Salutation of Peace, thoſe who approach unto 
«© thee from a far Country, and deſite to betake 
themſelves to the Shadow of thy Glory,” Upon 
this he takes up the End of his Robe, and lets it 
down by the Window, which the Pilgrims ap- 
—.— to and kiſs. Then one of the Princes 
them go in Peace; becauſe the Lord, and 


Fes of the ſhmaelites, _y favorable 
| unto 


1 


10 This * er Avarice of the ime 


Caliphs, is likewiſe ABD by the Arabian Hiſtorian, 


who deſcribes the tattered Habit nd patched Sbirt of Al- 
manſor; hoſe Son improyed ſo — þ upon the ſame Plan, 
that (at his Death) there was not a Bier to be found to 
carry him upon, but they were obliged to make Uſe of a 
Gate, on which he was carried out and buried under a 


| Nut $5 ks which he uſed to frequent, -, 


© (3) a, C. L. — abuſ es our Author in this 
Place Myers Reaſon, this is "the © at ry Mecca of Arabia | 


Felix, ſituated between Yeman and Rig. 


? 
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unto them, had beſtowed on them the Salutation 
of Peace; at which they return Home with 
great Joy (on Account of this Salutation) and 
confider him as equal to their Prophet. All his 
Brethren likewiſe, and all his Kindred, kiſs his 
Garment; and have each of them their reſpec- 


tive Palaces within the Caliph's; yet they are 
bound with Chains of Iron, and have Guards 


continually around them, to prevent them from. 
raiſing an Inſurrection againſt the great King. 
For on a certain Time his Brethren rebelled a- 
gainſt him, and ſat up one of their own Party in 
his Place ; wherefore a Decree was made, that 
all his Kindred ſhould be kept bound in Chains 
of Iron, to prevent a ſimilar Inſurrection at any 
future Time. They nevertheleſs live very ſplen- 
didly in their Palaces, and have Villages, and 
Cities, ſubjected to their Authority, the Gover- 
nors of which pay them Tribute; and they eat, 
drink, and make merry all the Days of t heir Life. 
In the Caliph's Palace are large Buildings deco- 
rated with Pillars of Silver and Gold, with inner 
Rooms which gliſter with all Kinds of Jewels, 


from whence he never goes out, but once in a 


Year, and that is on the Faſt of Ramadan. On 
this Day the People flock together from the moſt 
remote Countries, to ſee him: when he goes outs 
he rides on a Mule, clad in his royal Veſtments, 


embroidered with Gold and Silver: on his Head 


he wears a Turbant adorned with Jewels of in- 


eſtimable Value, over which is bound a black 


Napkin, or Grave-Cloth, to thew how much Hu- 
mility ought to be practiſed by the greateſt Men 
in this World; as if he ſhould have ſaid, © Ye 


ſee all this my Pomp and Glory, but when the 


Angel of Death ſhall come to demand the Spoils 
* of myMortality, Clouds, and thick Darkneſs will 
K abſorb 


* 
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«abſorb it.” At ſuch Times, he is accompanied by 


all the Iſhmaelitiſh Chiefs on Horſeback, toge< 
ther with the Princes of Arabia, Media, Peri, 
and thoſe of the Region of 'Fuboth, which is a 
three Months Journey from Arabia. The Pro- 


ceſſion, after leaving the Palace, comes to the 


Houſe of Prayer, or Moſque, the largeſt of which 
is next to the Gate of 'Botzra, or rather Baſſora; 


all who walk in this Procefhon, whether Men or 


Women, are-cloathed in Silk and Purple. At 


the ſame Time you may ſee in the Streets, and 


5 — Places, People ſinging and dancing to all 
inds of Muſic. before the great King, whom 


they call Caliph; and ſaluting him with a loud 


Voice, they cry aloud, „Peace be unto thee, or 


-< Jong live our Lord the King.“ Upon which 


he kiſſes his Veſtment, holding it in his Hand, 
and 1o returns their compliment : and in this 
Manner he proceeds to the Court-Yard, or En- 
trance of the Moſque; when he arrives there, 


| he mounts a wooden Deſk, and expounds their 


Law unto them; after this the Iſhmaelitiſi Phi- 
loſophers pray tor him; and aftet commemorat- 
ing „ his Majeſtic Greatneſs and Piety, 
ee diſmiſs him, all the reſt echoing AME N. 
In the next Hlace he ble ſſes them, and has after- 
Wards a Camel brought to him, which he kills, 
and this is their (4) Paſſover. He then diſtri- 


bhutes ſuitable P: rtions to his Princes, which 


they receive with great Eagerneſs, and rejoice to 
taſte of that Sacrifice, which was ſlain by the 
Hand of their holy King. When the Ceremony 


zs ended, he departs from the Moſque, and re- 
oF **® © 'Þ 2 2 41 1 71 5 | 


turns 
(o) Paſſver:] Our Author has here confounded the Feaſt 
of the Camel and Faſt of Ramadan together, for Reaſons 
«which I Have already given. in the Diſſertation, , 
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turns home to his Palace, walking alone, along 
the Banks of the River Hiddekel, while the 
Grandees of his Court return in Boats, keeping 
in his View along the River, till he enters his 
Palace One thing.is-to be obſerved, that he never 
returns the ſame Way, by which he came: and- 
the Way by the River's Side, over which he 

aſſed, is diligently guarded all the Vear; that 
bo Perſon may tread in his Footſteps, After- 


wards, this holy and pious: Man, never goes: 


forth from his Palace during the whole Year. 
Beſides this Palace, he. has another, which he 
built on the Banks of a certain Arm of the 
River Pereth, or Euphrates, which flows from 
another Part of the City; here he has large 
Houſes, Porticos and Houſpitals, for the Uſe of 
the poor Sick Patiente, who come hither to be 
cured, here are threeſcore Medicinal Ware- 
houſes, all ſupplied - with Spices, and other Ne- 


oeſſaries, and all the dick who come here, are 
ſupported, at the King's Expence, until they 


recover. In the ſame Place, is a large Edifice, 
named Dar- Almeraphtan, or the Habitation of 
Clemency ; where they ſhut up all the Madmen 


they can find, in the Summer-Seaſon, and bind. 


them with Fetters of Iron, until they regain 
their Underitanding ; after which they arr 
mitted to go to their reſpective Homes. For 
this Purpoſe, the King's Officers viſit them every 
Month, that all who are reſtored to their Reaſon, 
may return home to their Friends. All theſe 
Things he does, out of his abundant Righteouf- 
neis and Clemency towards all who viſit Bag- 
dad, and are diſeaſed, either in Mind or Body: 
for he is a pious King, and does it with a good 
Intention. At Bigdau, dwell. about a thou- 
ſand Jews, who enjoy Tranquillity and Eaſe, 
. # 2 | 


and 
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and even great Glory, under the Authority of 
the greateſt of Kings, among whom are ſome 
very eminent Philoſophers, and Governors of 
Sanhedrims, who give themſelves up to the 


Study of the Law of Moſes. Here are, in all, 


'ten Sanhedrims or Councils : the Head of the 


moſt celebrated is Harab, R. Samuel, 'the Son 


of Eli. The Saggan, or Chief of the Levites, is 
Head of the ſecond; R. Daniel of the third; 
R. Eleazer (the Scholiaſt his Companion, (5) 


or Fellow) of the fourth; R. Eleazar, the Son of 


Tſemah, Proctor of the Order, whoſe Genea- 
Jogy is traced up to the bleſſed Prophet Samuel, 
who (together with his Brethren) fings as the 
ancient Muſicians did in the Sanctuary, isHead or 


Prefident of the fifth Council; R. Haſdija, the 


Glory of the Schoolmen, preſides over the fixth; 


R. Haggai, a Man of princely Rank, over the 


ſeventh ; R. Ezra over the eigth; R. Abraham, 
Who is called Abou Tahir, holy Father, over the 
'Ninth ; and laſtly, R. Zaccheus, the Son of Buſ- 
tanai, their Receiver-General, is chief Ruler of 

the Tenth. Theſe are called Eph vacant, 


or idle, becauſe they are occupied in Nothing 
elſe but the neceſſary Affairs of the People. 


Theſe adminiſter Juſtice fingly, to all the Jews 
of That Country, every Day of the Week, but the 
ſecond; when they all meet at R. Samuel's, who 


is called the Excellence of Jacob; who being 
preſent with the other Vacants, or Rulers of the 
other Councils, adminiſters Juſtice to all Comers. 


Over all theſe, R. Daniel has the Pre-eminence, 


who is called Chief of the Exiles, or jw, 
a 


( Concerning the Word n Fellow, or Companion. 
See N 5 


as, in Ti/hi in Hoem 1301 M. Scaliger contra Serr. 


P. 77» Cl, Coch, in Saned, P- 308. 


A. ann 


and alſo our Lord; and can trace his Geneal 
in Writing, up to King David. He is therefore 
called by the Jews, our Lord, Chief of the Cap- 
tivity} and the Ithmaelites call him, our Lord, 
the Son of David. He | has a moſt extenſive 
Power and Dominion over all the Colleges of the 
Iiraelites, by Permiſſion of the Prince of the Faith- 
fal, and Lord ot the Iſhmaelites; who has grant- 
ed, and by his own Seal confirmed, that autho- 
rity to him, and his Poſterity. He has likewiſe 
commanded all Iſhmaelites, Jews, and all the 
Reſt of his Subjects, to riſe and., ſalute him; and 
that whoeyer thould refuſe, ſnould be puniſhed with 
a Hundred Stripes. Whenever he goes forth to ſa- 
lute the great King, he is accompanied bothby Jews, 
andGentiles on Horſeback, together with the chief 
Officers, who cry aloud, prepare ye the Way for 
our Lord, the don of David, as it is meet: and 
this they ſay in their. o.] n Language, Omu- 
loutarik lefejidina ben Dawoud He-. himſelf 
rides on Horſeback, cloathed in Silk Garments 
of Phrygian Workmanſhip, on bis Head he 
wears à large Turbant, round which is placed 
a large white Napkin, and over it is a Diadem, 
He is chief Ruler of all the Colleges and Aſſem- 
blies in the Land of Shinaar, Perſia, Choraſin, 
and Sheba, which is alſo called Al- yeman, of 
Diarbech, and all Syria within the River; like- 
wiſe of the Region of Kot, the inhabitants of 
which dwell on Mount Ararat of Alaniah, be- 
girt with Mountains, the Natives of which have 
no other Egreſs but the Iron Gates of Alexander; 
where dwell the People called Alan : beſides the 
Companies of Siceria, of all the Land of the To- 
garmains, unto. the Mountains of . Aſnahb; like 
wiſe of the Territory ot the Gergenines, even 
- unto the great River Gihon, the Habitation of 
| San, 1 1 
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the Gergeſæans, or Georgians, infected with the 
Religion of the Nazarenes, Nay even his Power 
extends unto the ſtrong Holds of the Provinces, 
and to Thibeth, or the moſt excellent Countries, 
even unto India; all theſe Colleges and Aſſem- 
blies ot Iſraelites receive their Authority from 
the Chiefof the Exiles; nor can they without his 
Permiſſion, make Choice of, or appoint to them- 
ſelves, either a Profeſſor, Singer, or Preacher, 
&. in their reſpective Synagogues, Colleges, &c. 
but all muſt come up to Bagdad to receive Power 
from him, by tt. Laying on of Hands; and bri 
Offerings and richPreſentsfrom the two utter 
Ends of the Earth. This 1ame great Man has 
Hoſpitals, Gardens, and Orchards, in the Pro- 
vine: of Babylon, and a great many Farms, 
which are his hereditary Poſſeſſions, and which 
no Man has a Right to deprive him off, He has 
alſo ſeparate Hoſpitals for the Jews, and a yearly 
Revenue ariſing from Fairs, &c. and Tribute of 
the Merchants, beſides what is brought or ſent 
to him from the moſt remote Countries, He is 
therefore very rich and powerful, well acquaint- 
ed with the Scriptures and Talmudic Writings : 
and at his Table a great Number of Jews are 
daily fed. When a Chief of the (6) Captivity 
is created, a great Sum of Money is given to the 
King, his Princes, and chief- Magiſtrates ; and 
this-is done on the very Day in which the King 
confers the Power by the laying: on of Hands. 
He is then (7) placed in the ſecond Chariot, and 
brought from the Palace of the great King, back 
g — to 


the Inauguration of the Prince of ih 


(6) * | Princ 
Capvity, with the various Ceremonies attending it, See 
Zac. in Jouc. 2 * 


(7) The laſt mentioned Author gives us a long Account 
of this Proceſſion, * 
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to his own Houſe, accompanied by Timbrels and 
Pipes, &c. where he confirms the Members of 
the Councils, or Sanhedrims, by the laying on 
of Hands. The Jews of this City are great 
Philoſophers, and very rich Men. At Bagdad 
are twenty- eight Synagogues, reckoning thoſe in 
the City, and thoſe which are in Alpherec, or 
the Suburbs, on the other Side of the Hiddekel, 
(for the River divides the one Part from the 
other.) There is allo to be ſeen a great 
$ynagogue, belonging to the Chief of the 
Captivity, ſupported by Columns of Marble 
of all Colors, beautified with Gold and 
Silver ; and on the Pillars are certain Verſes 
of the Pſalms engraved in Letters of Gold. 
Fronting the Repoſitory where the ſacred Books 
are kept, is an Aſcent, conſiſting of ten marble 
Steps ; at the Top of which the Chief of the 
Captivity its, ther with the principal Men 
of the Houſe of David. In the Province of (8) 
Bagdad, there is another City, three Miles in 

Circumference ; abounding with Palm - Trees, 
Gardens, and Orchards, beyond any other Place 
in all the Land of Shinaar. It is likewiſe much 
frequented by Merchants from all Countries, for 
the Sake of Trade; it is no leſs eminent for Men 
of Learning, Philoſophers, ſkilled in all Accom- 
pliſhments, and Magicians, acquainted with every 
Kind of Enchantment, and magical Inoantation. 


(8) As the City of Babylon gave a Name to the whole 
Province, fo likewiſe” does Bagdad; it lies on à fine Plain 
on tue Eaſtern Part of the Tigris. ; 
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From Bagdad to Poumbeditba, with a Deſcription of 
the Prophet Ezekiel's Sepulchre. | 


FROM hence you go in two Days to Gehiagen, 
=» which. is the great City Reſen; here you 
find about five thouſand Jews, in the Middle of 
it is a large Synagogue, near to which lies * (1) 
buried, below wi.oſe Sepulchre in a Cave, are 
the Bones of is Twelve Diſciples. From thence 
you go in one Day to Babel, or the — (2) 

| ity 


() Some Saint or Rabbi, whoſe Name is omitted in all 
the Editions that I have had an Opportunity of ſeeing. 
(2) “ And Babylon, the Glory of Kingdoms, the Beauty 
« of the Chaldecs Excellency, ſhall be as when God over- 
&« threw Sodom and Gomorrah. It ſhal: never be inhabited, 
cc ngither ſhall it be dwelt in fromGeneration toGeneration :; 
6 neither ſhall the Arabian pitch Tent there, But wild Aſſes 
cc of the Deſarts-ſhall be there; and theirHouſes ſhall be full 
6 of doleful Creatures, and Owls ſhall dwell there, and Sa- 
& tyrs ſhall dance there. And the Wild Beaſts of the Iſlands 
ce ſhall cry in their deſolate Houſes; and Dragons in their 
« pleaſant Palaces.” Iſaiah 13. This City was founded by 
Nimrod, and afterwards greatly enlarged by Nebuchadnez- 
zar and Semiramis About two hundred and ninty- three 
Years before the Birth of our Saviour, and in the twelfth 
of Ptolemy Soter, By the breaking up of the Banks of the 
Euphrates, the Navigation of the River was ſtopped, and 
the Country almoſt overflown, For this Reaſon Seleucus 
built Seleucia, on the Weſtern Side of the Tigris, oppoſite 
Bagdad ; Seleucia then ſoon became a very great City, and 
in the Time of Pliny, contained ſix Hundred. Thouſand 
Inhabitants. This made Babylon a mere Deſart, a Lot 
which in the Sequel happened to Seleucia, when Cteſiphon 
was built, and nally to Cteſiphon when Almanzor built 


Bagdad. Pliny, Strabo, and Paufanias, deſcribe Babylon 
as a City, void of Inhabitants. About the Time of St. 


Jerome, it was nothing more than a Park, the way oy 
whic 
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City of Babylon, which was once thirty Miles in 
Extent, but is now laid waſte; yet there are to 
be ſeen even at this Time the ruinous Remains 
of Nebuchadnezzar's Palace, which Men fear to 
enter, on Account of the Serpents and Scorpions 
which have taken Poſſeſſion of it. Twenty Miles 
beyond it you find twenty Thouſand Jewiſh In- 
habitants, who pray both in the Synagogues, and 
in that upper Room of ancient Workmanſhip, 
built hy Daniel, Peace be to his Memory. The 
Editice is conſtructed of hewn Stones and Bricks, 
as are alſo the Synagogues and Palace of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, together with the burning fiery Fur- 
nace, into which, in ancient Fimes, were caſt 
Ananias, Miſchael, and Azarias. The Valley 
where it lies, is well known to all Travellers. From 
thence you have five Miles to Hilah, where there 
are about ten Thouſand Jews, and four Syna- 
gues; one of which was built by R. Meir, who 
ies buried in the Front of it ; together with R. 
.Zeiri Bar Hamah, and R. Mari, and in this 
Place the Jews aſſemble to pray. From hence 
it is about four Miles to that (3) Tower, which 
the diſperſed Generation built when Languages 
were divided, or rather confounded, It is com- 
pus of Bricks, which they call NN Lagour. 
he Foundation of the Edifice is about two Miles 
in Circumference, the Breadth of the Tower, at 
the Top, two hundred and forty Cubits ; and the 
Height about a Hundred Canna. About ten Cu- 
bits of the winding Aicent which formerly went 
wp 
which ſerved as an Incloſure for thoſe wild Beaſts which 
the Perſian King kept for Hunting, After Saint Jerome, 
no Writer mentions it till our Benjamin. For a fuller Ac- 
— = . mw wn Fa German r 
e Doris Gans, een, 
(3) See Genelis, Chap. 11. 
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up to the Top, in the ſame orbicular Manner, are 
ſtill remaining. From this Tower you had à Proſ- 
pect of 20 Miles round, for the Country is very 
open and level; but the Fire of Heaven fell upon it, 
.and ſhattered the Tower from the Top to the very 
Foundation. From hence you go in half a Day to 
Napha, where there are about two Hundred Jews, 
and a Synagogue of R. Iſaac, the Naphathite, who 
lies buried in the Front of it. From hence you have 
about three Paraſangs to the Synagogue of the 
bleſſed Prophet Ezekiel, may he reſt in Peace; 
it lies upon the Bank of the Euphrates : oppe lite 
which Synagogue are threeſcore Towers, or For- 
treſſes, together with the like Number of ſmaller 
Synagogues belonging to them. In the Court- 
yard of Ezekiel's Synagogue is a Repoſitory for the 
facred Books, and behind it the Sepuſchre of 
Ezekiel, the Son of (4) Buzi the Prieſt, orna- 
mented with an Arch of moſt fair Workmanſhip, 
built by Jechonias, King of the Jews, together 
with the thirty-five thouſand: of his Followers, 
when he was let out of Priton by Evil Merod ach. 
It has the Proſpect of the River Chobar on one 
Side, and that of the Euphrates on the other; and 
on the Outſide of the Building ate pourtrayed in 
Sculpture, Jechonias and his Companions ; the 
King obtains the firſt Place, and Ezekiel the laſt, 
This Place is confidered even at this Time, to 
be a little Sanctuary; for here they come toge- 
ther, from the. moſt remote Countries, to pray; 
from the Beginning of the Year, until the Day 
of Atonement, nothing is to be ſeen or heard 
of but Marth. and Feſtivity; during. which Sea- 
ſon the Chief of the Exiles, together with all the 
. | Rulers 
(4) Baratier tranſlates Bazile ; for what Reaſon, I, am 
altogether ignorant, All the Editions. that I have. ſeen 
read $15 Buzi, | | Fo 
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Rulers of the Sanhedrims, or Councils, come from 
Bagdad, and pitch- their Tents along the Fields, 
to the Extent of twelve Miles. At the ſame 
Time come Arabian Merchants, by which 
Means (in the Language of Fairs) there is a 
great Conflux of People. On the Day of Atone- 
ment, they bring out and read a large Book, 
which the Prophet Ezekiel wrote with his own 
Hand. Over his Sepulchre hangs a Lamp, which 
has continued burning Day. and Night, ever fince 
it was firſt lig ted up by that Prophet, and has 
from that | ime been ſypplied with Wicks and 
Oyl by bis Succeſſors, unto this Day. In the 
jame # lace is a 1acred and large Library, full of 
Books; tome of wich were written during the 
Time ot the firit, and ſome of tie ſecond lem- 
ple.(5) Atl troſe who die C. ildleſs here, conſe- 
crate their Books to God. And the Jews of 
Perſia and Media come to pray and invoke the 
Almighty for themielves and Countrymen, at 
the Synagogue of the Prophet. The Grandees 
of the Iſhmaelites, and all the Arabians, out of 
the ardent. Love which t ey bear towards Eze- 
kiel, come here, together with their Children, to 
pray, and call the Place the Habitation of Ele- 
gance, or Beauty About halt a Mile from hence, 
are the Sepulchres of Ananias, Viiſchael, and 
Marias, having a large Arch built over each of 
them; and out of Reverence to the bleſſed Eze- 
Kiel, who reſts in Peace, theſe Places, even in 
Time of War, have never been defaced, either 
by Jews or Iſhmaelites. From hence you have 
three Miles to the City Alkottonah, where there 
are about three hundred Jews, and the Sepul hres 


-of 


" ) I neither like my own, nor any other Tranſlation, 
l and — Paſſage, | | | 
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of R. Papha, R. Houna, R. Joſeph Sinal, and R. 
Joſeph, the Son of Hamah; together with four 
Synagogues, bearing the Names of their reſpec 
tive Founders, where the Jews daily aſſemble to 
y. From hence you have three Paraſangs to 
Ein-Sichta, famous for the Sepulchre ot the Pro- 
phet Nahum the Elkoſchite; and you then go in 
one Day to the — of Lephras, where you 
find the Sepulchres of R. Haſdai, R. Akiba, (6) 
and R. Douia. The next Day at Noon you ar- 
rive at the Village of the Deſart, where you meet 
with R. David, R. Judah, and R. Kobria, toge- 
ther with R. Sehora, and R. Abah. Leaving 
the Village of the Deſart, you halt the next Day 
at the River Liga, where you ſee the Sepulchre 
of King Zedekiah, may he reſt in Peace, covered 
with a large Arch; and after the ike Journey, 
ou come to Chufa, where there is a magnificent 
Sepulchre of King Jechonias, over againit which 
is a Synagogue, frequented by about ſeven Thou- 
ſand Jews. From hence you go in a Day and 
Half to (7) Suria, which is that Mahaſia which 
was at firſt the Reſidence of the Chiefs of the 
Captivity, and the Rulers of the Sanhedrims, or 
Councils; among whom were R. 5>cherira, (8) 
| our 


(6) This was the very Rabbi Akiba which-qur Author 
has already buried at Rome. Liars ought to have better 
emories. | | 
) This is ſupported hy the Teſtimony of Zacouth, in 
Joue, and other Oriental Chronologers. 
(8) Rabbi Scherira. He was deſcended from Zerubbabel 
and Salathiel. His Anceſtors were celebrated for many 
Centuries, His Father's Name was Chanina. At the A 
of fourſcore he was created one of the Geonims, or Excel- 
ent Teachers, and Principal of a new Univerſity, which 
was founded at Peruz Schibour, or rather Periſabora, a 
City in the Territory of Nahardea, white, — » 
0 , 1a 
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as others tranſlate it, the Orator ; R. Samuel, the 
Son of Hophni the Prieſt, R. Zephaniah, 
the Son of Cuſhi, the Son of Gedaliah the 
Prophet, and many other chief Officers of the 
Exiles, Heads of REY and 1 

| en 


Rabbi David Gantz, there were fourſcore Thouſand Jews. 
Whether this Number be true or falſe, I will not pretend 
to determine; but ſhall only obſerve, that Scherira diſ- 
charged the Duties of his Othce with Reputation, till his 
great Age obliged him to reſign to his Son Hai, A. D. 997. 
Some Time after, upon the Accuſation of ſome Apoſtate 
Jews, theſe two Rabbins were, by the Command of Baha. 
juddaula, arreſted, and their Goods confiſcated. The Son 
eſcaped, but his unfortunate Father was hung up by his 
right Arm, to be either ſtarved to Death, or deyoured alive 
by Birds of Prey. This happened, according to Gantz, 
when he was about an hundred Years old, tho' he was 
from other Accounts more. His Son was afterwards re- 


inſtated as Principal or Governor of the Univerſity, and 


was alſo Prince of the Captivity, He was the laſt of the 


Geonims, or excellent Teachers, but was more Gaon than 


any of his Predeceſſors. | | 

- (9) Saadias was an Egyptian, a Native of Phium. He 
has been taken Notice of, on Account of his Quarrel with 
David Ben Zaccai, who was then Prince of the Captivity. 
— David defired Saadias to ſign an Order which was con- 
trary to the Law, Saadias refuſed. Upon which David 
ſent his Son Judah to break his Head, in Caſe of a fecond 
Refuſal, Saadias ſurprized at this genteel Treatment, 
communicated the Matter to his Scholars, who out of Zeal 
for their Maſter, aſſembled together in a tumultuous Man- 
ner, and attacked their unworthy Prince, who (as the 


learned Baratier obſer ves) * eut ſa bonne part, de coups de 


„ baton.” Or in plain Engliſh, —had his Share of the 
Baſting. The People on this Occaſion divided, but David 
at laſt prevailed over his Antagoniſt, who thought proper 
to fly to the Wilderneſs, where (as the Jews report) he 
lived feven Years, and compoſed all his Works. He after- 
wagzds returned, and was reconciled to David, whom he 
had the good Fortune to ſurvive, Saadias died-Au. Dom. 
942. 8 ? N 


our R. Hai, his Son, (9) R. Sadias of Phium, or 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Men of the Houſe of David. From hence you 
80 in two Days to Scephithib, where you find a 
Synagogue ſtill remaining, Which the Iſraelites 
built with Materials, which they brought from 
Jeruſalem, and named Scephithib in Nehardea. 
(40) From this Place you go in a Day and half 
to Elnebar, which is alſo called Poumbeditha, 
upon the Banks of the Euphrates, here you 
find about three thouſand Jews, and the Syna- 
gogues of Rab and Samuel, together with 
their Schools fronting their Sepulchres. 


— 2 * 


ä 
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Deſeription , the Empire of the Men of Thema, 
or the-Rechabites, aud alſo of Chebar ibe Reſi- 
dience of tbe three free Tribes. - 


YOU then Journey through the Region of the 
Wilderneſs of Scheba, which is called Al- 
Leman, through which Wilderneſs, after you 
have travelled twenty-one Days North of Baby- 
Jon, you arrive at a Place inhabited by thoſe 
Jews, who are called Rechabites, and alſo Men 
of Thema; for Thema is the Beginning of 
their Territories, and the Reſidence of R. Annan 
their Prince. They poſſeſs a moſt extenſive 
Track of Country among the Northern Moun- 
tains to the Extent of ſixteen Days Journey, in 
different Parts of which they have large and 
well fortified Cities: the Inhabitants of which 
are oppreſſed by no foreign Power, but on the 
contrary attack the moſt remote Countries, 855 


** (x0) This Place like Poumbeditha, and Soura, lies near 
the Euphrates, | 


— W_—_— ſy we — 1 


divine Mercy, for the Exiles of 1 
Lord may have Compaſſion on them for his great 
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bear away the Spoil, even from the neighbor- 
ing Arabs and t eir Allies, Theſe Arabs are- 
named Scenites, who inhabit the Deſarts of- 
their Country, for they dwell not in Houſes, 
but run to and fro, for the ſake of Plunder,. 

even unto Al-Yeman, Theſe Jews are a Terror 

to all their Neighbors, who live in great Fear 
of them : they are for the moſt Part, Huſband- 
men and Shepherds, and are in Poſſeſſion of a 
moſt ample Territory, Theſe Jews give the 


tenth Part of their Subſtance to the Diſciples of 


the wiſe Men, who reſide continually in the 
Schools, and to the poor Iſraelites and devour. 
Phariſees, who mourn for the Deſolation of Ston+ 
and Jeruſalem, who neither eat Animal Food, . 
nor drink Wine, but wear black Veſtments, in - 
habit Caves and Cottages; and affict themſelves 
all their Life Time, except on the Sabbath and 
Holy Days ; when they 25 implore the 

rael, that the 


Nameſake. Towhich we may add, that all the 


Inhabitants of Thema, and "I ilimas, in Num- 


ber about a hundred thouſand, with Prince Sal- 
mon the Brother of Annan, their chief Prince, 
of the Lineage of King David (as it appears 
from a Book of Genealogy, and Extratts of 


Queſtions relating thereunto, in the Poſſeſſion 
of the Chief of the Exiles) go every Year 


with their Cloaths rent, for the ſpace of 
forty Days, and humble themſelves for all the 


Jews who live in Exile. They have about forty 
Cities, two hundred Villages, forty Caſtles, and 


about three hundred thouſand Jews, in all their 
Cities. Thanai is the Metropolis of the Country, 
which is encompaſſed by very large Walls, with- 
in which they both ſow and reap, the City be- 

Le ing 
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ing fifteen Miles in Length, and as many in 
Breadth: Here is to be ſeen the Palace of 
Prince Salmon, it ſtands in a moſt beautiful 
Situation, well furniſned with Gardens and Or- 
chards. Tilimas is alſo a large City, having 
about a hundred thouſand Jews in it: it is very 
ftrongly fortified by its natural Situation, being 
ſecured between two high Mountains, The In- 
Habitants are wiſe and prudent, and ſome. of 
them are rich. From Tilimas you go in three 
Days down to Chebar, which is commonly re- 
rted to be the Reſidence of the Tribes (1) of 
euben, Gad, and half Tribe of Manaſſah, 
who were carried away Captives by Shalmane- 
. ſer, King of Aﬀyria, And Men likewiſe 1ay, 
that they came hither and built thoſe large for- 
_ .titied Cities, and waged War with all Nations; 
that they are io acceſſible to all Men: that by 
Reaſon of a large Wilderneſs of eighteen Days 
Journey in Extent (which the Traveller muſt 
ſurmount before he can penetrate their Coun. 
try) they have hitherto remained unknown. 
Chebar is a very large City, and contains about 
fifty thouſand Iſraelites. Some of them are Diſ- 
Ciples of the wiſe Men, others mighty Men in 
Battle, who draw the Sword, and launch the 
Spear of the mighty againſt the Sons of Shinaar, 
* and the Jnhabitants of the Northern Region ; 
and alſo againſt the valiant Men of Al-Yeman, 
This is the beginning of the Indies. 


(x) Eldad the Danite, who pretends to have travelled 
through the ſame Countries, gives a different Account of 
thoſe Tribes. | | | 
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Rout from the River Samoura, upon the Frontiers - 


' of Perſia, io the City of Aria, with an Account. 


of the Prophet Daniel's Sepulchre, Tc. 


LEUN this Territory, you 7 in twenty⸗ 
five Days to the great River 


irah, which 
runs through the Country of Al-Yeman : here 


you find about three thouſand Jews. You then 


go in ſeven Days to Naſeth, where you find 


about ten thouſand more, among whom is R. 


Nedajan. Five Days after you halt at Botſra, 


or rather Biffera upon the Bank of the Hiddekel, 


in which Place there are near two thouſand 


Jews, the greater Part of them are Diſciples of - 


the wiſe Men, and are alſo very rich. From 
this Place, you go in two Days to the River 
Samura, which is the Beginning of the King- 
dom of Perſia ;. upon the Banks of which dwell about 


fifteen hundred Jews, and here is alſo to be ſeen 


the Sepulchre of Ezra, the Scribe, and Prieſt, 
who died here as he was going from Jeruſalem, 


to the Court of King Artaxerxes. Fronting the 


Sepulchre is a large Synagogue of more modern 


Date: and on the other Side the Iſhmaelites, 
out of the great Veneration which they had for 
Ezra, have built a Moſque; for they love the 


Jews, and come here to pray. From hence you 


* 


have four Miles to Chuzeſtan, or the extenſive 


Province of Elam; which is partly inhabited 
and partly Jaid waſte. Among the Ruins of 


4 


which is the Metropolis Shuſhan, the ancient 
Reſidence of King Aſhaſuerus: where there 
ſtill remains a large and fair Building of very 
ancient Date. In this Province are ſeven thou- 
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ſand Jews, and fourteen Synagogues in the 
Front of one is the Sepulchre of the blefled 
Daniel. The great River Hiddekel divides the 
City into two equal Parts, over which they have 
a Bridge. On that Side where the wealthy 
2 live, are Market Places, Shops, and all 
inds of Commerce. On the other Side, where 
the Poor live, are neither Markets nor Com- 
merce, Gardens nor Orchards. Some Time ago, 
this Part of the City envied their Neighbors, on 
Account of the rich and ſplendid Manner in 
which they lived; all which they attributed to 
the Sepulchre of the bleſſed Prophet Daniel; 
which was on the Side where their. rich Neigb- 
 beurs dwelt ; f.rtified by this Opinion, and being 
deſirous of experiencing the like Proſperity, the Poor 
. requeſted that the Bones of the Prophet might 
be taken up, and buried on their Side; as the 
rich Party would by no Means agree to the Pro- 
ſal, this was the Cauſe of a long and tedious 
ar between them; which after it had laſted 
until both Sides were heartily tired of it, termi- 
nated by a Treaty in which all 17 — That 
« Daniels Coffin ſhould every Year alternately 
% change its Place, that is to ſay, remain one 
« Year on the one Side, and the following 
«© Year on the other Side of the River.” This 
both Parties as punctually obſerved, till it was. 
ut an End to by the Coming of Senigar Shah, 
the Sun of Shah, who rul-s over all the Monarchs 
of Perſia, having forty-five Kings in Subjection 
under him, and is called in Arabic the mighty 
Sultan of Perſia, This is he whoſe Dominion 
is extended from the Entrance of the River Som- 
ra, unto the great City Semarcoth, er Samarcand, 
and unto the great River Gozan, unto the Pro- 


vince of Gitbor : all along the Banks of Gozan, 
4 even 
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even unto the Cities of the Medes, the Monn- 
tains of Haphton, and other far celebrated 
Regions and People; in whoſe untrequented 
: Foreſts are found the wild Beaſts, from which 
cometh the powerful ſcented Muſk. - To ſim up 
the whole, it will take up a Space of Time of 


four Months and four Days to travel through ' 


his Dominions. When therefore this great 
Senigar, the Sultan of Perſia, came here, and 
ſaw how Daniel's Coffin was tranſported. from 
one Place to another, and the Jews and Iſhmael- 
ites. &c. thronging each other on the Bridge; 
he aſked what theſe Things meant? and upon 
being informed, he pronounced “ that it was 
1 T and unſeemly to treat Daniel in ſo 
« contemptuous a Manner, and forthwith com- 
« manded them to meaſure out an exact Space 
* on each Side; to put the Prophet's Coffin in- 
« to a Glaſs Caſe; and ſuſpend it down the 
« middle of the Bridge by Chains of Iron.” He 
likewiſe cauſed a large Synagogne to be erected, 
acceſſible to all Men, that whoever pleaſed, 
might enter in and pray there, whether Jorn or 
Syrians; and Daniel's Coffin hangs down the 
Bridge unto this Day, out of Reſpect to whoſe 
Memory, the King has ſtrictly commanded, 
that no Perſon whatever, ſhall at any Time, fiſh 
within a Mile of the Place. From thence you 
go in three Days to Robad-bar, where you tind 
about twenty thouſand Jews; ſome of whom 

are Diſciples of the wiie Mem: and are alſo ver 
rich; but oppreſſed by the Yoke of Captivity, 
From hence you go in two Days to the great 
River Vanth; where there are about four thouſand 
more. From hence. you go in four Days to the 
Country of Molhath ; the Reſidence of thoſe 
| who 
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(1) who embrace not the Tſhmaelitiſh Religion; 


but dwell on the large Mountains, and are ſub- 


ject to the Elder, who dwells in the Country of 


the Alchaſchiſchins, Here are four Hords of 


Iſraelites, who dwell among the Inhabitants of 
the Country, and alfo go out to Battle among 
them; and are all free from the Perfian Yoke: 
for as they live on the Tops of -the high Moun- 
tains, they deſcend with great Swiftneſs, and 


bear away the Spoil with equal Celerity to their 


ſtrong Holds ; where they are in no Danger of 


being urſued.. The Jews of this Territory are 


Diſciples of the wiſe Men, and acknowledge 
the Authority of the Chief of the Captivity, 
who refides at Bagdad. You then go in five. 
Days to Aria, where you find about twenty- 


five thouſand of our People, who are the firſt of 


thoſe Hords or large Companies of Jews, who 


dwell on the high Mountains of Haphton, on 
which reſide more than a hundred large Com- 


nies of Jews, and this is the Beginning of 


edia. Theſe ** were carried away in the 


firſt Captivity, by King Shalmaneſer, and ſtill 


ſpeak the Chaldean Language: among whom 
# | . are 


(1) Le Sens eſt, que ce Peuple font ſoumis au Vieillard - 


des Alchaſchiſchins de Syrie, dont il a deja parlẽ ci deſſus. 
Efflectivement dans L' Arie de Ptolomte qui eſt entre la 
Parthie, le Paropamiſe, La Drangiane, & la Bactriane, 

s fort loin des Indes, dans cette Arie, dis- je, que Ben- 


jamin a confondu avec celle de la Medie, eſt un Peuple 


Ke, nommé Mulchet, qui a les memes Dogmes, le meme Ori- 


7 ine, le memes Noms, les memes Contumes, que les Aſſeſ- 
uns de Syrie. La fortereſſe de Tigado etoit leur Capitale, 


ils etoient fameux par leur Brigandages, Alcadin leur 


” 
i 


— 


Chef, ou Vieillard a ſurtout ẽtẽ renomme pour cela, et pour 
ces autres Tyrannies, cela dura juſques au 13 Siecle, mais 


alors Halaono grand Kan des Tartares pris Tigado apres 


un Siege, de vingt, & ſept Ans, & extermina entierement 
cette Nation & leur Vieillard. Baratier. 
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are ſome Diſciples of the wiſe Men. They are 
one Day's Journey diſtant from Omaria, and 
extend their Habitations unto the Kingdom of 
Perſia: the King of which they obey, and pay 
Tribute to a Governor or. Viceroy, which that 
Monarch has ſet over them. The (2) annual 
Poll-Tax, which they pay throughout all the 
Iſhmaelitiſh Empire for every Male fifteen Years 
old, and upwards, is a golden. Emir, valued at 
a Morabeti, and three quarters of Gold, 


CH A. N 


Hiftory of David El- Roi, the pretended Meſſiah. 
_ Rebellion, ſuppoſed Miracles, and tragical 
nd. | | 


A BOUT ten Years ago aroſe one David El- 
Roi, of Omaria, who had been a Diſciple 

of Haſdai, Chief of the Exiles, and of Eli Gaon 
Jacob, Chief of the Sanhedrim, in the great 
City of Bagdad, This Man being moſt int 
matel acquainted with the Law of Moſes, the 
Civil Law, and the Talmudic Writings, ſkilled 
in 


(2) This Poll-Tax, according to a German Author, 
was a Florin; according to others 28. 6d, I can diſcover 
the moſt evident Traces of a Corruption, and Omiſſion 
like wiſe.— The Word is ſpelt 2K Morabeti. By omit- 
ting the. ſecond Radical, which ſeems to be an N 
tion, and ME 2 Beth, like 1 Vau, and v Teth, 
ſomewhat hard, (both which are common among Fo- 
reigners) you may read WIKW9 Maravedi, 375 of which 
are equal to a Spaniſh Ducat of Exchange, or 4s. 11d. 2 
of our Money. So that allowing for the Omiſſion of the 
numerical Letters Dy 375, which might happen by the 
Careleſſneſa or Haſte of the Tranſcriber ; the Poll-Tax 
was about Seven $hillings and eight or nine Pence. 
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in the Sciences of the Gentiles, . underſtanding - 
perfectly the Language of the Arabians, and their 
Scriptures, and expert in all Books of Magic and. 
Enchantment, took upon: him to rebel againſt: 
the King of Perſia ; for which Purpoſe he ga- 
thered together all the Jews on the Mountains 
of Haphton, and ſome other Nations, to go to 
lay Siege to Jeruſalem. He gave Signs to the 
Jews by falſe Miracles, and ſaid the Eternal had 
ſent him to take Poſſeſſĩion of Jeruſalem, and to 
deliver them from the Yoke of the Gentiles. A 
great Part therefore of the Jews had Faith in 
him, calling him their Meſſiah. (1) As ſoon as 
the King of Perſia heard of this Matter, he com. 
manded him to be brought before him, that he 
might. have ſome Converſation. with him ; upon 
his coming with great Boldneſs and Intrepidity, 
the King aſked him the following Queſtion.. . Art 
e thou the King of the Jews?” He anſwered 
and ſaid, ** Lam.” The King then called to his 
Guards, and commanded him immediately to be 
apprehended, and led away to Priſon, namely, 
unto that Place in the City of Dabaſtan, on the 
Banks. of the great River Gozan, where the 
King's Prifoners are kept in. Bonds .until the Day 
of their Death. Three Days after this, as the 
King was fitting together- with his Princes and 
Chief Miniſters, deliberating about the Jews Re- 
bellion, behold David, having made his Eſcape 
from the Priſon, without any Man's Aſſiſtance or 
| E Permiſſion, 


(i) Strange and extravagant as this Story appears, the 

— Part of 3 is Aral 6 Matter of F aft, and as ſuch 
Is recorded by Rabbi Solomon, Ben Virga, and David 
Gantz; with this Addition, that the Jews were obliged to 
raiſe the Money among themſelves, to bribe the Impoſtor's 
Father-in-Law. The excellent Biſhop Kidder relates the 
Story in Benjamin's own Words. by 
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Permiſſion, approached and ſtood before him; 
and when the King looked at him, and eaquired 
„% Who brought thee hither? Or who hath 
« looſed thy Bonds?“ He anſwered, © My own 
« Wiſdom, and my own Subtilty, becauſe. I fear 
« neither thee nor any of thy Servants.” At 
which the King cried out, Seize him, lay 
« Hands on him.” —But his Servants anſwering, 
faid, “ they ſaw him not, but only heard the 
« Sound of his Voice.” While the King was 
aſtoniſhed, and full of Admiration of his Wiſe 
dom and Subtilty, David addreſſed him and 
ſaid; “ behold I go my Way.” Upon which 
he went away, and the King together with all 
his Princes and Miniſters followed him: until 
they came near unto the Bank of the River, 
when David taking out a Handkerchief, ſpread 
it abroad upon the Face of the Waters, and 
2 over the River upon it. Then all the 
Ling's Miniſters ſaw him plainly walking over 
the River upon his Handkerchief: and though 
they followed him in their Boats, yet could they 


not overtake him, which made them conſeis, 


that he was the greateſt Enchanter in the World. 
On the ſame Day, he travelled to Omaria, as 
far as any ordinary Man could have gone in ten 


Days, and this he did by Virtue of the explain- 


ed (2) Name. When he had told the Jews of 
| that 


(2) The name here alluded to is MP Jehovah O wy, xa: o ur, 
o #2X0peyeg®* Who is, and who was, and who is to come.” 
As the Author of the Revelations excellently tranſlates it. 
To this Name the Almighty is ſuppoſed to refer when he 
commanded Moſes to tell the Egyptians MARK Jam, hath 
ſent me unto you. Rabbi Bechai ſays, there are three 
Tenſes, or Times, and ye comprehends them all. Thus 
Pſal; 97. do mv The Lord hath. reigned. gg. 
D 79 MM The Lord King for ever and ey 


— 
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that Place all that happened unto him, they 
were aſtoniſhed at his Wiſdom. After this the 
| Sultan 


and 146. 9. p95 MV» The Lord all reign for 
ever. For theſe and many other Reaſons this Name was 
held in much greater Veneration than any other; the Peo- 
ple were prohibited the Uſe of it at the Peril of their Lives; 
the High Prieſt only was permitted to pronounce it, and 
that but once in the Year. To avoid profaning it, they 
therefore called it, in common Converſation, the Name of 
the four Letters; and more conciſely, the Name of four; 
on Account of the four Letters of which it was compoſed ; 
ſometimes by Way of Eminence they called it BZ or Sun. 
the Name. By being Maſter of the true Pronunciation of 
this Name, together with the Application of it, as ſome of 
the Jews report, Moſes performed all his Miracles. Some- 
thing of the like Nature is blaſphemouſly related of a 
greater than Moſes; and by the ſame Means David- 
El-Roi is here ſuppoſed to have croſſed the River upon his 
Napkin, or Handkerchief, though another Author ſays it 
was his Cloak. It is alſo called by Rabbinical Writers, 
the great Name, the glorious Name, the appropriated Name, 
and UV227 S the explained Name, or as ſome tranſlate - 
it, the ineffable Name; it was called the explained Name, 
becauſe they explained it by u Adonai; which they al- 
ways pronounced in the Room of it. If e thus written 
preceded MN to avoid Repetition, they pronounced 
mm 1278 Adonai Elohim. As the Jews called it the Name 
of four Letters, ſo it is by the Greeks ſometimes called 
Tergayeap para The Septuagint Tranſlation renders it by 
Kvugzog not on any Religious Account, but becaufe the 
Greek Language wants Letters to expreſs it, as appears in 
Atv; 719 Levi, Aa David, and many others. The 
like Difficulty frequently occurs in expreſſing Roman 
Names, as Gurtes Valerius, &e. where vy Pſilon is 
ſtrained and diſtorted in a ſtrange, and unnatuial Manner. 
Latin Writers rendered it by Dominus, till the Time of P. 
Galatin, who (according to Buxtorff) was the firſt that 
wrote Jehovah, Concerning the Time and Place, when 
where, and by whom it . be pronounced, together 
with the myſtic Senſe, magical Application, and miraculous 
Effects of the explained Name, &c. See Cod. Talm. 
Mithn. Kaddoth Cod. Peſac. Cod. Sotah. Cod. San. Cod. 
Sthal, In Eruv. R. Chiſkia, Jalkut, and Maim, | 
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Sultan of Perſia, ſent Letters to the Commander 
of the Faithful, Caliph of Bagdad, Lord of the 
Iſhmaelites, deſiring bim to acquaint the Chief A 
of the Captivity, and the Heads of the San- | 
hedrims, that it they did not prevent David- 
El-roi from doing Actions of the like Nature, 
he would put all the Jews to Death that were 
found in his Kingdom, At this all the Aſſemblies 
of Perſia were in the greateſt Trouble and 
Anxiety, and ſent Letters unto the Prince of the 
Exiles, and principal Men of the Sanhedrims and 
Councils dwelling at Bagdad, after this Manner. — 
* Why ſhall we die in your Sight, both we and 
ec all the Aſſemblies of Perſia? Reſtrain that 
«© Man, that he ſhed not the innocent Blood!“ 
W hereſore the Chief of the Exiles, and Chiefs 
of the Sanhedrims, ſent Letters unto David, to 
the following Purpoſe, * Be it Known unto 
e thee, that the Time of our Redemption is 
„ not yet come; that our Signs are not yet ſeen 
& by us, and by the Pride of his own Spirit, 
ee ſhall no Man prevail. Therefore we com- 
* mand thee to reſtrain thyſelf, that thou doeſt 
© not ſuch like Deeds hereafter, to which Com- 
“ mand if thou art diſobedient, be thou excom- 
„ municated and cut off for ever from the Con- 
„ gregations of Iſrael.” Theſe Letters they 
torthwith ſent to David, and likewiſe others 
nnto Zaccheus, a Man of princely Rank dwelling 
in Aſſy ria, and to R. Joſeph the Seer, (who is fir- 
named Braben Al-Phelec) who ſojourned there, 
that they might ſend Letters unto David El-roi, 
W heretore they alſo added Letters (namely; 
the above mentioned Chief Ruler, and the Seer) 
in whioh they exhorted and adviſed him to deſiſt ' 
from his Enterprize, and 'do that which was 
Juſt and right,---but he was deaf unto all theſe 
r 


—_— — —— — 


- #22 21A z. XVIL 


Things, and returned not from his evil Way, 
until a certain King aroſe, and took the Matter 
in Hand, named Zin-Al-din, :King of the To- 
garmains, and Vaſſal of the King of Perſia; 
who ſent Meſſengers to the Father in Law of 
David El-roi, and ten thouſand Pieces of Gold, 
that he might put him to Death privately ; 
which he accordingly performed, by entering 
his Houſe and killing him while he was ſleeping 
in his Bed; by which Means his Art and Sub- 
tilty were of none Effect. Notwithſtanding 
this, the King of Perſia's fierce Anger was not 

et appeaſed, nor turned away both from the 
Jew of the Mountains, and thoſe in his own 

erritories, whereupon the Jews ſent unto the 
Chief of the Exiles, that he might go unto the 
King in their Behalf; who accordingly going 
unto the King, addreſſed him in kind Speeches 
And pleaſing Words, by-which, together with a 
Prefent of about a hundred Talents of Gold, 
he was appeaſed. Afterwards. the Country had 
Peace, when the King turned away from the 
Fierceneſs of his Anger. 


1 
* 


CHAP, XVII. 
From Aria and the Mountains of Haphton, to the 


Mountains of Niſbor, and the River Gozan, 
{which is Gihon, or Oxus) by the Way of Hama- 
dan, and Iſpaban. j 7 


FROM the Hill Country already mentioned, 
you travel in ten Days to Hamadan, that 
great City of Media, (which gives a Name to 
the whole Province) in which there are near 
fifty Thouſand Jewiſh Inhabitants, Fronting a 
| certain 
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certain Synagogue in this Place are the Sepul- 
2 of Mordecai and Eſther. Dabreztan is four 

Days Journey from hence; it contains about 
four Thouſand jews, who. dwell on the Banks of 


the River g You then go in ny 
2 ays 


(1) The very learned Dr. Hyde, Hiſt. Rel. Vet. Pers. 
looks upon 7½% Gozan to be a falſe' Reading, and thinks“ 
that the true Reading is 7117 Chozan, or Chuzan, from 
Chuz, or Huz, the eldeſt Son of Nahor, Gen. 22, 21, who 
© built a City of that Name; but as 0 Huz begins with 
y.Gnain, and ends with y Tzade, I muſt (unleſs, I take 
freſb Liberties with the Text) prefer the common Reading, 
The Gozan of Benjamin is the River Gihon, or Oxus. 
The Gozan of the S8. is the great River Caſius, otherwiſe 
called Cyrus, Kor, and Kur, of Georgia, in Aſia, which 
falls into the Caſpian Sea, Some have with Reaſon thought 
that the Gozan, .and the Sabbatic River, are one and the 
ſame; that it received this latter Name, becauſe the Jews 
who were carried away into Captivity, by their Afﬀyrian 
Conquerors, had neither Time nor © unity to keep the 
Sabbath in due Form and Order, till they came to their 
ſeveral Stations ou tbe Banks of Goran. Ibe Truth is, 
the Sabbatic River is the Child of Rabbinical Fancy, there 
neither zs, nor ever was, any ſach River in the World: 
the very Name of it, is either a Forgery, or at beſt a miſtaken 
Reading. The ancient Jews might very naturally call the 
River Gozan War M or DYAP 17) the River of the 
Tribes; by which they meant the Gozan, near to which the 
captive Tribes were ſtationed, To all who object, that the 
Word is generally ſpelt oa Sambation, that the initial 
Letter is ö, and not W: I anſwer, that the Epentheſis of 1 
Mem, is either a common Figure, or an Error cf the Scribe, 
and that ꝝ Sin, and d Samech are indiſcriminately uſed, as 
appears from the Authority of Elias in Thiſbi, and the 
conſtant Practice of Oriental Writers. The various Pro- 
digies related of the Sabbatic River, the different Parts of 
the World in which it has been placed; the romantic Ac- 
counts of the Jewiſh Inhabitants who dwell on the other Side 
of it, will be the Subject of a future Publication, which will 
afford much Amuſement, and perhaps ſome Inſtruction. 
See for the preſent Schalſheleth Hakkabala, Abrabam 1. 
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Days to the great City of If ahan, the Metro. 


lis of the whole Empire, which is twelve Miles 
in Circumference. Here you find about fifteen. 
Thouſand Jews, and the great R. Sar-Schalom, 
or Prince of Peace, who is by the Authority of 
the Chief of the Exiles appointed principal Go- 
vernor both of theſe, and all other Jews in all 
the Cities of the whole Empire of Perſia. From 
hence you have four Days e to Schiphaz, 
(2) a principal and moſt ancient City of Perſia, 
formerly named Perſis, which gave a Name to 
the whole Country. It contains about ten Thou- 
ſand Jewiſh Inhabitants. From thence you go 
in ſeven Days to Gina, a large City on the 
Banks of Gozan, where there are about eight 
Fhouſand Jews. This City is a Kind of Fair, 
which for the Sake of Commerce, is much fre- 
quented by all the Nations of the Gentiles, and 
has a moſt ample-Territory annexed to it, From 
hence you go in five Days to Samarcuth, or Sa- 
marcand, a large City ſituated on the Confines of 
the Kingdom, in which there are about fifty 
Thouſand: 


Titſol, Orchoth Olam, Rabbi Gerſom, Ben Eliezer, Sepher 
Geliloth Eretz Ifrael, Joſeph Ben Gorion, Eldad Danita, 
Manaſſeh Ben Iſrael, Mikve Iſrael. 

(2) Schiphaz ſeems to be a Corruption of Schiraz or. 
Scherraz, a large City in the Province of Fars, or Fai ziſtan, 
in a pleaſant and fertile Plain, extending 52 Miles from N. 
to 8. The Capital of the Kingdom at one Period. This 
City ſprung out of the Ruins of Perſepolis, ſtands upon 
the River Bendimer, 200 Miles North of Ormus ; and 250 
South of Iſpahan. About ten Lines which immediately 
follow—Jewiſh Inhabitants—are totally omitted in Bara- 
tier's Tranſlation, When he alſo ſpeaks of Samarcand, he 
ſays, Aſept Journees de la, eſt Samarcanth ;”* which he 
ought to have tranſlated, * A cinque Journees, &c." for 


the Hebrew Ward is wn einque, five, and not npar - 


Sept, Seven. | 424 


— 
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Thouſand Jews, governed by R. Obadiah, of 
princely Rank; many of theſe Men are no leis 
celebrated for their Wiſdom, than their Riches. 
From thence Men travel in four Days to Tuboth, 
which is Thibet, in the Foreſts of which Pro- 
vince the Muſk is found. 


— — — 
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Account of the Mountains Niſbor, inhabited zy 
four Free and Independent Tribes. The Sultan of 
Perfia's Expedition againſt the Copheral Turks: 
Hiſiory of Rabbi Moſes. 


'THE Traveller then goes on for twenty-eight : 
Days more, until he arrives at the Moun- 
tains of Niſbor, which bang over the River Go-- 
zan. There, namely, in the Perſian Territory, 
are certain Iſraelites, Aborigines of the Moun- 
tains, who affirm, that there are now-dwelling in 
the Cities of Niſbor, four Tribes of Iſraelites, 
namely, the Tribe of Dan, Zebulon, Aſcher, and - 
Naphthali, who are the firſt captive Multitude 
which were carried away by Shalmanezer, King. - 
of Aſſyria; according to that Saying which 1s 
written * And he led them away -unto Lablah, 
(1) “ and - Habor, Mountains of Gozan, and 
3 Moun 


hs. & 


(1) Benjamin, or his Scribe, by placing 2 Beth before 
do makes 5 a radical Letter, by which Means I am 
obliged to tranſlate Lachlah, and not Chalah. Agreeable to 
the SS. he ſhould likewiſe have written y Cities, and not 
N Mountains, as it appears from 2 Kings 17, and 6 v. 
The Goran of the Scriptures is (as has been already ob- 
ſerved) the River Caffus; Chalach is Colchis, Chabor is 
Iberia, or Georgia, and Hara means a mountainous, un- 
oP cultivated 


*Taitary, adore ane Ged, Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
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« Mountains of Media.” Their Country tis 
twenty Days Journey in Extent ; in the moun- 
tainous 

* 


cultivated Part of the Country. This correſponds with 
the SS. which make Gozan, a River, and Chalach and 
Chabor, (or as our Tranſlation runs, Halah and Habor) ' 
Provinces of the Aſſyrian Empire. The Aſſyrian Monarch 
placed his Captives here, the more. effectually to prevent 
their Return to Jeruſalem, or becauſe he might not chuſe to 
truſt them too near ta his own Capital; or becauſe one Part 
ef this extenfive County was barren, and very thinly inha- 
bited;, and the other: Part ſtood in great Need of Cultiva- 
tion. Hence it appears that the modern Colchis, Iberia, 
Albany, Caſius, the mountainous Part of Media, which is 
the modern Georgia, Mingrelia, Imiretta, Guriel, Car- 
duel, Caket, Schirwan, Dageſtan, the River Akſai, or 
Coiſu, on whieh-ſtands the Town of Andreof, or St. An- 
drew, (which belongs to the Ruſſians) Ghilan, and Ma- 
ſenderan, were the principal Places where the captive Iſ- 
raelites were Tad, "Tis probable that they continued 
here no longer than they were obliged. A vatural Deſire 
of Liberty excited them, like the Northern Nations, wha: 
ſome Centuries after over- ran the greater Part of Europe 
and Afia, to ſeek their Fortunes elſewhere, in Purſuit of 
ſome better Country, Nothing can be more reaſonable, 
and natural than to ſuppoſe, that they took their Rout 
through Scythia : Ortelins, and ſome others, have already 
affirmed that they ſettled in Tartary. Petachias found 
Jews in this Country who differed from their Brethren in 
no other Reſpect, than becauſe they were unacquainted 
with the Traditions. An evident Proof, that hes left 
their Country before it was infected with theſe Traditions. 
The iliuftrious Prefident of Thou, fays theTartars made uſe 
of Circumciſion before Mahomet, and were acquainted with 
thoſe: Precepts, which are called the Precepts of Noah; a- 
mong other Opinions, that of the Unity of the Deity, was 
ene which they believed, and obliged their vanquiſhed Ene- 
mies to receive and acknowledge. To which may be added, 
that Chaldean Inſcriptions have heen diſcovered on the 
Stones of their Moſques, in Little Tartary, The Mor- 
duas, a People who inhabit the Frontiers of Muſcovy and 


to 
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tainous Parts of which are large Cities and 
Caſttes, ſtrongly fortified. One Part of their 
| | Country 


to whom they offer thei? firſt Fruits. The People who in- 
habit the vaſt Empire of Cathay, which ſeparates Tartary- 
from China, reject the Name of Jews, Chriſtians, Maho- 
metans and Pagans, but obſerve the Jewiſh Religion, with _ 
the Exception of ſome few Ceremonies. Which is not at 
all to be wondered at, when we conſider that even in the 
Days of Hezekiah, the Jews had “ for a long Time neg- 
« lefted to keep the Paſſover · 2 Chron. 30. ver. $.— 
For they had not done it of à long Time, in ſuch Sort as it was+ 
written. The great Similarity of the two Languages 
is another Proof. The Tartars call their Princes, Kans, 
which comes from the Hebrew Word dp Kanah, to ac- 
quire, poſſeſs, &c. Suppoſing it to be ſpelt, which is more 
common with Oriental Writers, ern Chan, it may then 
come from d Chanah, to pitch Tents, or encamp, which 
may with more Propriety be applied to the Tartars, than ' 
to any People in the known World. They alſo call their 
Chans "w Sar, which in Hebrew ſignifies Prince, Leader, 
or Chief. The Chan's Family, and his principal Officers, 
are called Cherin, or Chorin, Nobles, &c. 5 10, 17. 
we tranſlate 1171 Chorin, by the very ſame Word. In the 
Language of the Huns, a People of Seythia : Hunogarin 
fgnikes a Nation which travels and makes Encampments. 
Have we any Reaſon to doubt its Derivation from dam 
Chune, or Hune, a Participle of the Verb d, and u Ger, 
a Traveller, or Stranger, the Plural of which is S911 
Travellers, or thoſe who travel; which altogether compoſe / 
211M Hunahgarim; and by a Euphony common to 
moſt Languages, Hunogarin, thoſe who travel, and piteh 
Tents, or make Encampments. Marzus in the Scythiaa 
Language, ſignifies a Wedding, from WWD Maraſch, 
which comes from the Root T Araſch, to betroth, e- 
ſpouſe. Baar, an Infant, from the Chaldæan Word 3 
Bar, a Son, Child, or Infant. Mycha, a Sword, from 
& 12 Machah, he who ſtruck or wounded, with a Variety of 
ether Inſtances, which tend to prove that they are deſcend- 
ed from the ſame People. Another Party of Iſraelites 
per etrated into Thrace. This cannot be doubted after the 
viſible Marks of Judaiſm, which have been diſcovered in 
that Country. The Odomantes, according to Aritophanes, 
Acharn, Act. 1. Scen, 4, were Jews, The Scholiaſt 


upon 
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Country is waſhed by the River Gozan; they 
are in Subjection to no Prince or Potentate of 
| ; the 


upon that Author, ſays, “ O οε Ocaxiroriacs ts - 
&vT85 Idee ten © The Odomantes are a People of 
« 'Thrace, they ſay that they are Jews.” Hermippas Vit, 

Pythag. obſerves, © Pythagoras performed and ſaid theſe - 
Things, in Imitation of the Jews and Thracians ; the 

% Invention of which he arrogated to himſelf. For that Man 
«© has certainly borrowed from the Jews, many Opinions 

«© Which we find introduced into his Philoſophy.” As the 
Tribes paſſed through, and partly ſettled in Tartary and 
Muſcovy, it is more than -probable that the Carreens, or 
Carraites, are deſcended from them, who abating ſome Ce- 
remonies, (which I have already accounted for) are the 
fame Race of People. Others travelled into China, where 
the Miſhonaries ſound Hebrews who had never heard of 
the» Incarnation of our Saviour, had- no Traditions among 

them, and called themſelves Iſraelites; a manifeſt Proof 
of an early Migration. The Jews of India may have di- 

vers Originals. Some of them were probably Adventurers 
who came in the Fleets which Solomon ſent to Ophir for 
Gold, who liking the Gold, and the Country which pro- 
dyced it in ſuch great Plenty much better than their own, . 
never thought of returning. Others deſcended from the 

Captive Tribes. A third Part are the Deſcendants of thoſe, 
Jews, who ſought for an A ſſylum in India from the juſt 
Vengeance of Titus. And the fourth are the Children of 
thoſe, who after their Revolt, in the Time of Juſtinian, were 
ſent to the Number of twenty Thouſand into Perſia, where 

they were ſold to Indian Merchants. Though it is the ge- 
neral Opinion of the modern Jews, that ſome of the Tribes 

ſeitled in America, I can by no Means credit ſuch a 
Report, and firmly believe with Mr. Baſnage, that the 


TPraces of Judaiſm, which ſome have there pretended to 


diſcoyer, may be attributed either to Jews who went there 
ſince the Diſcovery of that Continent, or from a few Indi- 
viduals who have been thrown Aſhore by ſome Tempeſt. - 
Upon Enquiry it appears, that this Suppoſition is founded 
only upon a whimſical Story, the Subſtance, of which is 
A certain Spaniſh Jew, named Aaron Levi (but who went 
by.the Name of Monteſinos, in Spain, for Fear of the In- 
quaſition,) told R. Manaſſeh Ben Iſrael, of rr 
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the Gentiles, but have a Prince of their own, 
named R. Joſeph Amraceli, or chief Governor, 
a Levite. They have among them ſome Diſci- 
ples of the wife Men, and ſome, who exerciſe 
Agriculture, and go out to Battle as far as the 
Region of Cuſh (2) journeying through * 

arts. 


A. D. 1644, that when he was at Chili, in South America, 
he got acquainted with one Francis, an Indian, with. 
whom he went to Peru. That he was there confmed in 
the Priſon of the Inquiſition, that after his Releaſe, he- 
found that his Indian Friend was a Jew, Tocut the Story 
ſhort, he conducted the Spaniard to the other Side of the tre- 
mendous Mountains of Chili, named Andes, and Cordil- 
leras, where they found an Empire of Jews; they then 
came to a River, at a Signal given, four Jews c oſſed the- 
River, and after proving themſelves to be Jews by nine 
different Signs (for they did not underſtand each other's: 
Language) returned. Four more came over, and returned; 
which they continued to dv by Fours, for the Space of 
three Days, who all uſed the ſame Language, or at leaſt 
the ſame nine Signs. At laſt the Jews having ſatisfied” 
their Curioſity, and Aaron Levi and his Friend, being tired 
of their Adventure, returned back to the ſame Places from. 
whence they came. See Manaſſeh Ben Iſrael, Mikve Iſ-. 
rae], where this Story is fully related, and our Benjamin's 
Travels at full Length, to flatter the Jews in the Opinion, 
that their Brethren are in Poſſeſſion of Kingdoms and Em- 
pires, in every Quarter of the Globe, | 

(2) By this the Reader muſt not ſuppoſe that our Au- 
thor (ſays C. L' Empereur) means Cuſh, or Æthiopia, un- 
der Egypt, but that Cuſh, Cuth, or Cutha, mentioned 
2 Kings, 17, 24, And the King of Aſſyria brought Men 
from Babylon, and from Cutha, from Ava, and from: 
«© Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in 
“Cities of Samaria, inſtead of the Children of Iſrael; and 


they poſſeſſed Samaria, and dwelt in the Cities thereof. 
« Abarbanel ſays, Md Cuth is another City in the Land 
„of the Chaldeans. Perhaps this may be the Country, 

e which Herodotus ſpeaks of. | | 
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ſarts. The Copheral (3) Turks, (who have great 
Affection for the Jews) are their Allies. Jheſe 
People worſhip the Wind, and inhabit the De- 
fart, they neither eat Bread nor drink Wine, but. 
devour their Meat raw, and almoſt alive, as they 
happen to meet with it, without any Kind of 
Cookery whatever. Theſe ſavage People have 
in the Place of a Noſe, two ſinall Holes through 
which they draw their Breath. They eat all 
Sorts of Animals, both clean and unclean, Tis 
now about -fiſteen Years ſince they collected 2 
moſt powerful Army, and coming into Perſia, 
took the great City Rai, which they ſmote with 
the Edge of the Sword, and utterly deſtroyed ; 
and carried back the Spoil thereof with them to 
their Deſarts. The like was never known in- 
Berſia, for the Space of many Years. At the 
News. of this Overthrow the King of Perſia was. 
reatly enraged, and «qually. ſurprized, ** having, 
as he obſerved, never heard that any Army. 
«-came from that Deſart in. the Days of his- 
<. Forefathers; I will therefore go, continued he, 
« and extirpate the very Name of them from 
te the Earth,” Upon which he ſent Meſſengere, 
to. gather together all the Forces in his Domi- 
nions; and being at a Lois for ſome Spy to con- 
duct him unto the Tents of his Enemies, he at 
laſt found one, who {pretending to be one of that 
People) promiſed to conduct him to their En- 
campments, on which Condition the King. 
Nomiſed amply to. reward him. He then 2 
1 «c V at | 


e Arſames had the Command of the ZEthiopians beyond 
Egypt, and the Arabians; but thoſe ZEthiopians from the 


* Riſing of the Sun (for they fought two different Ways) 


« were ranked together with the Indians. ; 
(3) The Copheral Turks are ſuppoſed to be the Calmuc 


by 
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de What Quantity of Proviſion was neceſſary for 
them during their March through the Wilder- 
< neſs?” The Spy replied,* take Bread and Water 
« for fifteen Days, for you will meet with no 
4 Proviſion until you come to their Territories.” 
W hen all things were got ready, they took their 
Rout thro' the Wilderneſs for the Time above- 
mentioned, at the Expiration of which having 
little Provition left, ſome of the Men and Beafts 
died through Fatigue and Hunger. At this the 
King ordering the Spy to be brought before him, 
addreſſed him-in the following Manner.“ Where 
« are thy Words and Promiſes, by which thou 
«© haſt made us to hope, and reſt aſſured of finds 
ing our Enemies?“ To which he anſwered 
and ſaid, .I have gone out of the Road.” At 
which Anſwer the King's Anger was fiercely 
kindled, and commanded his Head to be cut off, 
at the ſame Time iſſuing. a Proclamation thro?. 
his Army, whereby he commanded that ever: 
„Man, who had any Proviſion left, ſhould divide 
it with his Companion.” After this, eating up 
all, even the very Beaſts of Burthen which carried 
their Baggage, &c. they continued their March 
for the Space of thirteen Days more through the 
Wilderneſs, and came at daſt unto the Mountains 
of Niſbor, where the Jews dwelt. As the Per- 
fians arrived here in the Day Time, they pitched 
their Tents in the Gardens, and Orchards, and 
beſide the Springs of Water, which ariſe near 
the Banks cf the River Gozan. The Fruit being 
ripe, they ate and laid waſte without Moleſta- 
tion; and at the ſame Time ſaw many large 
Cities and fortified Places in the Mountains. a 
this Diſcovery the King ſent out two of his 
| Scouts, to enquire what Nation it was which 
inhabited the Mountains; and ſtrictly charged 
| them 


= 
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them to get a 7 55 of the Inhabitants at any 
Rate, either by ſailing, rowing, or ſwimming. 
After they had gone on, for ſome Time, they diſco- 
vered a large Bridge, well fortified by Towers, 
and the Gate ſhut ; and fronting theBridge, on the 
further Side, was a large City. Upon which 
they called aloud from this Side of the Bridge, 
till a Perſon came out to them, demanding what 
they wanted, and whoſe Subjects they were; 
but they underſtood not what he ſaid, until an 
Interpreter, who was acquainted with their J. an- 
guage, came out and made the like Enquiry, 
upon which the two Scouts anſwered after the 
following Manner; „We are the Servants of the 
« King of Perſia, and are come hither to enquire 
« what People ye are ? and what King ye obey?” 
Then they anſwered, « We are Jews, ſubject to 
© no King or Prince of the Gentiles, but have 
% a Prince of our own, who is a Jew.” They 
then made ſuch Enquiries as they thought pro- 
per, concerning the Comai ins, Sons of Gotz, who 
dwell among the Copheral Turks. To all which 
the Jews replied, < They are our Allies, there- 
4 fore, whoever are their Enemies, are our Ene- 
« mies alſo.” The two Scouts then returned, 
and related the whole Matter to the King of Per- 
fia ; at the Recital of which he was very much 
concerned. On the Day following they ſent out 
Forces to give him Battle; to whom he returned 
for Anſwer, (I came not out to attack you, but 
my Enemies the Copheral Turks; but if ye 
ate bent upon War, 1 will ſurely revenge my- 
« ſelf by ſlaying all the Jews in my Dominions : 
« I know that in this your Country, ye are 
& ſtronger than we, yet will it be more for your 
c Intereſt to entreat us Kindly, than to war a- 
« gainſt us; permit me therefore to avenge 

„ myſelf 
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« myſelf of my Enemies, the Copheral Turks, 
« and fell me a ſufficient COBALY Proviſions, 
&« for the Support of me and my Forces.” Upon 
hearing this, the Jews (after holding a Conſulta- 
tion among themſelves) determined to treat him 
in a friendly Manner, on Account of the Jews, 
who were in his Dominions, and permitted him 
and all his Forces to enter their Territories, 
where he remained fifteen Days, during which 
Time he was honorably entreated by them. In 
the mean Time they ſent Letters to their (4) 
Confederates, the Copheral Turks, relating all 
that had paſſed ; who as ſoon as they heard of 
it, collected a very great Army, even all the In- 
habitants of the Deſatts, and made themſelves 
Maſters of all the Paſſes of the Mountains, in 
ſuch a Manner, that when the King of Perſia 
came to give them Battle, the Copheral Turks en- 
gaged him on the Road, and ruſhing on him, made 
ſogreat a Slaughter of the Perſians, that the King 
with great Difficulty made his Eſcape, with 2 
Few of his Followers, and ſo returned back to 
his own Country. It happened that one of the 
Perfian Horſemen prevailed upon a Jew of this 
Country to go with him, whom he afterwards. 


brought into Perſia, and made a Slave of; the 
Jew's Name was R. Moſes. | | 
On a certain Day, when the Archers were aſ- 


ſembled to bend the Bow of the Mighty before 
the King, for his Amuſement, no Man could 
| N | thoot 


(4) This Expedition of the Perſians is (ſays a certain 
Author) among the Singularities which increaſe the Value 
of our Author, in Spite of all his Imperfections. The 
City Rai is ſuppoſed to be the ancient Rhages mentioned in 
the Book of Tobit, | | ac 
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ſhoot like (5) R. Moſes; at which the King 
aſked, by his Interpreter, who he was? and after 
| - he 


(5) Which of this Triumvirate ſhall we .moſt admire. 
The King of Perſia for making a Fool of himſelf ? R. 
Moſes for ſhooting ? or R. Benjamin for lying? His 
Account of Europe is dry, inſipid, and unintereſting, 
-containing little more than the Number of Jews, Sanhe- 
drims, Synagogues, &c. but when he comes to the Moun- 
tains of Niſbor, he is eloquent, and deſcriptive, and lies on 
through thick and thin, without Remorſe, or Fear of De- 


tection: 


This whole Story ſeems to be of the Apocryphal Kind. 


The Copheral Turks phinder and deſtroy the City Rai, 


about Nine Hundred Miles from their own Country, and 
return back with the Spoil unmoleſted. The King of Perſia 


never thinks of purſuing them till they are gone out of his 


Kingdom; after which he vows Vengeance, collects all his 
Forces, leaves his Country defenceleſs, and truſts his own 
Perſon, and all his Troops, to the Guidance of a Stranger, 
whoſe Veracity he had the greateſt Reaſon to ſuſpect. His 
Army, after a tedious March, encampet in the Ens irons of 
a large fortified City. Tho'. they arrived in the Day Time, 
not à living Creature was to be ſeen. He was nevertheleſs 
affrighted, and why? Becauſe his Scouts told him, that 


they had ſeen a Bridge acroſs a River, and were told by 


the Centinel that the Capheral Turks were the Jews Allies. 
—— The” Gozan muſt be a very narrow River, or the Scouts 
muſt have had fine Lungs to make themſelves to be heard, 
for I do not find that Speaking Trumpets were then in 


Faſhion. The King's Fear increaſed when the Jews came 


out the next Day to give him Battle; he acknowledged 
their Superiority, and humbly capitulated. But where was 
this numerous Army the Day before? Did they drop 
from the Clouds? Were they raiſed in Hot-Beds ? Or did 
they ſpring up in one Night, like Muſhrooms ? His Ac- 
count of the Country is pleaſing and romantic; Gardens, 
Orehards, Springs, Fountains, and a fine-River; tis a ſe- 
cond Land of | Canaan. But while he thus praiſes the 
Country, he places in ſtrong Contraſt the T ry of its 
Inhabitants, Who were equally perfidious to their Friends 
and Enemies : 1ſt, for receiving the Perſians in a friendly 
Manner; and, zdly, for ſcandalouſly betraying them. W = 
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ke had heard what had happened, and how he 
had been enticed away from his Country, by the 
Horſeman, he preſented him with his Freedom, 
cloathed him in fine Linen, and Silk Garments, 
made him great Preſents; and finally told him, 
if thou wilt embrace our Religion, I will fill: 
further exerciſe my Bounty towards thee, by 
enriching thee exceedingly, and making thee 
Chief Steward over all my Houſhold ; to: 
which he anſwered and ſaid, O my Lord, and 
„King, this Thing I cannot do.“ Then the 
King took him, and placed him in the College 
of lipahan, under the Care of the great R. Sar- 
Schalom, who gave him his Daughter to Wiſe. 
It was the ſame R. Moſes, who told me all thefe 


Things. * i 


— 1 
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Return to Chuzeftan, Deſcription of the Iſland f 
Nekrokis, and of the P2257 N „ 1 
and the Iſle of Chenerag, or Cinrag, with the 
Diabolical Superſtition of the Natives; and laſtly, 
of the Nikpha, or Frozen Sea. 


FROM thence I returned to Chuzeſtan, upon 
the Banks of the Hiddekel ; from whence 


this great River rolls on, till it falls into the Sea 
N 2 of 


did not the King of Perſia avenge himſelf on the Jews that 
were in his own Dominions, as he had before threatened ? 
Or rather, why did not the Jews of Perſia take Refuge with 
their Brethren of Niſbor ? The King- offering to make 
Rabbi Moſes Prime Miniſter, becauſe he was a good Markſ- 
man, erowns the whole. Finally, if the Perſian Army has 
not already deſtroyed this powerful Empire of Iſraelites, 
1 2 3 aſſiſted by a little common Senſe, cannot 
to do it. . - | 
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of Hodhu, or the Indian Sea; near to a certain 
Iſland, named (1) Nikrokis. This Iſland is fix Days 
P in Extent; the Inhabitants never ſow any 
Kind of Grain, they have no River, and but one 
Spring, in the whole Iſland; for which Reaſon 
they are obliged to make uſe of Rain Water. 
It is notwithſtanding, much frequented by Mer- 
chants from the Indies, and from the Iſlands, 
who come here for the Sake of Trade: alſo by 
the Inhabitants of Shinaar, i. e. Meſopotamia, 
Al-yeman and Perſia, who bring all Kinds of Silk 
and purple Garments, Hemp, Cotton, Flax, and 
Indian Cloth, W heat, Barley, Millet, Rice, all 
Sorts of Proviſions and Pulſe. Theſe they bar- 
ter-among themſelves, and with the Indian Mer- 
chants, for Spices, which are brought here in 
great Abundance ; between whom the Inhabitants 
of the Hland act as Brokers, and by that acquire 
great Wealth. Here are about five tbouſand Jews. 
| hence you goin ten Days by Water to Kati- 
pha, where you find five thouſand Jews. In this 
Flace the (2) Bdelliac is found, About the nw 

| | . fourth 


1 ; 


(1) Some Commentators have ſuppoſed that this was 
the land of Ormus, formerly a Place of great Traffic, 
and very badly ſupplied with freſh Water; others, that it 
was the City and Country of Baſſara, becauſe he places it 
at the mouth of the Tigris; makes it the Centre of Indian 
Commerce, and mentiops preciſely the Commodities, &. 

(2) By ning Bdelliac, or as the ſame Word is tranfla- 
ted Gen. 2. Bdellium, he means Pearl. By vm Rep- 
tiles, he means the Oyſters in which the Pearls were found. 
The Perſian Gulph, or as it is otherwiſe called the Gulph 
of Baſſora, hath long been famous for its Pearl Fiſheries. 
The Fiſhing for Pearls is performed by Perſons, who are 
let down to the Bottom of the Sea in five Fathom of 
Water, by Means of a heavy Stone faſtened to their Toes: 
when they reach the Bottom, they pick up the Shells _ 

| | A 


„ 
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fourth Day of the Month, Niſan, or March, a 
certain liquid Matter deſcends and remains upon 
the Surface of the Water, which Matter the 
Reptiles ſuck in, and then fink to the Bottom of 
the Sea; afterwards about the Middle of Tiſri, or 
September, two Men dive to the Bottom, by the 
Aſſiſtance of Ropes,. and collecting the Reptiles 
together, bring them up, open them and take 
out the Pearls. From thence you in ſeven 
Days to Haoulam, (3) which is the Entrance of 
the Kingdom of the Worthippers of the Sun. 
They are deſcended from Chuſch ; are much 

N 3 addicted: 


all poſſible Expedition, and put them into | Baſkets pro- 
vided. for that * 3 thay than ive a 11 A 
drawn up ts take Breath, — themſelves with a 
Pipe of Tobacco, while others pull up the Baſkets, All. 
the Pearls which weigh above ten Grains, are the Property 
of the Emperor, and ſevere Penalties are inflifted upon 
thoſe who embezzle them. The whole Produce of the 
various Pearl Fiſheries, in the Perfian Gulph, Sir John 
— ſays, amounts to above a Million Sterling An- 
nually. 00 
(3) A. Montanus and C. L'Emperevr, ſuppoſe this to 
he the Iſland of Ceylon. Modern Travellers inform us that : 
Ceylon is one of the moſt pleaſant and fruitful Iſlands mall 
the Indies, that the Air is much more temporate than could 
be expected, from its Vicinity to the Line. B. ſays the 
Climate is fo ſultry and hot for a great Part of the Year, 
that the Inhabitants are obliged to do their Work in the: 
Night Time. That they are great Cultivaters of Pepper. 
That they are all black to a Man, &c. All which (abat- 
ing their Honeſty and Sincerity, which their Connections 
with the Europeans have prevented them from practiſing for 
ſome. Time paſt.) is an exact Deſcription of the Ifland of 
Sumatra and its Inhabitants. Had B. actually made the 
Tour whicli he pretends to deſeribe; and did no other Dif- 
ficu'ty occur, but the Impoſſibility of coming from Cape 
Comorin, or ſome other Place near it, to Haoulam 
in ſeven Days, all might be reconciled by luppoting that 
the Author wrote %y2W ſeventy, which ſome Tranfcriber - 
by an omiſſion of the Jod, reduced to-Y2Y7 kven, 
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addicted to Aſtrology, are all black to a Man, 
and very honeſt and faithful Traders. When 
Merchants come hither from foreign Countries, 
and are permitted to enter their Port, three of 
the King's Scribes or Secretaries come and take 
down their Nanſes, after which they are brought 
"before the King, who takes Charge of their 
Property, (4) wbich when landed is left on the 
Shore without any Guard whatever. There is 
ulſo a principal Officer appointed by him, to 
whom all Things are brought, which have been 
either loſt or miſplaced; who reſtores them to 
the different Owners immediately, upon their 
bringing ſuch Tokens as are neceſſary to aſcer- 
tain their Property. This Cuſtom prevails 
throughout his Whole Kingdom. From the 
Paſſover until the Beginning of the Year. Dur- 
ing the Summer Months, the Heat is fo great 
that from the third Hour, or Nine o'Clock the 
People remain within Doors until the Evening; 
after which they go out, and light up Lamps in 
all their Streets and Markets, and proceed to 
Buſineſs, wich they are prevented from doing 
in the Day Time, by the exceſſive Heat of the 
Climate. The Pepper grows in this Country, 
of which there are large Plantations in the 
Country and Fields round about the City; where 
each Man knows bis own Garden. The Trees 


are low, the Pepper itſelf is at f white ; after 
| | it 


(4) Property.} C. L' Empereur tranſlates 19!) Mam + 
mon, by the Word Pecunia, and Baratier, by L'Argent, 
doth which ſignify Money; but the Word is ſeldom taken 
in fo limited a ſenſe ; more eſpecially in this Place, where it 
means the Property in general of the Merchants, which 
*<6nfifted of ſundry kinds of Merchandize, which they 
bartered among themſelves and the Natives. The Goods 
were carried on Shore to be viewed before the Sale, as we 


may eaſily diſcover from what follows, 
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it is gathered, they put it into large Bowls, 
uring hot Water on it, after this they dry it 
in the Sun; by which means it becomes hard, 
and of a black Color. The Country likewiſe 
produces Cinnamon, Ginger and many other 
Sorts of Spices. The Inhabitants of this Land 
do not bury their Dead, but embalm them with 
various kinds of Spices, and afterwards wrapping 
them in fine Linen; place them on Benches, or 
rather in Niches according to their reſpective 
Families, ſo that when the Fleſh and Bones are 
equally dried, they appear like living Men ; and 
by this Means each of the Natives may know 
their own Parents and Anceſtors for many Years 
paſt, The Sun is their chief Deity : which they 
worſhip on Altars and high Places without the 
City, at about half a Mile Diſtance. Early in 
the Morning they go out to meet (5) this Lu- 
minary, On each of the Altars, or high Places, 
is a ſolar Sphere, ſo contrived by Magic, as to 
turn round with a great Noiſe as the Sun riſes ; 
at which Time all the People, both Men and 
Women, take a Cenſer in their Hands, and 
offer Sacrifice to the Sun; and by this Cuſtom 
they betray their Fooliſhneſs. There are about 
à hundred Jews in their Cities and Terriwries, 
| who 


(5) A very ancient 2 of Idolatry which prevailed 
even among the Jews, who not only ran to meet the Sun, 
but were alſo carried on Horſes and in Chariots, which 
were dedicated to the Sun, Thus 2 Kings 23. 11, And 
he (Joſias) took away the Horſes which the King ot Ju- 
dah had given to the Sun, at the entering in of the Houſe 
of the Lord, hy the Chamber of Nathan Melach, the 
Chamberlain, which was in the Suburbs, and burned the 
Chariots of the Sun with Fire. Though the Sun was their 
chief Deity, yet they had ſeveral inferior ones. R. Maim 
ſays, More Nebuchim, that the Stars were their Gods, but 
that the Sun wag the Principal. 


who are all as black as the Natives. The Jews 
are good Men, obſervers of the Command- 
ments ; have among them the Law of Moſes; 
the Writings of the Prop ets, ſome of the Tal. 
mud and. Cuttoms. From. hence you go in 
twenty-twoDays to the liles of Chenerag : (6) In- 
habited by the Fire-Worſhippers, who are called 
Dugbijin: among whom are twenty-three thou- 
ſand — Theſe Dugbijin have every where 
their Prieſts in their idolatrous Places of Wor- 
thip;. who are moſt profoundly ſkilled. in all 
Kinds of Enchantment,. not having their Equals 
in that Art, in any Part of the whale World.. 
Fronting the high Places, or Altar of their ſaper- 
fiitious Devot ion, there is a large Valley, where 
every Day they conſtantly light a great Fire, 
which they call the Divinity; through which 
they cauſe their. Sons to paſs: and into the Mid- 
dle of which they caſt their Dead. There are 
Inſtances of ſome of the greateſt Men in the 
Country, who devote themſelves to be burned 
(7) alive in the Fire: when he comes to this 

. Reſolution, . 


(6) This is ſuppoſed by. C. L'Empereur, te be the 
Uland of Java, or ſome Ifland very near it, which the ſame. 
Commentator thinks was anciently named Aurea Cher- 
ſoneſus, of which Chenerag, or Cinrag is a Corruption. 

(7) The Cuftom of buraing the Living with the Dead, 
s introduced by the Bramins, to prevent the Women 
om poiſoning their Huſbands, Though the Laws recom» 
mend a voluntary Sacrifice, they are in a Manner com- 
pelled to it through a Fear of that Ignominy which attends 
their Refuſal. There have however been Inftances of 
Women, who have been animated with the moſt Extraor- 
dinary enthahaftic Intrepidity. About the Year 1743- 
The Widow of the Rhaam Chund Pundit, fignified her 
Intention of burning herſelf with her deceaſed Huſband. 
The dreadful Pain was delineated to her in the moſt ex 
preſſive Colors ; all however had no Effect, the even hn 
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Reſolution, he makes the following Declaration 
to his Sons, Domeſtics and Relations. Behold I 
- <4 66 have 


Hands into a Fire, and held them there for ſome Time. 
Her Friends finding her ſo determined, conſented, The 
Melancholy Hour approached : She took leave of her 
Mother and three Children, diveſted herſelf of her Orna- 
ments, walked three Times round the Pile with the Bra- 
- mins, from whom ſhe received a Wiek of Cotton, and 
taking one more tender Farewell of her Children, ſeated 
herſelf by the Corpſe of her Huſband, and after looking 
ſtedfaſtly at him, in a few Minutes ſet Fire to the Pile ; but 
diſcovering that the Flames blew from her, ſhe with an 
aſtoniſhing Reſolution ſet Fire to it in a freſh Place, when 
the whole was ſoon in a Blaze. Another, many Years 
ſince, who aſpired to the Honor of Burning, was a re- 
markable beautiful Widow, a Native of Surat, abont- 
nineteen, Upon the Governor's refuſing her, ſhe ſnatched 
up a Handful of red hot Coals, and exclaimed, ** Con- 
«« ſider not my Youth, my —— or my Wealth ! See 
4 how courageouſly 1 graſp this | 

« what Avidity I ſhould embrace a funeral Pile !“ —Cap- 
tain Thompſon (in his Sailor's Letters). gives the. fol- 
lowing Account: * Two Days ago I was preſent at one 
„of theſe cruel Scenes, when the ſweeteſt Widow of 
« twenty was ſacrificed to the Manes of an old Huſband. 
«© The Proceſſion was trifling ; and though all appeared in 
% Smiles, yet a Solemnity reigned * — whole. In 
« the Front of this living Funeral, advanced her three 
** Daughters (pretty Creatures, of from five to nine Vears 
« old) next her only Son, then a Band of harſh Muaſie,. 
& and laſtly the Widow, followed by her Friends and 
& Kindred. She was dreſt in her gayeſt Apparel, and 
« adorned with Jewels, Gold, and Silver Trinkets, &c. 
The Funeral Pile conſifted of Aromatic Wood dipped 
« in Gums; it was five Feet high, and on the Top was 


* extended the dead Body of her Huſband. As ſoon a6 


„ the arrived, ſhe took an affectionate Leave of all her 
« Friends, and laſtly her Babes, who parted with Smiles. 
„ but I own I thought the Boy would have ſhaken her 
« Conſtancy, dwelling ſome Time about her Neck, which 
the Prieſt perceiving interrupted her; the Church re- 
s ceiving Profits from ſuch. horrid Cataſtrophes, She then 
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ire! Judge then with 
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Shave made a Vow of my on Accord to caſt my- 
« ſelf alive into the Fire:“ upon which they all 

anſwer and ſay, O bleſſed art thou; well may 

« it be unto thee.” When the Day arrives on 

which he is to perform his Vow ;. they provide 

him a great Feaſt: after which, if he is rich, 
he rides on Horſeback, and if he is poor, he 

walks on Foot, unto the Brink of the Valley, 

and caſts himſelf into the Middle of the Fire: 
while all his Family make a moſt violent Noiſe 

with Tymbrels and Pipes, until be is burnt 

fo Aſhes. Three Days after this, two of the 

chief Prieſts. take to themſelves W itneſſes from 

the City, and going to the Houſe of the de- 

. ceaſed, give the following Charge to his Sons — 
Set your Houſe in Order, for on this Day will 
your Father come to command ye what 
. ye are to do.“ Upon this, Satan, (8) aſſuming 
his Form and Reſemblance, is met by his Wife 
and Children; who enquire how it goes with 
him in the other World? He anſwers that he 
51 | came 


«  ſtripped:herſelf of all.her Ornaments, giving Something: 
&« to all, and with the moſt unſhaken Courage, mounted 
„ the Pile, taking the Head of the dead y in her. 
Lap, and a Jar of Oil in her Hand, which as ſoon as 
« the Fire was kindled, ſhe poured over her Head, and 
&.without a Sigh, Tear, or Emotion, expired in an In- 
£4 ſtant, whillt the Crowd filled the Air with Acclamations 
& of Joy.” Sincethe Moguls,. however, became Maſters 
4 of Indoſtan, theſe ſhocking Spectacles have been much 
leſs frequent than formerly; and they are utterly forbidden 
within the Juriſdiction of the Engliſh Factory. 

(8) What Benjamin calls. Satan, or the — was 
one of the Prieſts, diſguiſed ſo as to repreſent the deceaſed ; 
the Fright and -Couſternation which the whole Family are 
ſuppoſed to be in on this Occaſion ; joined to the Repti- 
tation and- Authority of their Idolatrous Clergy, made the 
Trick paſs current among them. without the leaſt Fear of 
being detected. | 
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came unto his Companions, but could not be 
received by them, until he had diſcharged ſuch 
Duties as were due to bis Family, and paid his 
Neighbors what he owed them: after this he 
.enjoins what he thinks proper, and diftributes 


| his Goods to his Children, ſtrictly charging them 


ta pay his Debts : and to collect whatever was 
coming to him from his Creditors; all which 
Commands are atteſted in Writing by the Wit- 
neſſes before he can go his Way. After this 
they ſee no more of him. By this Lie and De- 
ceit, and Enchantments, which the Prieſts, 
(who boaſt that they-are the greateſt Enchanters in the 
World) contrive, Things are confirmed beyond al. 
Poſſubility of a Doubt among thoſe idolatrous People. 
From thence you may travel in forty Days unto 
the Frontiers (9) of Zin, (which is the utmoſt 
Boundary of the Eaſt.) This Country, as they re- 
port, is waſhed by theNikpha, or — nj Sea, 
where the Conſtellation Orion bears Sway, ſtir- 
ing up the Stormy Wind, inſomuch that fre- 
quently the Mariner's Skill avails him not, but he 
is driven upon the Nikpha, from whence he 
endeavours to extricate his Ship to little Pure 
poſe, but there remains with his Companions, 
until having conſumed all their Proviſions, they 
miſerably periſ with Hunger. This is the 
fatal End of many. But ſome Men have had 
Recourſe to the following Stratagem, in order to 
eſcape from this fatal Place; they provide them - 
Sr, ſelves 

(9) The Frontiers of Zin, are generally allowed to be 
the Borders of China. The coagulated Sea, is the Icy or 
frozen Sea, on the Coaſt of Tartary and Ruſſia, to the 
North of China, and through which, the North Eaft 
Paſſage & often ſought after to little Purpoſe, is ſuppoſed 


to be. Perhaps ſome Attempts had been made before 
Benjamin's Time, attended with ſuch fatal Conſequences 


as are here deſcribed, . 
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ſelves with Bullocks Hides, and as ſoon as that 
Wind begins to blow which caſts them upon the 
b they take and encloſe themſelves within 
the Hides, ſewing them on the Inſide in ſuch à 
Manner, as to prevent the Water from pene- 
trating; after which (Knife in Hand) they caſt 
themſelves into the Midſt of the Water, which 
being taken Notice of by certain large Eagles, 
called Griffins, which take them for Cattle, they 
dart down upon them with great Avidity, and 
carry them to dry Land, where lighting on a 
Mountain, (10) or Valley, they prepare to de- 
vour them; upon which the Men within the 
Hides, wound them with their Knives, until they 
have killed them: and then extricating them- 
ſelves from the Hides, travel to that Part of the 
Country which is inhabited. A great many 
make their Eſcape this Way. ä 


(10) This Story is borrowed from the Arabian Nights, 
with this Difference, that what our Author calls Griffins 
is there called the Roc,. concerning which a thouſand 
Fooleries are related, The Arabians report that the 
Griffin is ſo large and ftrong, as to be able to carry away 
an Elephant in its Claws, with as much Eaſe as a Kite 
carries a Mouſe; that it lives a thouſand Years, &c. 
Cteſias deſcribes it as a cruel and terrible Animal, a Bird 
with four Legs, as big as a Wolf, with the Feet and Claws 
of a Lion; a red Breaſt, and all the Reſt black. To which 
is added that they inhabited the Galden Mountains, which 
made that precious Metal fo very ſcarce. Latin Writers 
called them Pici. Thus Plautus Aululariœ. 4. 8. 1. Pici 
Diwvites qui aureus Montes colunt, ego ſolus ſupero, 
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From Gingala thr ough the Country of the Aſuans, to 
| Grand Cairo, 


A FTER (1) three Days Stay at Chenerag, you 
go by Water to Gingala, in fiſteen Days, 


where there are about a Thouſand Jews. From 


whence, aſter a Paſſage of ſeven Days, you come 
to Cholan, where there are none of our People. 
From this Place you travel in twelve Days to 
Zebid, where you find a few Jews. From hence 


it is eight Days Journey to that Part of the In- 


dies, which is called Baadan, the ſame is den, 
in Telaſſar, The Country is very mountainous, 
and contains a great many Jews, who are tribu- 
tary to no Prince of the (Gentiles, but dwell in 
Cities and fortified Places, on the Tops of the 


Mountains ; from whence they deſcend into the 
Country 


(1) This Paſſage, which J muſt confeſs is none of the 
cleareſt, has ſorely gravelled the Commentators. C. L' 
Empereur, who, like ſome other People, has always a Far- 
thing Ruſh-light in Readineſs to light the Sun to. Bed, 
to ſave his own Credit, paſſes it over in Silence. "Th: 
learned Baratier (whoſe Tranſlation IT never heard of till 
I had finiſhed my own, together with all the Notes, which 
I at that Time intended to write) honeſtly ſays, he did 
not underſtand the Author's Meaning, His Tranſlation 
of this corrupted Paſſage runs thus, © De la il y a trois 
„“ Journ&es a Gingala; quand on y va par Mer il y a 
% quinze Journtes,” Which, though more literal than 
my own, as it oppoſes common Sente, cannot be adopted. 
Ihe Reſtoration of what appears to me to be the true Read- 
ing, will, it is to be hoped, in ſome Meaſure apologize for 
the Liberty which I have taken with the Text, 
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Country (2) Hammaaton ſuppeſed to be Abyſſinia, 
which is called Libya, belonging to the Edo- 
mites, 

2) Hammaaton ; unleſs it is a proper Name, is unknown 

to me, and muſt be placed among the Imaginations of our 
Traveller. Afterwards he places his Libya at the Feet of 
the Mountains of the Jews, from which it is far diſtant, 
The Reaſon of his confounding Libya with Abyſſinia, 
.may be, becauſe the Ancients caſted all Africa Libya. He 
adds, that they are under the Government of the Edo- 
'mites, or Chriſtians; and in Reality the Kings of that 
Country have, as they pretend, been Chriſtians ever ſince 
the Time of the Apoſtles. We may here ſee plainly, that 
he has confounded ZEthiopia with Abyſſinia, and the River 
Piſon with the Nile. The Barbariſm which he attributes 
to ſome of the Abyflinians, is totally without Foundation. 


Aſvan is the Syene of the Ancients, it formerly ſeparated 


Egypt from Ethiopia, and at preſent from Nubia. It 
lies upon the Nile, near to which you may fee the Pyra- 
mids and Cataracts. C. L' Empereur takes it for Meta- 
complo ; but Metacompſo is to the South of the Grand 
Cataract, and Aſvan to the North. Chalavan is Hulvan of 
Arabia Iraca, mentioned by the Perfian Hiſtorian Meijd, 
and quoted by Dr. Hyde in his Notes on Ab. Peritſol, P. 
66. Alzachra is a well known Country, the Defart of 
Zara is ſo famous that it is needleſs to deſcribe it. It lies 
to the Welt of Egypt and Abyſlinia, to the North of Ni- 
gritia, and to the South of Biledulgerid. Zevila, or Zuila, 
Is undoubtedly Guala, or Gualata, a Province of Nigritia, 
as appears, firſt, by us Diſtance ; ſecondly, the Rout from 
Aſvan to Gualata, is effectively by Zara; thirdly, he ſays 
that Gold is found there, which is true of Gualata ; 
'fourthly, there 4s alſo Salt; fifthly, it is there where the 
Caravans are ſometimes loft in the Sands; ſixthly, he 


pulaces it at Guana, that is to 7 in Guinea, of which it 


the Frontier, He is guilty of two Errors upon Guila; 
Firſt, he makes Chavila, which is in Arabia, near Catipha. 
Secondly, he places it very improperly in Abyſſinia, I 
know not why C L' Empereur, and Montieur Baſnage 


treat Couts, or Kuts, as an imaginary City; it is the 


Name of a City of higher Egypt, upon the Nile, about 
thirty-three Hours Journey, according to Baratier, to the 
North of Aſvan: Couts ſeems to be a Corruption ef 
Cuch. | 
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mites, who are named Libyan, inhabiting Libya, 
with whom the Jews wage War, and bear away 
the Spoil and Plunder to the Mountains, where 
they are in no Danger of being purſued. Many 
of the Jews of Eden travel into Perſia and 
Egypt. From thence you travel to the Country 
Aſvan, through the Wilderneſs of Scheba, 
which is a Journey of twenty Days, along the 
River Piſchon, which comes down fromEthiopia. 
Their King's Name is Sultan Al Habaſch. Some 
of the Inhabitants reſemble Brute Beaſts in every 


Reſpect, feeding on Herbage along the Banks of 


the River Piſchon, wandering through the Fields 
without any Kind of Cloathing ; and as if they 
were guided by Inſtinct, without the leaſt Spark 


of Reaſon, coupling with their own Siſters, and 


any others, whom they happen to meet with. 
The Heat of this Country is exceſſive. When 
other Aſvans come into their Country for the 
Sake of Spoil, they bring with them Bread, 
Wheat, Raiſins, and Figs, which they caſt be- 
fore them ; and while they are ſcrambling and 
devouring the Food, they are made Captives, and 
afterwards fold into Egypt, and the neighboring 
Kingdoms. Thoſe Black Slaves are the Sons of 
Ham. Men travel from Aſvan, to Chalavan, 
er rather Hulvan, in twelve Days, where there 
are about three Hundred Jews. F rom this Place 
the (3) Caravans of the Merchants ſet out travel- 
O 2 ling 
(3) Caravan is derived from the Perſian . AN 
Carvan, a Trader, or collectively Traders. The ele 


Company when travelling together, is called by the Arabians 
I; Cala. The ſame People call the halting Places 


of ihe Merchants wo Can; and the Perfians call them 
Gs) G Carvin Serai, ** Inn of the Car van. 


Serai tignifies any large Houſe or Palace. Thus at Con- 
ſtantinople, the Palace where the Grand Seignor keeps his- 
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ling fiſty Days through the Deſart Al-Zachra, er 
Zara, urto the Province of Zuilah, which is 
Havilab, in the Land of Gana. In this Deſart 
there are Mountains of Sand, which when the 
Wind ariſes, overwhelms whole Companies, and 
ſuffocates them, Thofe who happen to eſcape, - 
bring away with them Iron, Brats, all Kinds of 
Fruits, Puiſe, and Salt, together with Gold and 
precious Stones. It is a Weſtern Province of 
Aftbi>pia, which is ſurnamed Alhabaſch. Men 
travel from Chalavan to Couts, upon the Fron- 
tiers of Egypt, in thirteen Days. About thirty 
Thouſand Jews reſide in this City. From hence 
| you haye five Days Journey to Pijom, the Pithom 
of the Ancients, where there are about twenty 
more of our Brethren; and even unto this Day 
are to be ſeen the Ruins of the Buildings which 
were erected by our Fathers. 


. 


Deſcription of Grand Cairo, the Overflowing o 
the River Nile, and other Egyptian Carts 


you have four Days Journey from Pithom 
to Mitzraim, a large City on the Banks of 

the Nile, in which there are about two Thou- 
land Jews. Here are two Synagogues, the one 
compoled of native Iſraelites, which is called 
Al-Schamiin, or the Synagogue of the Syrians ; 
the other Al-Yrackun, or the Synagogue of the 
Babylonians; they differ from each other in 
| | the 


Women, is called Serai, which the French corruptedly call 
Serail, and the Engliſh Seraglio. 


CHAP. XXI. 149 


t he Diviſion of their Sections, and Treatiſes of 
the Law. The Babylonians read a Section 
(1) every Week, as they do throughout all 
Spain, by which Means they go through the 
whole in one Year, But the Syrians divide each 
Section into three different Parts; and by that 
Means are three Years about it. It is however 
an eſtabliſhed Cuſtom among them to aſſemble 
all together in public Worſhip twice in the Year, 
nameiy, upon the Anniverſary of the Rejoicing 
ot the Law, and on the Fe/tzval tor the Day 
when the Law was given. Over both Doctor 
Nathaniel preſides, as chief Prince and Ruler, as 
well as over all the Colleges and Aſſemblies 
in Egypt; for whom he appoints Singers, Read- 
ers, and Teachers. He alio miniſters before the 
great King, who dwells in the Palace of Zoan, 
a City of Egypt; and this City is the Metro- 
polis of all the Arabians, and Reſidence of the 
Commander of thoſe who believe(2)Ali, the Son 


O 3 of 


(1) This method is generally practiſed by the Modern 
Jews throughout Europe. * 

(2) Ali.] The Reſidence of the Egyptian Caliph, whoſe 
Subjects believe and acknowledge Ali to be the true and law- 
ful Succeſſor of Mohammed, commonly called Mabamet. The 
Commentators have ſeverely handled Benjamin for tell; 
them (as they pretend) that Ali who had been dead mo 
than 500 Years was the reigning Caliph, when he wrote 
his Journal, He never told them any ſuch Thing. The 
Word which they read DV) ſhould be punttuated 221 

2 * 


and then all the Difficulty will be removed. C. L'Em- 
pereur's Tranſlation of this diſputed Paſſage, which op- 
poſes Hiſtory and common Senſe, has miſled all his Follow- 
ers, who haye read our Author, as Men read the Bible, 
in a lame Tranſlation; ſo very lame, that Rabbi Benjamin, 
Ben Joſeph the Nazarene, never ventures to quote it with- 
out firſt conſulting the Original. My Grandmother — 
| | | a” 


of Abitaleb. All the Inhabitants of this Terri- 
tory are called Rebels, becauſe they rebelled 'a- 
gainſt the Abaſſian Caliph, who dwells at Bagdad. 
They bear a deadly Hatred towards each other. 
He who reſides in Egypt makes Zoan his chief 
Reſidence, becauſe the Situation pleates him ex- 
ceedingly ; he makes his Appearance in Public, 
twice in the Year, once on their annual 1 
8 an 


and many other good ſort of old Women, expected a new 
Tranflation, in which all Difficulties would be removed. 
The old Lady became a Subſcriber to the Work, but how 
was ſhe diſappoipted, after waiting about 20 Years, ſhe 
found at laſt, in ſpite of her Prepoſſeſſion, that the profound 
Dr. had amuſed himſelf with collating inftead of tranſlating ; 
that he had only been cutting out Work for other People, 
which they could have cut ont as well for themſelves in 
half the Time, and at half the Expenſe, ſhe diſcovered, 
(which any old Woman might, after learning the Alpha» 
bet) that ſhe was as well qualified to collate, as the col- 
lator himſelf. As a little Hebrew is a dangerous Thing, 
efpecially in an old Woman's Naddle ; though ſhe had loit 
the Horſe, ſhe thought ſhe had found the Saddle, and 
heating her Imagination by reflect ing on the golden Reward, 
went into Duke's Place, and bought up all the Hebrew 
Books and Manuſcripts that the could meet with, and for 
ever after, when the Dropſy, Rheumatiſm, and Aſthma, 
permitted, amuſed herſelf and Acquaintance with collating 
as ſhe called it. The Progreſs which ſhe and her Siſter 
Bridget made was prodigious, in a few Years they diſ- 
covered, that in ſome Paſſages 2 Beth had been bed 
and printed for 5 Caph, Q Daleth for * Reſh, and Jod ſor 
Vau, with many other Difcoveties of ods Importance, 
which Wade them ſo intolerably vain, that they were for ever 
ſinging, Ola amen can do as well as old Men. Whether 
myGrandmother deſerved to be made a Canon, Prebend, ar 
_ Librarian for her Pains, I will not pretend to determine, tis 
_eeriain that ſhe expected it, and pleaded Precedent to juſtify 
her Claim, but unluckily for her Relations, Melons were 
ery plenty laſt Summer, and ſhe died of a Diſentery, a little 
before the grand Coll iter's Preferment was diſpoſed of, to 
the inexpreſſible Grief and Diſappointment of all hes 
Family and Friends. 3 | 
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and once more at the Overflowing of the River 
Nile. Zoan is ſurrounded by a Wall, but Mitz- 
raim (3) has none, but one Part of it is waſhed 
by the River. It is a large City, ornamented 
with public Markets and Shops, arid has many 
wealthy Jewiſh Inhabitants. - The Climate 1s 
very hot, in which Rain, Froſt, Snow, &c. are 
never ſeen, The River overflows once a Year, 
in the Month of Elul, or Auguſt, at which Time 
it waters the Country to the Extent of fifteen 
Days Journey; which it continues to do until 
the End of Tizri, or September; by which 
Means the Country: is moiſtened and enriched: 
They have a Marble Pillar, (4) which they pru- 
dently erected before a certain Ifland, in the 
Midſt of the Water; which ariſes twelve Cubits 
above the Surface. When the Top of this is 
covered, they know that the Waters have over- 
flowed the Country to the Diſtance above-men- 
tioned. When.halt of the Pillar abn. 
then know that only half the Country is covered. 
Its Progreſs is daily attended to, and meaſured 


by 


(3) Jonc. fol. 147. tells us 29 n Chara, 
(or Cairo) is Mitſraim. Elmacin ſays it was firſt called 
Fuſtaa', or the Tent, becauſe Omri had an Encampment 
there, &c. Benjamin ſays Mitzraim had no alls. 
Elm. ſays Omri encompaſſed the City Mitſraim with a Wall; 
which if true was long before our Author's Time. | 

(4) Elmac. Hiſt. Sar. I. 1. p. 74. tells us that this 
Pillar fell down and was rebuilt by the Command of 
Suleiman, An. Heg. 97. A. D. 715. This Pillar ſtands on 
an Iſland, inhabited only by the Moor, who meaſures the 
Riſing of the Water, and proclaims aloud on Horſeback in 
the Streets, &c. as B. deſcribes. This is his ſole Em- 
ployment, for which he is well payed, every one being obli- 

to contribute his Part for the good News. The above 

illar was a ſecond Time thrown down by an Earthquake, 

and rebuilt, after which it was called the new Meaſure or 
Pillar, | A* 
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by a Man, who proclaims aloud in Zoan, and 
Mitzraim, Give Glory to God, for the River is 
« increaſed to ſuch and ſuch a Height.” This is 
bis conſtant Pr. ice during the whole Seaſon, 
If the River entirely covers the Pillar, a great 
Plenty follows throughout all the Land of Egypt. 
As this Seaton approaches, all thoſe who are in 
Poſſeſſion of Land, hire Laborers to dig Trenches 
in their Fields, which tbe Fiſh get into, at the 
Increaſe of the Waters, and are left behind in 
theſe Trencbes, as the River begins to tall. Some 
of them are caught and eaten by the Owners of 
the Ground; and jome are fold to Merchants, 
w ho ſalt and export them to different Parts of 
the World. 7 heiz Filth are 10 excceding fat; 
that the Grandees of the Country ute the Fat or 
Oil which comes from them, in the Place of 
Candles ur Lamps. When any FPerfon happens 
to eat too much of tieſe Filth, he drinks the Nile 

Water and recovers, without having Recourſe to 
any other Medicine. The Egyptians inform. all 
thoſe who make Enquiries concerning the Over- 
fiow ing of the River, that it proceeds from heavy 
Showers, which fall in the Country Al-Habaſh ; 
which is Havilah, from whence it deſcends to 
them, and enriches their Country by the Inun- 
dation already deſcribed, When the River does 
not overflow, they never ſow the Land, and 2 
ievous Famine prevails over all the Country. 
Their Seed Time is towards the End of Marcheſ- 
van, or October; after which Time the, River 
returns to its uſual Boundaries. They mow their 
Barley in the Month of Adar, or February, and 
their Wheat in Niſan, or March; at which Sea- 
| fon the Egyptians have ripe Cherries, Nuts, Cu- 
cumbers, Gourds, Peaſe, Beans, Gum, Vetches, 
al Sorts of Herbs, Purſlain, Aſparagus, Balm, 
| Lettuce, 


5 
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Lettuce, Coriander, Succory, Coleworts, and 
Grapes. The Country abounds with all good 
Things. The Gardens and Orchards are watered 
both by the Lakes and River, which runs through 
Mitzraim, and from thence takes its Courſe four 
different Ways ; from one Source it rolls on to 
Damiat (which is Caphtor) and then. falls into 
the Sea; from another it flows on to Raſid, near 
Alexandria, and empties itſelf in the ſame Man- 
ner ; from a third it ſlides on by the Way of 
Aſmon, a very great City in the Confines of 
Egypt, &c. On each Side of theſe four Heads 
of the River, are Cities, Caſtles, and Villages, 
which Travellers may go to either by Water, or 
Land, No Country in the World can boaſt a 
reater Number of Inhabitants, a more ample 
erritory, or a greater Variety of all good 
Things, than Egypt. -It is two Paraſangs from 
the ancient Mitzraim, to the modernCarre.(5) The 
ancient now lies in Ruins; in which there are 
nevertheleſs to be ſeen very clearly, the Remains 
of the ancient Walls and other Buildings, unto 
this Day, together with Joſeph's Granaries. In 


the ſame Place is a certain Pyramid, (6) built by 
MISC 


(5) The preſent City of grand Cairo, owes its Foun- 
dation to one Gheuhar Vizier of the Caliph Muazzlidinilla, 
who conquered Egypt. Gheuhar, in Memory of his Con- 
queſt had given this City the Name of El Cahera, which 
is the Arabic word for Victorious: and from hence ſome 
Merchants of Florence and Venice, who were the firſt 
Nazarene Merchants that were allowed to ſettle in this 

City, formed the Name El Cairo, to which they added the 
Epithet Grand, to denote the Extent and Beauty- of it. 
Grand Cairo may be ſaid to conſiſt of three Towns or 
Cities, namely old Cairo which adjoins to it, Cairo proper- 
ly ſo called, and the Port of Bulac, &c. 

(6) The GrandPyramid was built by Cheops, the fourth 


Succeſſor of the great Seſoſtris; he reigned fifty Years, 
: TRE NS according 
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Magic Art, which exceeds every Thing of that 
Kind now extant. I he Granaries are very ſub- 
ſtantial Buildings, conſtructed of Lime and 
Bricks, Withoit the City is to be ſeen, a very 
ancient Synagogue. of our bleſſed R. Moſes : 
over which a certain Elder, a Diſciple of the 
Wiſe Men, preſides as Chief Ruler: this Man is 
named ix Arabic; Al-Scheik Abounatzer, Elder, 
or Chief of the Watch. The Ruins of ancient 
Mitzraim are about three Miles in (7) Extent. 


. XXII. 


4 Deſcription of Alexandria, and other Cities in 
Obr. 


. 


3 a 


— — cons 


OM thence you have eight Paraſangs to 
4 the Land of Goſhen, which is Bolſir Sal- 
bis; a large City, in which there are about three 
thouſand ſews. From hence you go in half a 
Day to iſkaal Lein Alſcemes which is Ra- 
maſes, (1) now laid waſte : where there are 


according to Herodotus : exhauſted all the Treaſures of 
Egypt, and proſtituted his ann Daughter for Hire, to de- 
fray the Expences. See Herodotus. * I. 2. ö 
() Whether he means the Breadth, Length, or cir- 
cumference, is very Difficult to determine in this and 
ſimilar Paſſages. 


(i) The Ein Schemes of the Arabians, its Greek Name 
was Heliopolis, cr City of the Sun, ſituated on the Borders 
of the Delta; which is the On of the Scriptures, and is 
now called Matarſa. It was a C:ty of great Antiquity, and 
famous for the Worſhip of the Sun, „They alſo worſhip- 

E a Bull, which was kept here under the Name of 
MMnevis. The ſmall Remains of this City are to the 


North Eaſt of Cairo, and a large Mound encompaſſes the 
whole ; 
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ſtill to be ſeen the Remains of a Structure built 
by our bleſſed Fathers; and fortified Places like 
Towers, all of Brick. From hence it is a Day's 
Journey to Albubieg : where there are about two 
hundred Jews; and at Manſiphta, which is 
half a Day's Journey beyond it, are two hun- 
dred more. You then go on to Remira, which 
lies four Paraſangs farther ; in which Place there 
are ſeven hundred of our Countrymen : and at 
Lamhala, which is five Days Journey diſtant 
from it, are about five hundred more. From 
hence the Traveller comes, in two Days to 
Alexandria, (2) ſo called from Alexander the 
- Macedonian, 


whole ; the Antient Scite, being about a Mile long, and 
half a Mile broad. Here are the Remains of a Temple, 
ſeveral Sphinxes, and an Obeliſk near 20 Feet high. The 
Prieſts of Heliopolis were the moſt famous of all Egypt, 
for the Study of Philoſophy and Aſtronomy, and were the 
firſt that computed Time by Years, each 365 Days. They 
had here a Sort of College, conſiſting of a great Number 
of Rooms. Herodotus came to this Place to be inſtructed 
in the Learning of the Egyptians, and when Strabo was 
here, he Was ſhewn the Apartments of Plato and Eudoxus. 
Near this City was a famous Obſervatory, which received 
its Name from Eudoxus, who was a great Aſtronomer, 
. and ſtudied that Science here for many Years. There is 
great Reaſon io think that the Country about Heliopolis is 
the Land of Cſhen, called alſo in Scripture (and by our 
Author) Rameſes ; eſpecially as the Children of Iſrael 
went by Rameſes the firſt Station, on their Departure from 
Egypt, this Country being near Memphis, where at that 
Time it is probable Pharaoh reſided. | 
- , (2) The new City of Alexandria (ſays a celebrated 
Writer) may juſtly be compaicd to a poor Orphan, whoſe 
' ſole. Inheritance has been the Name of its Father. The 
vaſt Extent of the Ancient City is contracted in the new, 
to a ſmall Neck of Land between two Ports. A Place 
formerly ſo famous for the Extent of its Commerce, is no 
longer any Thing more than a mere Place for embarking. 
It is not a Phoenix that revives from its own Aſhes, being 
a 4 . 4 * at 


81 
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Macedonian, who built this moſt ſubſtantial and 
beautiful City, ornamented it with Palaces, and 
other Buildings, and ſecured it with a Wall of 
moſt fair Workmanſhip. Without the City is 
the Univerſity of Ariſto, the Rabbi, or Præceptor 
of Alexander: which is a fair and large Edifice, 
in which are twenty Schools, ſeparated from 
each other by Marble Pillars : which were for- 
merly trequented by Students from all Parts of 
the World, who came there to be inſtructed in 
the M iſdom of the Philoſopher Ariſto, which i: 
Ariſtotle. The City itſelf lies upon a higher 
Spot of Ground, and reſts upon Arches under 
Ground, through the ſubterraneous Paſſages 
whereof People may come info the public 
Parts of the City unſeen ; ſome of theſe Paſſages 
extend to the Length of a Mile; that in par- 
ticular from the Gate Raſid, unto the Gate which 
leads to the Sea; from which a Pier was made 
and paved, unto the very Port of Alexandria, 
which extends a full Mile within the Sea. Here 


a large Tower was built by Alexander, (3) called 
| Magraa, 


at moſt a Reptile ſprung from the Dirt, Duſt and Cor- 
ruption, with which the Alcoran (or as he ought to have 
ſaid the Koran) has infected the whole Country. Though 
Benjamin probably took his Account from Oriental Hiſ- 
torians, yet this famous College was built after Ariſtotle's 
Time, not by Alexander, but Ptolemy Soter ; it cannot 
however be denied, but what his Philoſophy was long 
taught here by the moſt eminent Profeſſors. | 
(3) Though the Arabian Geographer is of the ' ſame 
Opinion, yet Strabo, Pliny, &c. 'informy us © That it 
% was finiſhed in the Reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus.“ 
That the Pharos was a large ſquare Building, compoſed of 
fine white Marble; the Height one hundred and thirty-five 
Feet. The Expence of the Building amounted to eight 
hundred Alexandrian Talents; or upwards of 1 * 
e 


hundred and thirty thouſand Pounds of our Money. 
* | | | chitect 


7 
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Magraa, but in Arabic Megar Alexandria; on 
the Top of which he placed a Mirror or watch 
Tower of Glaſs : contrived in ſuch a Manner 
that the Inhabitants might from the Top of it, 
obſerve the Motions of their Enemies, at the 


Diſtance of fifty Days Sailing: whether they 


came from the Land of Javan, or from the 


' Welt, and by that means ſecure themſelves. A 


conſiderable Time after the Death of Alexander 
(when the Javanites were tributary to the Egyp- 
tians) a Ship from that Country happened to 
put in here: the Captain, who, was a Ja- 
vanite, and a Man of uncomman Abilities, 
named Shodoros, after making the King of 
Egypt a Preſent of a confiderable Quantity of 
Gold, Silver, and Silk Garments, which he 
brought for that Purpoſe, caſt Anchor before 
the Watch Tower, according to the uſual 
Cuſtom of all the Merchants, who come to 
Trade here. After this, he contracted ſo great 


an Intimacy with the Governor of the Tower, 


who come daily to eat with him, that he went 
to, and returned from the Tower, whenever he 
P pleaſed. 


Architect was Soſtratus of Cnidus, who baſely endeavour- 
ed to uſurp the Honor of it with Poſterity to himſelf. The 
Inſcription ordered was King Ptolemy, to the Gods, the 


Saviours, for the Benefit of thoſe who paſs by Sea: ir- 


ſtead of Ptolemy's Name, he carefully Engraved his own. 
in the ſolid Marble, and then filling up the Hollow of the 
engraved Letters with Mortar, wrote as directed ; fo the 
Inſcription which was firſt read, was as ordered, and truly 


aſcribed the Work to King Ptolemy, its proper Founder; 


but in Proceſs of Time, the Mortar being worn off, the 
Inſcription appeared to be thus.—Softratus the Cnidian, 
the Son of Dexiphanes, to the Gods, the Saviours, for 
the Benefit of thoſe who paſs by Sen, which being in 
lating Letters, deeply engraved in the Marble, laſted as 
long as the Tower itſelf. 
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Pleaſed. To ſum up the whole, he invited the 
Governor to a.Feait, at which he made him and 
all his Attendants ſo drunk that they all fell 
aſleep, upon which the Captain and his Crew 
went to the Tower, broke the Mirror, and on 
the ſame Night ſat Sail for their own Country. 
From this Time the Edomites began to inſeſt the 
Coaſt with large and ſmall Ships of War, by 
which Means they at firſt took from them the 

reat Iſland of Crete, and at length made them- 
Lives Maſters of Cyprus ; which is a Part of the 
Javanitiſh Empire unto this Day: the Egyptians 
never having been able to contend with them 
for the Recovery of them. From that Period to 
the preſent, the Tower has ſerved as a Beacon 
for all thoſe Veſſels who are coming to the Port 
of Alexandria; the Light of which may till be 
ſeen at the Diſtance, of a hundred Miles; by the 
Means of a large Fire which is kept conſtantly 
burning on the Top of it, This Country which 
is much frequented for the Sake of Commerce, 
may be conſidered as the Market of all the 
World ; the Harbor of Alexandria is conſtantly 
crowded with Merchant Ships, from all the 
Kingdoms of the Edomitcs, i. e. From Valencia, 
Tuſcany, Lombardy, - Apulia, Malfi, Sicily, 
from the maſt Northern and ſome inland Parts of 
Europe. Cracow, Cordova, Spain, Ruſſia, Ger- 
many, Sweden, Denmark, - England, Flanders, 
Artois, Normandy, France, Poitou, Anjou, 
Gaſcony, Arragon and Navarre, Genoa, Pita, 
and Aquitain ; likewiſe from the Weſtern Em- 
pire of the Iſhmaelites, from Andaluſia, Al- 
garve, Africa, and the Regions of Arabia; in 
like Manner from the Indies, Havilah, Æthio- 


Pia, Lybia, Aljerman, Meſopotamia and Syria, 


together with the Javanites, who are called 


Greeks 
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Greeks and Turks. A great Quantity of Mer- 
chandize is brought here from. India, eſpecially 
Spices of all Sorts; which are bought up by 
the Edomitiſh Merchants. The People of each 
Nation have their Shops and particular Walks 
ag them, and through the Hurry of Buti- 
neſs which is there carried on, the City is in a: 
continual Tumult. On the Sea Shore is to be 
ſeen a Marble Sepulchre, on which are engraved: 
all Kind of Birds and other. Animals, together 
with an ancient Inſcription, the Characters (4) 
44 5 , 7 


® This is no other than the famous Corinthian 
| mn, known by the Name of Pompey's-Pillar, con- 
cerning which I ſhall tranſcribe the following excellent 
Letter, ſent by E. Wortley Montague, Eſq. F. R. S. to 
William Watſon, M. D. F. R. S. dated October 
10, 1767, which was at his Requeſt read before the Royal. 
Bert w the 194h of November following. 
| b | 

I here ſend you a few Lines, which I believe will ap- 
pear extraordinary, as every Traveller that has been at 
Alexandria, has mentioned the famous Pillar of oriental 
Granite, which is about a Mile without the Walls of that 
City, as erected, according to moſt Writers, either by 
Pompey, or to the Honor of Pompey. As I differ in 
Opinion from them all, and think this famous Pillar wag 
erected to the Honor of Veſpaſian, you certainly will ex- 
pect to hear on what Foundation I formed ſo extraordinary 
a Conjecture, as fo new a one may appear to ou. 

By my Menſuration, | 


The Capital of the Pillaris — — g 
The Shaft — — — — 2 
Height from dhe Ground | ew) {= Z 
Its iameter — — — — 2 
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of hich. e en can brad, Thb Account 


which they pretend to give of it is; that a cer- 
| tain 


As ſoon as T faw this ſutprizing Pillar, I was convinced, 
that if it had been erected in Pompey's Time, Straho, or 
ſome of the Ancients would have mentioned it. I there- 
fare determined to examine it narrowly. I perceived too 

that the Pedeſtal was of a bad and weak Maſonry, 
compo:ed of {mall and great Stones, of different Sorts, 
and abſolutely unable to ſuſtain ſo great a Weight; I 
therefore eaſily concluded ſuch Pedeſtal, not originally be- 
Jongiug to the Pillar, I attempted to get out. a Stone, 
which I did without Trouble, and diſcovered the Pedeſtal 
to be hollow. After ſome Time, I mean during the Courſe 
of many Days, I made an Opening wide enough to enter 
it; when within it you will judge how much I was ſur- 
prized to find this prodigious Maſs of Granite ſtood, as 
on a Privot, on a reveried Obeliſk, as I then believed it 
was, only five Feet ſquare. Curious to know the Length 
of the Obeliſk, I began to move the Earth on one of its 
Sides: but my Surprize increaſed much, when I found 
after moving a few Inches of the Soil, that the Obeliſk 
was not entire, this Privot being only four Feet and one 
Inch thick. It is feated on a Rock the Stone is of an 
«xtreme Hardneſs, and almoſt a Petrifaction, or rather 
Congluination of many different Stones, but all vitreſcent. 
I never met with any Stone of this Kind any where, ex- 
cept with one ſmall Piece on the Plain of the Mummies : 
broke a Piece of it, which Lord Bute has: a ſmall 
iece too of the Pillar was ſent, that Gentlemen may be 
convinced it is of red Granite, and not a Compoſition as 
ſome have imagined. This Part of the Obeliſk is covered 
with Hieroglyphics, which are reverſed, a plain Proof 
the Pillar was not erected whilſt they were held ſacred 
Characters. Convinced therefore, that it was not of the 
Antiquity one would ſuppoſe -it, from being called of 
Pompey : I viſited it ſeveral Times, to ſe if it might not 
be poſhble to find out Something that would give Room 
for a reaſonable Conje&ure, in Honor of whom, and at 
what Time it was erected, From the Inſcription, I could 
not diſcover any Thing: It is on the Weſt Face of. the 
Baſe ; but ſo much injured by Time, and 1 may ſay too 
by Malice, (for the Marks of ſome Inſtrument appear 


clearly to have eontributed towards defacing it) that one 
| can 
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tain ancient King, who lived before the Deluge, 
lies buried there. The Sepulchre is fifteen Spans 
in Length, and fix in Breadth. There are about 
three — Jewiſh Inhabitants at Alexandria. 


can but imperfectly make out ſome Greek Characters, ſo 
imperfectly indeed, that no one Word can be found. At 
, length, obſerving that the Cement, or Mortar, which cloſes 
the ſmall Separation of the Shaft from the Baſe, was quite 
deſtroyed in one Part, I was curious to ſee if an Thing | 
was made uſe of within, to faſten or tie the Shaft to the 
Baſe; I ſaw there was : being deſirous to know if it was 
Lead, and if ſo, if it was not of that pure, and of which 
we ſtill meet with ſome few Medals, I endeavoured, with 
a. pretty large Hanger, to cut off a ſmall Piece of the 
Grapple : there. was a great Number of Lizards that had - 
taken ſhelter there, and which ran out, on my introducing - 
the Hanger, I then diſcovered a dark Spot, at the Dit 
tance of more than a Foot, within the Circumference of 
the Pillar; which by ſtriking it with the Hanger, I found 
was Something ſtuck faſt to the Baſe: after ſtriking it 
ſeveral Times, I detached it from its Place, and it proved 
a Medal of Veſpaſian in fine Order. On one Side of it 
was the following Inſcription. * 
. AVT.KAIE-EEBA.OVEZTI.: 
On the Reverſe, a | | 
Victoria gradiens ; Dextra Spicas, fans.” Palman. 

«© The reverſed Hieroglyphics are a Proof that this amaz- 
ing Monument was not erected in Pompey's Time; and 
as there is no Mention of it in any of the ancient Writers 
that I have met with, it ſeems plain that it was not known + 
before the Time of Veſpaſian. This Medal could not by 

any Accident, I think, have been introduced. above a - 
Foot within the Circumference of the Shaft; therefore I 1 
ſuppoſe it was placed there, when the Pillar was erected, 
which from thence, I conclude to have been done ro the 
Honor of that Emperor, If you think this Paper worth 
it, you will pleaſe to communicate it to the Royal Society, 
and that of the Antiquarians. | | 
| I am, Sir, your humble Servant, . 
L ED. WORTLEY MONTAGUE.”” 
Zante, May 7, 1767. 
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Ap. XXIII. 


Rout from Alexandria, to Mount Sinai, and from 
thence to Sicily, by the May of Damiat, or 
Damiata. Deſcription of Palermo, and Meſ- 
ſiua. Rout to Rome and Lucca. 


ROM therce vou go in two Days to Namiat, 
which was formerly called Caphtor ; where 
there are about two hundred Jews. From 


- 


pier] men go in half a Day to Sonbat. The 
nhabitants of this Place cultivate Hemp, and 
carry on a large Manufactory of white Cloth, 
which they export to all Parts of the World. 
From hence you go to Elam (which was once 
called Elim) in about four Days. This City is 
in the Poſſeſſion of the Arabs of the Deſarts. 
Rephidim lies two Days Journey 19 ary it: 
which is inhabited by Arabians, without any 
— From thence the Traveller comes in one 

ay, to Mount (1) Sinai, on the Top of which 
˖ ay is 


* (x) Mount Sinai has two Summits, and is called by the 
Arabs the Mountain of Moſes, becauſe many remarkable 
Things happened there to that Prophet. It was here, they 
ſay, that the Almighty appeared to him in the Burning 
Buſh ; and the Fathers ſhew a Bramble, which they affirm 
is of the ſame Kind. Here he likewiſe fed the Flock of 
Jethro, his Father-in-law ; and not far off he ſtruck the 
Rock, out of which Water inſtantly guſhed ; the Stone is 
a red Granite, about fifteen Feet long, ten broad, and 
twelve high: The Opening does not reſemble any Thing 
dane by a Tool, wal is ſomewhat like the Mouth of a 
carved Lion: into this Apertu:e the Arabs put certain me- 
dicinal Herbs, which they afterwards give to their Camels, 
in Caſe they are diſordered, thinking them very ſalutary for 
any Diſeaſe, There js a Convent at Mount Sinai, 3 

ie : a4 
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is a certain Convent or Cloiſter of Monks, who 
are called Soriauim, or Syrians, | At the Foot of 
the 


by the Empreſs Helena, and dedicated to the celebrated 
St. Catherine; it ſtands at the Bottom of the Mountain, 
and is an irregular awkward Building, of unburnt Brick, 
walled round, and ſtopped up at every Entrance, to prevent 
the Incurſions of the roving Arahs. The only free En- 
trance i by-a Window that is upwards of thirty Feet from 
the Ground, and to which People are drawn up in a Ma» 
chine, by a Windlaſs. Within the Walls, which are 255 
Feet long from Eaſt to Weſt, and 55 broad fiom North to 
Sovth, are Mills, Bake-houſes, Store-houſes, and every 
Office neceſſary to a ſequeſtered Society. Here is the 
Shrine of St. Catherine, the Relics are depoſited in a mar- 
ble Cheſt, whereupon are carved ſeveral Pieces of Foilage 
in Baſſo Relievo. One of that Saint's Hands is ſhewed to 
the Curious, the Fingers of which are covered with Rings 
adorned with Pearl. Adjoining to the Eaſt End of the 
Church, wherein theſe Relics are preſerved, is the Chapel 
of the Holy Buſh, which the Monks aſſert grew on 
the ſame Spet whereon now lies a Flag of White Mar. 
ble, which Chriſtians approach, and molt devoutly kiſs; 
nor will they enter this Chapel with their Shoes on. 
There are many other Chapels about the Convent, Here. 
are two Wells, one is called the Well of Moſes, which 
has a very fine cool Water, and is drank in Summer; 
the other is called the Well of the Holy Buth, and is of 
a warmer Temperature, St. Athanaſius was a Brother of 
this Monaſtry, as was Sergius, who aſſiſted Mahomet in 
writing the Koran. This Convent is exempted from all 
Juriſdition, except that of its own Biſhop, who is elected 
by the Monks, and receives his Confirmation from the 
Patriarch of jeruſalem. The Monks here live in the moſt 
abſtemious Manner, and in Lent riſe at Midnight to per- 
form their Devotions. The Emperor Juſtinian ſent a 
Hundred Families from the Red Sea, and the ſame Num- 
ber from Egypt, to ſerve them as Vaſſals; at that Time 
they were pretty numerous, but now conſiſt only of about 
forty or al. owing to the Diſputes among themſelves, 
which colt ſeveral of them their Lives. Their Vaſfals 
cultivate their Gardens, and do other menial* Offices. A 
Lay Brother, or Caloyer, is appointed to attead upon” 
21 Strangers 
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the Mountain is a large Citadel, which oy 
call Tor Sinai, the Inhabitants of which ſpea 

the: Chaldean Language, the Mountain is ſmall, 
and five Days Journey from Egypt, to which it 
| belongs. The Sea (2) of Suph, or the red Sea 


Strangers arriving here, to ſhew them the Chapels, Offi- 
s, and the Library, in which are depoſited ſome of the 
arſt Greek Books that were ever printed. The Feet of 
Pilgrims at their Arrival here, are waſhed by a Lay Bro- 
ther ; and thoſe of a Prieſt by one of equal Rank in the 
Church. Doctor Pocock, Biſhop of Oſſory, had the Sa- 
tis faction of being preſent at all their Eaſter Ceremonies, 
The Church, containing the Relics of St. Catherine, is 
called the great Church of the Transfiguration ; it lies to 
the North-Eaſt on the loweſt Part of the- Convent, and 
conſiſts of a Nave, an Iſle on each Side, and three Chapels 
on the Outſide, lower than the Iſles. The Picture of Juſ- 
tinian, and his Empreſs Theodora, over the Arch of the 
High Altar, are well executed in Moſaic ; and ſeveral In- 
ſcnptions to the Honor of that illuſtrious Pair, are carved. 
on the Beams that ſupport the Roof, which is of Cypreſs 
covered with Lead, and is very antique. The Turks de- 
firoyed the Pavement of this Church, digging it up in 
Hopes of difcovering Treaſures; but it was elegantly re- 
aired by one Archbiſhop Athanaſius, in the laſt Century. 
Mount St. Catherine is ſituated near Mount Sinai; and 
it was to the former Place that the Body of St. Catherine 
was brought, after her Martyrdom, under the Tyrant 
Maxentius; it overtops Mount Sinai, and its Soil is a- 
pecies . of ſpeckled Marble, in which are ſeen beautifui 
FA figurations of Trees, and other vegetable Repreſenta- 
tions, Middl. Geog, | | | 
(2) JD & The Sea of ons or the Red Sea, took 
its Name not from the Red Sand, or Weeds, in the Bot- 
tom of it, but from its Vicinity to the Kingdom of Edom, 
or the Red Kingdom. This Country was named, as was the 
Cuſtom in thoſe early Times, from its King Eſau, who 
was alſo called Edom, rſt, Becauſe he was remarkably red 
when he came out of his Mother's Womb. 2dly, On Ac-. 
count of Something very red, to which our Tranflation 
adds Pottage, which he bought of Jacob at. one DIE : 
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is 2 Day's Journey from Mount Sinai: and is a 
Strait of the Sea of Hodhu, or Indian Sea. You 


then return to Damiat, from whence it is one 
| Day's 


This Country has gone by the different Names of Hor, 
Seir, Edom, and Uz, Lam. 4, 24. ** Rejoice and be glad, 
« O Daughter of Edom, who dwelleft in the Land of Us.” 
This was the Country of Job, otherwiſe called Jobab, the 
Son af Zerach, a Deſcendant of Eſau. He was the ſixth 
from Abraham, and the immediate Succeſſor of Balak, 
the Son of Beor, in the Kingdom of Edom, He was pro- 
bably choſen King by the joint Suffrages of the Pe ple. 
His Parents were of 323 Thus Iſa. 63, 1. Who ts 
% he that cometh from Edom in dyed (or rather Royal) Gar- 
*« ments, from Bora? That his Father was of Bozra, 
is clear, from Gen. 36, 33. That Bozra was in Edom 
is as evident, om Iſa. 34, 5, 7, and Jer. 49, 22. Job 
lived 240 Years after his Afflictions, and died aged 240. 
His Friend Eliphaz, the Temanite, fo called from wn 
Teman, the South, becauſe his Country lay South of 


Edom was probably King of ele: Yemama, or Arabia 
the Stony. His ſecond Friend Bildad, was called the 


Shuhite, either from MW lo, or SF gam Softneſs of the 
Earth, becauſe the Ground ſinks at tue Tread of the Foot 
in that Part of Arabia Deſerta, now called lg: 


Tibama, becauſe hotter, and 19S Gaur, becauſe lower 


than the Reſt of Arabia, His third Friend Zophar, the 
Naamathite, ſeems to come from Arabia the Happy, 
from 1992 Naama, beautiful, convenient, pleaſant, happy 


Thus e Teman, was ſo called from 02 Felicity, 


Verdure, &c. becauſe the Temperature of the Air, aud 
Produce of the Soil, ſo far excelled the other Arabias, 
From all which it appears, that Job was King 'of Edom, 

or Idumæa, in Arabia; that Eliphaz was Ling of Te- 
man, or Arabia the Stony, which lay South of Edom ; 
that Bildad was King of Arabia the Deſart : and Zophar 
ſwayed the Sceptre over Arabia the Happy. That job 
was a King I have already proved ; that his three 
Friends were, is equally clear and evident from the fa. 
miliar Manner in which they converſed, blamed, and. 
reproved him, in all which they behayed as Equals, if gor 


$uperiors, | 


166 CHA P. XLHIR 


Day's Voyage to Tunes, (3) which is the ancient 
Hanes; where there are about forty Jews, it is an 
Wand in the Nliddle of the Sea, which has al- 
ways belonged to the Kingdom of Egypt. From, 
this Place you take Ship, and arrive after a 
Voyage of twenty Days at the Iſland of Mei- 
fina, (4) which is the Beginning of the Iſland. 
of Sicily, ſituated upon an Arm of the Sea, 
named Lunid, which divides Calabria from Si- 
cily.. Here you find about two hundred Jews: 
the Country abounds: with Gardens, Orchards. 
and good I hings of every Kind ; and is much 
reſorted to by Nazarenes, who embark here for 
Jeruſalem ; becauſe they have a molt agreeable- 
and convenient Paſſage. From thence you come 
in two Days to the City named Palermo, which 
is two Miles in Length; and as many in Breadth. 
Here you find the Grand Palace of King William, 
(5) and about fiftzen hundred ſews; together with: 
Edomites and Iſhmaelites in great Abundance. 
The Country is ſo plentifully ſtocked with 
Springs, Rivers, Wheat, Barley, Gardens and 
Orchards, that none in Sicily can equal it. This 
City. is the Reſidence of the Viceroy, who is 
named  Alchetzeina, Here are all Kinds of 
Fruit Trees; in the Middle of the City is a 
large Fountain, ſurrounded with a Wall; in the 
ame Place is an elegant Fith Pond, named. 
Albehira, well ſtocked with Fiſh of different 
Sorts, together with the royal Yatches, all * 


()] A learned Commentator ſuppoſes this to be a cer - 
. tain Iſland near Egypt, named Thennes, which ſhould 
have been written Win and not 22 

(4) Ifle of Meſſina.) Meſſina is not a ſeparate Iſland, 
but a City in Sicily. Lunid 1 never heaid of. The Strait 
is now called Faro di Meſſina. 


' (5) Willam the Second, King of Sicily, firnamed the Good. 
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ell over with Gold and Silver, in which the 
King is accuſtomed to amuſe and regale himſelf, 
ther with his Women, Here is alſo a large 
Palace built in a Garden, the Pavement is-of 
Marble, the Walls of this Structure, are graced 
with Figures of all Sorts, waſhed. over with | 
Gold and vilver, ſuch as are to be found in no 
other Place, Meſſina is conſidered as the Be- 
ginning of the Ifland of Sicily: which is the 
Rout uſually taken by all who make the Tour 
of the World, from whence they go on through 
Catania, Syracuie, Mazara, Petelaria, Trapana, 
and ſo in about fix Days travel through the 
Iſland, At Trapana the Coral Stone is found, 
which is called, in Arabic, Almurgan. From 
thence you may go to Rome in three Days: 
and from Rome you go by Land to Lucca in 
five Days more, | 


— —_— 


_— 


C H A P. XXIV. 
From thence to France, through Germany. 


FROM thence Men travel in twelve Days to 
Mount Apennine, to the City Moriena, and 

the Alps of Italy, as far as the City called 
Saint Bernardin, the Frontier of Germany. This 
Country is full of Hills and Mountains, inwhich 
there are many Jewith Colleges and Aſſemblies, 
eſpecially towards the great River Rhine ; from 
the City of Cologn as far as (1) Suſenburk, the 
Boundary of Germany, about fifteen Days Jour- 
ney. This Land was once called Aſchenaz, 
+. "a9 

(1) In this, and the Names of many other Towns in 
Germany, I follow C. L' Empereur ; the Rabbinical Text - 
is greatly corrupted, | 


- 
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The following Cities of Germany are moſt re- 
markable, on Account of the Colleges and Aſ- 
ſemblies of pious and exemplary Iſraelites, which 
are to be found in them, not far from (2) Moſella, 
Cobletz, Andernach, Cub, Creutznach, Bing, 
Gemerſheim, and Upper Munſter, for the 11- 
raelites are ſcattered over all the Nations of the 
Earth. But he who is not ſollicitous about (3) 
* gathering together the Outcaſts of Iſrael, ſhall 
& not behold with his Eyes the Tokens of our 
& Deliverance, neither ſhall he live and be re- 
& newed with Iſrael ; But when the God of our 
% Fathers, ſhall viſit our Captivity, and exalt the 


« Horn of his Meſſiah, then every Man will be 
| | «c ready 


(2) Many of thefe Towns are however, at a conſiderable 
Dittance from Moſella. | | | 
(3) Here Benjamin begins to preach, After havin 
given many Proofs of his Skill in Geography, and Hil- 
tory, he at laſt gives us a Specimen cf his Divinity. 
Peruſe with Admiration, this chief d' Oevre of one of the 
greateſt Doctors of the Synagogue of the Grand Lumi- 
«© nary, whoſe Sun aroſe over all Iſrael.” Conſider the pi- 
ous Maledi&ion; denounced againſt thoſe who are not 
ſollicitous about gathering together the Outcaſts of Iſrael ! 
They ſhall not ſee with their Eyes, &c. by which he 
means (according to their Traditions,) they ſhall not, at 
the coming of the Meſhah, be carried upon the Shoulders 
of the Kings of the Gentiles, like the reſt of their Brethren, 
They ſhall not be Partakers of that ſenſual Paradiſe, where 
Diamonds, precious Stones, Gold and Silver, ſpring up 
ſuddenly like Muſhrooms. They ſhall not feaſt on the 
Fleſh of Behemoth, and Leviathan. They ſhall not (for 
the ſecond Courſe) taſte of the Dainties contained in the 
Roc's Egg. They ſhall not bathe in the Rivers of ſweet 
Milk ; nor recline on Banks of Roſes beſide the Bowers of 
Aſphodel and Amarinth, quaffing from maſſy Goblets 
the luſcious Wines of Eden. Join with me, my Chriſtian 
Readers, in dropping a ſympathetic Tear for thoſe un- 
happy Inventors of palatable Errors, and twenty more for 

tho who have been credulous enough to follow them. 
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« ready to ſay, I will be a Leader to the Jews, 
« and I will gather them together.” In theſe 
Cities are ſome Diſciples of the Wiſe Men, and 
Colleges of thoſe who love their Brethren, and 
courteouſly entreat their Neighbors and Strangers. 
When a raveller viſits them, they are delighted 
therewith, hoſpitably entertaining him, and ſay- 
ing, Rejoice, our Brethren, for the Salvation 
& of Gcd will come as in the Twinkling of an 
« Eye. For unleſs we had feared and doubted 
« the Time of his Coming, and drawing near 
&« unto us, we ſhould before this Time have been 
« gathered together; but we cannot be collected 
« together before the Time of the ſinging of Birds, 
« and the cooing of the Turtle approacheth, and 
„ thoſe in the latter Times come, preachin 

« glad Tidings, and ſaying always, The Lord 
8 5 praiſed.” They hold Correſpondence with 
each other by Letters, in which they admoniſh 
one another, and ſay, Be ye firm and ſtedfaſt in 
„ the Law of Moſes ; and may thoſe who mourn 
« for the Defolation of Sion and Jeruſalem, im- 
« plore the tenderMercies ofGod, bewailing theit 
6 Lins, in fervent Prayer, and cloathing them+ 
<« ſelves with black Veſtments in their Integrity.“ 
Befides thoſe Cities of Germany which we have 
already taken Notice of, are Stratſhurg; Duil- 
burg, or rather Auſburch, Manturn, Pelinges, or 
rather Freiſing, Bamberg, Zor, and Regens. 
purch, in the Frontiers of the Empire; in 


Iſh Inhabitants, who are rich, and Diſciples of 
the Wiſe Men, From hence you go on to 
the Country of Bohemia, which is there called 
Prapue, the Entrance of Sclayonia, which the 
Jews (who reſide W 0 call che Land of Ca- 


which Cities there are alſo a great many fſew- 
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naan, becaufe the Men of that Country (4) ſelf 
their Sons and Daughters to all Nations that will 
buy them, like the Ruſſians. This Kingdom is 
of very confiderabts Extent, from the Gate of 


Prague even unto the Gate of St. Nicholas, or 
rather Pinego, a large City in the Extremity of 
the- Kingdom. The Country is mountainous 
and woody; where thofe Animals are found 
which are called Veergares, or Ermin. The 
Cold is ſo intenſe during the Winter Seaſon, that 
no Perſon goes from Home,—So much ſor the 
Kingdom of Ruſſia. The Kingdom of France, 
which we call the Land of (5) Zarephath, ex- 
tends from the City of from perbaps the Terri- 
tory of Elſas, ſix Da s Journey to the great City 
of atis, the and Refidence of King grazed 
tuate 


000 This is utterly without nn It is founded 
— a Conjecture that the ancient Sclavi, and Germans, 
are deſcended from the Canaanites, ho fled before Joſhua. 
The Truth is, a Part of Bohemia was formerly called the 
Land of Canaan, on Account of i Its 4 

(3) The 'modern Jews very im . call _ 

th, or MA which atiſes from their I 

of a Paſſage in Obadiah, ver. 20. “ And the Ca — 
« of this Hoſt of the Children of Iſrael, ſhal poſſeſs that 
« ,of the Canaavites, even unto Zarephath, and the Cap- 
a tivity of Jeruſalem, which is in Sepharad, ſhall poſleſs 
e the Cities of the South,” The Zarephath here men- 
tioned, is the Zarephath which belonged to Zidon, 1 
Kings, 27, 3, where Elijah raiſed the Widow's Son to 
Life. The — Place is autor in the Greek Teſtament 
Exget]a Sarepta, Luke 4, 26, as this was the moſt 
Northern City in the Holy Land, the Prophet Obadiah 

rhaps meant, that the Jows ſhould again recover their 
Ferri itories from North to South. Whether this Prophecy 
Was fulfilled after their Return from Babylon, or whether 

it fill remains to be fulfilled at the Calling of the mn 
I leave to greater Caluiſts to determine · 
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(6) fituated upon the River Seine. Here are 
ſjuch Diſciples of the Wiſe Men as are no where 
elſe to be met with throug hout the World; who 
give themſelves up to the Study of the Law both 

ay and Night; are hoſpitable to all Strangers, 
and behave as Brethren and Friends to all their 
Jewiſh Relations and Kindred. May God, out 
of his abundant Mercy, have Compatlion on 
them-and us ; and may he fulfil that Scripture 
towards us and them, If thou wilt return, he 
„will gather thee from all the Nations whither 
the Lord thy God hath ſcattered thee.” Amen, 


Amen. Amen, | 
(7) The Work is perfected and finithed. 


(6) Lewis.] This was Lewis the Seventh, called by 
French Writers, Louis le jeune ;” to diſtinguiſh him 
from his Father, with whom he jointly reigned for ſome 
Time. He began his Reign Aug. 1137, and died at Paris, 
Sept. 18, 1180. During which Period Stephen reigned in 
England. Malcolm the 4th in Scotland. Sancho in 
Spain. Suetcher, Eric the gth, and Charies the 7th in 
Sweden. Ladiſlas the zd in Poland. Alexander the za 
was Pope of Rome. Manuel Commenes, (as we have al- 
ready obſerved) was Emperor of the Eaſt, and. Conrade 
the zd of the Weſt. . 

) Sen Sn is uſually placed at the End of Rab- 
Þinical Books. | 


